
heymarkci;' 


WS PHANTOM 3 DRONE POSH BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS SONY Z4 TABLET 


TESTED 


TMETR 









WHERE’S THE FUN 
IN STRAIGHT? 

Enter any comer with confidence, and leave it with a smile. With a new generation of 
TwinPower Turbo engines for greater performance and improved suspension for a more 
:dyTwnic drive, die n^ WW S 'Si^es Setooi takes driving pleasure to new heights. 



THE NEW BMW 3 SERIES SALOON. 
DRIVING PLEASURE, UNMATCHED. 


Official fuel economy figures for the new BMW 3 Series Saloon: Urban 61.4-27.2 mpg (4.6- 10.4 1/1 00 km). Extra Urban 85.6-46.3 mpg 







{3.3’^6.1 1/1 00 km). CombinGd 74.3^36.7 mpQ {3.8^7.71/100 km). CO2 Gmissions 99 — 179g/km. Figures may vary d&pendEng on driving styl© and conditions. 




Sign up today for our free digital magazine. 
www.ssav.com/select 


SEVENOa<S 


Available exclusively at Sevenoaks Sound & Vision stores nationwide, www.ssav.com/podspeakers 
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The Hot Four 

• BBC micro:bit 

• GoPro Hero 4 Session 

• Starbreeze StarVR 

• Alfa Romeo Giulia 
Vital stats DxO One 

An iPhone camera clip-on for DSLR quality 

Gigapixel Google image recognition 

Making machines see shapes in bare rock 

Apps 

For riding, diving and admiring old tapestries 

Icon Yamaha Reface 

Time to twiddle with these retro synths 

Best of... Turntables 

Three stylish players for your vinyl 

Apple Music 

Does it knock spots off Spotify? 

Choice Bottle openers 

Ooh, don’t use your teeth! Or your eye! 

Geek on the road E-scape 

Strangely quiet, battery-powered off-roading 

Your month 

Flave you seen people play chess underwater 
yet this summer? No? Right then,,, 
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Approved Stuff-approved apps for... 

,,,finger-painting and boat-building 

Rrst test Pebble Time 

Apple’s colourful indie rival lasts a whole week 

5 of the best... High-end Bluetooth speakers 

Bringin’ tasty beats to your BBQ 

Tested Sony Xperia Z4 Tablet 

A super-slim Android with a laptop keyboard 

Supertest Sub-£100 smartphones 

As cheap as microchips: six budget mobiles 
with surprisingly decent specs 

Tested DJI Phantom 3 Professional 

Stuff flies with the new king of drones 

Tested Games 

• Botmon: Arkhom Knight 
0 The Elder Scrolls Online: 

Tomriel Unlimited 








FEATURES PROJECTS 




Cover feature Twelve extra lives 

With Star Wars: Bottlefront, No Mon’s 
Sky, Fallout 4 and many more on their 
way, it’s going to be a steiiar 12 months 
for gamers - here are the top dozen tities 
to iook out for 

On location Action cameras 

Stuff takes four of the best toughcams 
Whitewater kayaking and mountain biking 
through the woods 

Media hoard 

New reieases reviewed, inciuding 
creepy androids and sneaky downioads 

Next big thing? Drone tourism 

Fiy first ciass over Angkor Wat or the 
Panama Canai - no baggage required 
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Beta yourself Upcycling 

How to revitaiise aii your ancient ciutter 

Playlist Vimeo short films 

Aii the best viewing from YouTube’s 
more mature and attractive cousin 

Super geek Mountain bikes 

Forget the Tour de France - Dave Jaquin 
prefers his wheeis thick and his iegs muddy 

Instant upgrades 5-a-side football 

Top-notch kit for smaii-scaie footy... oh, 
and strategy tips from Arsene Wenger 

Gadget doctor 

An Appie (or Android) a day keeps him away 

5-minute hacks If nothing else, at least... 

• Make a handiebar bike rack • Piay app 
hangman • Go on a drone-guided tour 




Looking to buy 
something but 
need a bit of 
advice? Turn to 
our Stuff Top Tens: 
our expert listings 
of all gadgetry, 
from p114 
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Meaningful data in 
a stylish package 

p125 
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PERFECT BLACK 
CREATES 
PERFECT COLOUR 
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Combining LG's unique OLED technology with 4K resolution, LG OLED 4K TV 
brings you the finest viewing experience imaginable, delivering the 
purest blacks, most brilliant colours and clearest images. 

Masterfully engineered with a discreet style and sound designed by 
Harman / Kardon™, the LG OLED TV is the World's most advanced TV. Ever. 
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LG OI-EDTV 


LG 55EG960V 
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If you’re a geek of a certain age you may remember 
RealPlayer, a technology that preceded YouTube 
and Spotify In streaming audio and video. For a while 
RealPlayer ruled, with over 85% of everything streamed 
on the internet using Its tech. At that peak, a young man named 
Tony Fadell went to work for RealNetworks, bringing with him an 
Idea and a design for a stylish MP3 player. But the company was 
based In Seattle, where It rains a lot. and Tony preferred the weather 
In California. So he left for a company down south, and a year later 
that company announced Tony’s MP3 player to the world: the IPod. 
Sometimes, a bit of rain can be a real nuisance. 

But while bad weather can cause the occasional hundred-bllllon- 
dollar missed opportunity It does have Its upsides. After all. If It was 
sunny and dry all the time, we wouldn’t have an excuse to spend the 
whole winter Indoors, exploring the ever-expanding multiverse of 
video games. We’d be too busy growing avocados and waterskiing 
to discover new planets, battle supermutants or join the Dark 
Side (p42). Wed be cleaning the pool when the shops were open, 
thereby missing the greatest gadget bargains we’ve ever seen 
(p82), and we’d have too much suncream on our hands to upcycle 
old tech into new gadgets (p104). So, If the weather’s great, all well 
and good. But If It’s rubbish. . . well, that’s when the fun really starts. 

Will Dunn, Editor / willd@stuff.tv / (awillydunn 







THIS MONTH ’ 
IN STUFF’S 
DIGITAL EDITION 

■ Animated, interactive 
pages and extra pictures 

■ Gnarly videos from our 
action cams group test 

Android fan? Stuff is also 
available on Google Play, 

Zinio and Exact Editions 


SUBSCRIBE 
TO STUFF & 
YOU’LL GET... 

1 ...this great mag landing on 
your doorstep before it hits 
the shops, every month 

2 ...free SoundMagic E10S 
headphones (p100) 

3 ...exclusive reader offers 

4 ...mastery of The Force 
(subject to availability). 


Q www.stuff.tv f facebook.com/joinstuff • twitter.com/stufftv google.comZ+stufftv 
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Jeep, with 


W 

BE RENEGADE 

THE ALL-NEW JEEP RENEGADE. 


@QD@ 



Life’s a jdUrney. So why follow anyone else’s path? 

The All-New Jeep Renegade with its unmistakable styling and road presence is an SUV 
unlike any other In addition to its wide choice of fuel-efficient engines, you also get 
the kind of safety features that come from over 70 years of adventures. What^s more, 
our most compact SUV still hosts cutting-edge technologies including the Uconnect® 

5" Touchscreen Infotainment System with DAB Radio, Satellite Navigation and Bluetooth® 

£199 per month with £1,000 Jeep Deposit Contribution and 0% APR Representative* 

So wherever you're going, go your own way. 


ieep.co.uk 


Model shown Jeep Renegade 1.4 MultiAir II UO hp Longitude MD Manual at £20,295 including Special Pastel Paint at £500. OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR JEEP RENEGADE RANGE 
MPG (L/IOOKMl: EXTRA URBAN 47.9 [5.9) - 70.6 (4.0). URBAN 32.5 (0.7) - 51.4 (5.5), COMBINED 40.9 [6.9) - 61.4 [4.6], CO; EMISSIONS: 160 - 120 G/KM. co, figures arfiobiaincd for 

CQtnperalive purposes ir accordance with E directives/iegutstions and may not be representative oF real-life driving conditiens. Factors such as driving style, weather art<d road comJitions r!iay also have a significant effect on Fuel cnnsnmption. *Cystonicr 
deposit Is {&.046. Optional Final Payment is C9,&72. Cmitracl Term ia U months. Pfomotior available on new ftenogade 14 HultiAk 11 Ud hp longitude with Special f^astel paint registered by SDtb September 2015. Jeep Deposit Contrfbutieo only available in 
cQiijunGtion with Jeep Horizon PCP. Witb Jeep Horizen you harve the option to return the vehicle and not pay the hnal payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage la charge of hp per mile for exceeding lOJOD: miles per annum in 
this example] and being in good conditlDn. Finance subject to status. Suaranteos may be required. Terms and Oonditinns apply. At participating Dealers only. Jeep Financial Services. FO Box 4465. Slough. SL1 bRW. Jeeps is a registered fiademarir of FCA IfS LUC. 
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I MADE MUSIC 
HISTORY... 


...by becoming the worst 
musician ever to play at 
Abbey Road's Studio 2. 

In a room previously graced by The Beatles, 
Kate Bush and Radiohead, I tinkered with 
Yamaha's new battery-powered Reface 
mini keyboards (see p28). They allowed me 
to stumble towards something resembling 
a Kraftwerk B-side, before I loaded up on 
Abbey Road facts. Did you know it holds 
one of the world's largest collections of 
microphones? Check out the virtual tour: 
insideabbeyroad.withgoogle.com 
Mark Wiison, Features Editor 




I FIRED 
AN UZI... 

...two inches from the 
nose of a foul-mouthed 
cockney geezer who was 
sitting in the driver's seat next to me. Fie 
didn't even flinch. Not my usual Wednesday 
morning, but I was playing episode two 
of The London Heist with Sony's Project 
Morpheus VR headset and a pair of Move 
controllers, taking out motorbike-riding 
goons and filling the fuel tanks of chasing 
vans with hot lead. And yes, of course 
I turned the gun sideways. I'm not a 
complete amateur. 

Tom Wiggins, Deputy Editor 



•OUR MONTH 

What this issue has brought us by way of geekery 



I USED A WATCH 
TO BUY A SHOE 

Was I robbed of my footwear 
while hiking in the Picos 
de Zapato mountains and 
forced to trade my Rolex for a pair of loafers 
in the nearest village? Sounds plausible, but 
no: I sauntered into a well-known high street 
retailer (now I think about it, it would have 
been quicker to Just type Topman') and paid 
for a new pair of brogues using Apple Pay - 
recently launched in the UK - on my Apple 
Watch. It was slightly more of a faff than 
using a regular contactless card, but worth 
it for the raised eyebrows at the counter. 

Wiii Dunn, Editor 





I FELL ON 
HARD TIMES 

Going against my own 
better Judgement, I tried 
out the ZBoard Pro, part 
of Firebox's lunacy-added new WTF range. 
It's an electric skateboard that can hit a 
terrifying 20mph, and you control it by 
leaning on pressure-sensitive pads at 
either end of the board. Flaving never 
skateboarded before (I can't pull off the 
baggy Jeans), I'm proud to say I managed 
a straight line at the speed of a cautious 
turtle. Not very extreme, I know, but I 
haven't broken anything, so there's that. 
Esat Dedezade, Staff Writer 














TECHNOLOGY 
REPEATS ITSELF 

BBCMICROiBIT 


Doctor Who’s K-9 companion, The 
Tripods, Judith Hann - the BBC has aiways 
danced on technoiogy 's cutting edge. But 
it was the 1980s appearance of BBC Micro 
computers in schoois that introduced 
coding to an entire generation of geek 
groms and heiped shaped Britain’s 
high-tech giobai status today. And now 
the BBC is iooking to repeat the procedure 
with this micro:bit, a Raspberry Pi-iike 
barebones computer that is 18 times more 
powerf ui than the originai Micro, 70 times 
smaiier and 817 times iighter. It’s powered 
by microUSB or a battery pack, with 25 
red LEDs, two buttons and iow-energy 
Biuetooth. Onboard acceierometer and 
compass sensors can be ieveraged using 
everything from a basic browser-based 
biock-buiider interface up to 
Javascript or C++, and the micro:bit 
wiii work with other eiectronics such 
as Arduino, Raspberry Pi or kits from 
Technoiogy Wiii Save Us - more on 
those opposite. One miiiion of these 
iittie biighters wiii be given out to Year 7 
chiidren for free, after which it’ii be made 
avaiiabie to buy for us Year X kids. 

As hot as... the Internet of 
Child-Built Things 
from £f ree / microbit.co.uk 


Right from the get-go we’re 
iearning about coding: the 
three input/output connectors 
are numbered 0, 1, and 2. 
The two others are a power 
sourcefor any sensors 
ordispiaysyouwish 
tohookup. 





24 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH 


/ Back in the ’80s, Acorn 

developed a processor for 
the BBC Micro. Acorn became 
ARM and the processor became 
oneofthefoundationsofthe 
technological revolution, so 
. it’s fitting that the micro:bit , 

runs on a 32-bit 
ARM chip. 


BECAUSE KIDS JUST LOVE SPORT, MUSIC AND BOTANY 


The making of the 
amp and speaker 
needs a soldering 
iron, something we’re 
not allowed now, 
let alone in Year?. ^ 
Once teacher’s don^ 
the hot bit, the guitar 
becomes a movement- 
based volume control. 


Conductive dough 
completes the circuit 
when you ‘slam dunk’ 
your ball, increasing 
your score on the 
micro:bit’s LEDs. The 
football goal version 
might be moref un for 
the sausage-fingered. 


Now that classrooms 
have to make do with 
pet plants instead 
of hamsters, this 
soil moisture sensor 
setup is core to the 
happiness of Aianis 
the aloe vera. 
j’lli — 

Thirsty Plant Kit (£20 
techwillsaveus.com) 
To be a suck-up if 
you want to take her 
home forthe holidays. 


Electro Dough Kit (£15 
techwillsaveus.com) 
An appropriately 
gaudy vest. 


DIY Speaker Kit (£26 
techwillsaveus.com) 
To be sure that 
no-one can see you. 
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Lll TUBE CUBE 

Oh, what a tussle. One board member had 
to be removed from the meeting after 
insisting that 50% smaller and 40% lighter 
was fine, so long as the camera could 
remain the same size. Finally, once 
everyone else had got their head around 
it, this new GoPro form factor was signed 
off. The Session’s advantages go beyond 
simply being smaller than other GoPros: 

it’s waterproof without a case, which 
is convenient and has a positive effect on 
audio quality. Yes, it is still compatible with 
the bazillions of GoPro mount accessories, 
but there’s also a new low-profile 
mounting option. The battery is not 
removable and it lacks the 4K recording 
of the flagship Hero 4 Black, but a matrix 
of options between 1440p/30f ps and 
WVG A/120f ps should be enough for most. 
Bluetooth and Wi-Fi, a tiny LCD display and 
a microSD slot complete the Session. 

As hot as... the original meaning of ‘stoked’ 
£330/ gopro.com 





HOT 

FOUR 


• STARVR 

• OCULUS 


I CAN SEE 
REALLY NOW 


The human eye is a marvel. This is not 
news. But it’s made very apparent when 
you watch someone using a VR headset 
for the first time - they throw their head 
around all over the place. “ Whee!” they 
say, “I can see all around!” But what they 
mean is: ‘‘Oh, the limited field of view given 
to me by even this state-of-the-art VR 
headset means I have to move my head 
around loads to see everything.” A short 
while ago, a VR headset called Inf InitEye 
came onto the scene, offering a much 
broader field of view - 210° - but its 
prospects seemed pale compared to vivid 
Oculuses and Project Morpheuses... until 
it was snapped up by games company 
Starbreeze (Payday 2, Syndicate), which 
is simultaneously developing the 
hardware and a Wo/k/ngDeodgame to 
go with it. Creeping, rasping zombie action 
seems like the ideal scenario in which 
to have proper use of your eyeballs’ 
peripheral vision, don’t you think? 

zombie breath 


Tracks of 
my ears 

Those white markers might 
look like QR codes but they’re 
actually there to help track the 
movement of your head. Add 
some to a controller - a light 
gun, for example - and it’ll 
be able to track that 
as well. 
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DEFINITELY 
MAYBE 


LFARGPIEOGIU 




Maybe you’ve always wanted a car 
bearing the iconic Alfa green clover badge, 
the Quadrifoglio Verde. Or perhaps it’s 
the 3.0-litre Ferrari-developed V6 in this 
launch flagship, the one that promises 
0-62 in 3.9secs. Maybe it’s the fact that 
the brand has stated there will be no lazy 
self-driving electronics in the Giulia. There 
will be the torque vectoring system, and 
an active aero splitter and chassis domain 
control, naturally. But maybe you’re 
interested in something a little lower in 
the range - the turbo four-cylinder petrol 
perhaps; Alfa has promised that even the 
lowliest Giulias will have 50:50 weight 
distribution, rear-wheel drive and best- 
in-class power-to-weight. Probably you 
just want something that will make all the 
umptybillion BMW 3-series owners do 
a little ‘Hmm’ as you pass them by. 

^ a125bhp:1 power-to-door ratio 






FRESHNESS ^ 

THAT OUTLASTS> 
THE GAME f- 


Stay fresh throughout 
the day and stay up 
to 100% flake free’*' with 
Head & Shoulders 
2-in-l range. 


WffCddi 

bhaak/Bn 


"Visible flakes seen at 2ft with r>sgular use. 
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TheDxO’slin 
sensor is over six 
times the size of 
the one in the 
iPhone 6 


PRO PHOTO 
PIGGYBACKER 


DxO One 

£500 / dxo.com 


Oh, look: a cutesy clip-on 
camera for your iPhone. It 
probably has a plastic lens 
for taking highly stylised 
pictures of your... Stop! 

• Look at the price. This thing 
is serious. 

Inside that nondescript casing is 
a1in, backside-illuminated CMOS 
sensor offering over 20 megapixels. 
Word in the cameraverse is that 
this is exactly the same sensor 
found in the Sony RX100 III, a much 
praised (but much larger) camera. 
Sitting in front of it is a fixed-length 
32mm lens array that encourages 
the use of the hackneyed phrase 
‘marvel of miniaturisation'to 
describe its bright f1.8 rating, 



and video fans are catered for with 
1080p/30fps or 720p/120fps. 

• You don’t have to attach 
it to anything. 

The One has its own LCD screen 
and microSD card storage so is 
perfectly capable of acting on 
its own, with the bonus effect 
of making you feel like a Cold War 
SOE agent snapping blueprints 
with one of those sliding Minox 
cams. But attach it to your iPhone 
via the lagless Lightning connector 
and you get the benefit of a live 
viewfinder and advanced settings 
using DxO's app. For example, 
prod the screen to adjust the 
aperture from f1.8 to f11, the 
shutter speed from 15s to 
1/8000sorthelSOfrom100 


to 51,200. The connector has 
60° of swivel both up and down. 

• Serious camera, 
serious formats. 

By default, the One saves its pics 
to microSD in RAW format, but it 
simultaneously plonksthem into 
Camera Roll on the phone for your 
instant social gratification. DxO 
is an image processing specialist 
- which is why they decidedthey 
could slam a small, complex lens 
right up against a big sensor and 
get away with it. Their OpticsPro 
software happensto bejust 
thething for processing RAW 
images, andthefirst DxO One 
buyers will get thisfree- adding 
up to about a hundred quid's worth 
ofta-very-much. 


THIS TINY 
CAMERA GIVES 
YOURiPHONE 
ENOUGH 
POWER TO 
RIVAL A DSLR 
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YOUR OTHER 
SMARTPHONE 
SUPERCAM 
ADD-ONS 


• SonyQX 

Sony has a few of these lens- 
shaped camerasthat connect 
to your phone via Wi-Fi. The 
snnallest has a 1/2.3in sensor, 
the largest a DxO-nnatching 
1inchipandf1.8 aperture, 
from £180 / sony.co.uk 


# Olympus Air 

It'sasinnilardealfronnthisnew 
Olympus, currently only in 
Japan and heading abroad later 
this year. A16MPfour-thirds 
sensor and lens mount give 
you a bit more flexibility with 
a choice of lenses, 
from US$300/ 
olympus.co.uk 




Classy cable cutters 

BOWERS S. WILKINS P5 WIRELESS 

Quality and convenience do not, on the whole, travel together. Which 
is perhaps why it hastaken so longfor a wireless version of Bowers 
& Wilkins' exemplary PSheadphonesto appear. Yet here they are, 
apparently displaying all of the soft -touch leather and high-grade 
audio components of the originals, but now with oh-so-liberating 
Bluetooth instead of a cable. Charging is via microUSB - always 
the classiest of connectors - and there are volume and music 
control buttons on the right-hand earcup. 

£330 / bowers-wilkins.com 



4K on a (big) budget 

LOEWE REFERENCE UHD 

Most TVs, bethey £300 or £3000, are not significantly grander than 
any other. Not so the Reference, with its chiselled metal features and 
optional floor stand. It's 4K, naturally, on sale now in 55in form with 75in 
and 85in versions to follow. Below the screen is a 2x60W speaker 
system with virtual surround - no soundbar needed here. Yet cleverer 
are Loewe's various smart systems, based around its 1TB hard drive. 
DR+ Follow Me is one such, whereby you can pause the action then 
pick it up in another room. The Smarttv2move feature, meanwhile, 
lets you send TV imagesto your smartphone or tablet, or stream 
the other way from your device to your TV. 
from £3800/ loewe.tv 
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SITIAIRITIMIEINIU 


Thel^st startups, crowdrundedprojects and plain crazy ideas 



Ink a little, do a lot 

DROPRINTER 

Back in 2012 there came the 
Little Printer. An Internet of 
Things pioneer, it was a cutesy 
thermal printer that spouted 
useful-ish things such as daily 
headlines or your schedule. It was 
hailed as a ‘paper renaissance' by 
romantic idiots such as us, but 
it failed to convert from a spark 
to a flame. It's probably Victoria 
Pendleton's fault. Anyway, here in 
2015 the droPrinter is attempting 
the same thing, albeit this time as 
a smartphone-connected object. 
Its inkless cash-register-receipt 
thermal paper is Just the thing 
for printing out contact details 
or QR codes or doodles and, 
without the Olympics to distract 
us, maybe it'll hit the big time. 

AUS$65 / droprinter.net 



Fun,thin,thesun 

SOLAR PAPER 


AA batteries not included 

A-BIKE ELECTRIC 

It takes a sharp mind to dream 
of sitting on the pointy end of 
a triangle, but Britain has no 
shortage of them. Sir Clive 
Sinclair was the innovation 
A-lister behind the original 
A-Bike; now it's going electric. 
The compact battery and front- 
hub motor should provide 16 
miles' assistance, as long as 
you don't get lost in a pothole. 

£450 a-bike.co.uk 


Doesn't it Just seem a bit 
'convenient' to you that solar 
panel technology appears stuck 
at a point where it'll charge a 
phone just a little too slowly to 
make it a replacement for mains 
electricity? Hmmm. Anyway, 
this range of folding USB solar 
chargers might be Just the thing 
if you don't mind being played by 
the hidden rulers of the world. 

$70 / yolkstation.com 


No-arnned crowd hit 

BUDDY 

How could you not fund that 
face? So thinketh all, as it's 
nearly 200% funded already. 
Buddy is a characterful 
telepresence bot that'll serve 
as a message centre, a video 
caller, a child entertainer and 
a mobile sentry. No hands, 
unfortunately, so lock-picking 
skills as imagined in the film 
Robot & Frank are out. 

$550 / bluefrogrobotics.com 


Feeling light-headed 

LUMOS 

Generally speaking, helmets 
and lights are a good thing. 

If you're a cyclist, even better. 
Helmet and lights combined 
must be better still, and one 
with accelerometer-triggered 
brake lights and handlebar- 
switched turn lights triply 
so, surely. Only weight and 
driver confusion issues remain 
to be addressed. 

$85 / lumoshelmet.co 


P5 Wireless. 
We’ve taken 


away the wires 


but kept the 
sound quality 



£329.99 

from authorised retailers 


Buy direct from bowers-wiikins.co.uk/P5W 
Two-year warranty 
Free delivery 


Bowers&Wilkins 





OOOOCNIOOO 

^ ^e^er picture in tedi 


A MACHINE GOES MAD 

Humans love pattern recognition. 
It’s how we learn to read and 
recognise. You can turn a tiger 
upside-down and put it in a hat, 
and we’ll still spot it as a tiger. Also 
a prime self ie opportunity. But 
a side effect is that we generate 
patterns where there are none 
- “That aubergine looks like 
Billie Piper!’’ - and now Google’s 
image recognition Als have been 
shown doing the same. Trained 
by experience to define shapes 
as dogs or faces, just as children 
do,theAI will begin to seethem 
in any image if it’s given enough 
goes. A bit like a human staring 
at some clouds, or an android 
dreaming of electric sheep. 


ir^. 
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TUFF 



NEWS FEED 



SHOOT NOW, 

FOCUS LATER 

The world is big and time 
is short, so Panasonic is 
developing a ‘Post Focus' 
mode for its new DMC- 
GX8andDMC-FZ330 
cameras. It basically takes 
a rapid burst shot of every 
possible focus point, so 
you can pick later which 
you want. Clever. 



WIRELESS WISES UP 

That Samsung ad where 
Rita Ora's phone gains 
about 20% on a wireless 
charger is one of the 
saddest things we've 
seen. Good news, then, 
that a new powerful 
wireless charging spec 
is on the way: 15W is three 
timesthe power... but 
you'll need a new phone. 



UK 2.0 TAKES SHAPE 

The British Geological 
Society hastaken last 
year's Ordnance Survey 
Minecraft renders a step 
further by creating some 
with accurate rocky depths. 
Amateur geologists can 
marvel at thefolds and 
formations; the rest of us 
can rope off plots for our 
uploaded consciousness. 
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We ain’t rooking you 

EE ROOK 

Oh, yeah: network launches branded hardware. Old news, 
right? Not when you look at the numbers - which are 
£50 for an Android 5.1 phone using EE's 4G (EE customers 
get an extra £10 off). Granted, the hardware isn't anything 
to get terribly excited about. The Rook rocks a 4in display 
running at just 480x800, with a quad-corelGHz MediaTek 
processor and 1GB RAM. The back camera rates at EMR 
whilethefront isjust 0.3MP; meanwhile, the battery is 
a 1500mAhpackthat EE says should provide morethan 
five hours of talk time. It supports microSD cards up to 
32GB for your digital gubbins. Is your latest phone ride 
giving you a headache? Maybe it'stime you got off. 
from £40/ ee.co.uk 



Or, indeed, woman go 

MANGO POINT R 

We, you and your gran might know Mango 
for its colourful and customisable urban 
runarounds, butthe Point R marksthe build-your- 
own-bike brand's ascent into the world of more 
performance-orientated, race-ready steeds. 
Distance-friendly geometry meets a carbon- 
fibre fork meets a choice of Shimano gearing. 
What's remarkable, though, is that Mango has 
kept the prices low, whether you go for the 
Claris-geared entry bike or the £620top-of- 
the-range model running Shimano's racy 105 
groupset. There are more Point bikes on the way, 
too, including a terribly fashionable gravel racer. 

from £430 / mangobikes.co.uk 


« FUTURE STUFF 

m SNITCHWATCHES 

itt Fraser Macdonald is going to have to hide his habit 


A report released this month by the Institute 
of Engineering and Technology stated that 
there was a critical need to allow 999-type 
emergencies to be logged using something 
other than voice calls. It said that texting or 
apps would be well within the abilities of any 
smartphone, and added that the location- 
aware nature of such devices could only help 
emergency services. 

Meanwhile, from April 2018 all new cars in 
the UK will be required by an EU ruling to have 
an eCall system that will automatically alert 

o 


emergency services in the event of a crash. 
This ‘black box' will share the location of the 
stricken vehicle, as well as the number of 
passengers on board. 

Furthermore, the mighty Qualcomm is 
hard at work developing ‘2net': a wireless 
healthcare network that will answer the 
'how' questions thrown up by the likes of 
Apple HealthKit, saying it will report your 
vital stats to yourGP. 

What am I leading to? Two things. One, 
that it won't be long before we have a 


personal or automotive or architectural 
infrastructure that will watch over us and 
instantly report any kind of traumatic event 
to the relevant specialists. This will increase 
response speed and save lives. Yay. 

But, two, how long before we have 
devices that will - through government 
ruling - report us to our GP if they detect 
that we are imbibing any kind of forbidden 
nectar? If my cholesterol is too high, will my 
smartwatch shop me to the doc for eating 
an entire Terry's Chocolate Orange? 




Sport 

The only place to 
watch the 

UEFA Champions League live 

It’s no longer shown on ITV or Sky Sports 


12 UEFA Champions League gaire$ shown free to air on BT Spott Showcase 2B13/16- 
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This month’s mobile must-downloads 





When would you like your 
order delivered? 


Witmofwhouf 
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STAR WARS 

£free 

iOS, Android 


And by ‘On 
The Horizon’, we 
mean spatially, 
as Disney is 
keeping its new 
Star Wbrs app in 
the US for now. 
But were it here, 
or were you 
there, you'd 
be enjoying the 
ability to upload 
selfies into 
Star Warsian 
scenarios, and 
to have your 
local weather 
translated onto 
well-known 
galactic locales. 
There's a 
library of all- 
encompassing 
character GIFs 
and sound clips. 
And, of course, 
there's the 
promise of 
having the 
very latest news 
about the new 
film, due to air 
in the UK in 
December. 


1 Dirt School Coaching 

£5/iOS 

Watch video of a pro cyclist riding 
up a rock. Ride up a rock. Upload 
video to app of yourself riding up 
a rock. Compare. Ride up a rock 
again. Despair. Pay Dirt School £35 
for written feedback of your video. 


4 Magic Duels 

£f ree / iOS 

If you thought Magic: The Gathering 
card games were already on iPhone, 
no. But now they can be, with the 
release of Magic Dueis. Blizzard's 
Heroes Of Worcroft is the big rival, 
so it will have to be awesome. 


7 Amazon Prime Now 

£f ree / iOS, Android 

If you've got a Prime subscription, 
and you need loo roll delivered in 
the next hour, and you're in central 
London, and you're prepared to pay 
the £7 delivery charge, then... hey, 
was that the doorbell? 


2 Navmii 

£f ree / iOS, Android, Windows 

Previously known as Navfree, 
Navmii is a free sat-nav app, 
using free Open Street Map data. 
It incorporates the What3Words 
addressing system discussed on 
p29 and will also rate your driving. 


5 Faiiout Shelter 

£f ree / iOS 

Faiiout 4 is a long way away, so 
this IOS game from Bethesda has 
a lot of anticipation to help us deal 
with. It's a tower management 
sim, except that the tower is 
underground and is a shelter. 


8 Fire Whip 

£0.79 /iOS; £0.78 /Android 

Having grown up on indiono Jones 
films and Cost/evon/o games, we're 
preconditioned to pay for anything 
with a whip in it. Sometimes, as 
with this fiery score-builder, that's 
a great idea. Sometimes it's not. 


3DIVR 

£f ree / iOS, Android 

Unless you're James Bond, scuba 
diving works on a buddy system 
whereby you both look after each 
other. What if you can't find a 
buddy? Go snorkelling. Or use 
this divers' social network app. 


6 National Trust 

£f ree / iOS, Android, Windows 

There are two types of people who 
pay for NT membership. One loves 
the heritage, country and seaside 
sites. The other loves the free 
parking. This app offers nicely 
presented information for both. 


QAntix 

£f ree / iOS, Android 

This controller app for GoPros adds 
the special skills of other cameras: 
the auto-editing of the TomTom 
Bandit and the watch-control 
(Apple Watch only) of EE's 4GEE 
cam. See our toughcam test, p65. 








on SEISIMHEIIER 


Hi fiH definition 

everywhere 


ZERO COMPROMISE ANYWHERE 

introducing the ”0 «OVB Sennheiser|s 

drcurnaural audiophile headphone 

de.ignfor portability, Persona^^^^^^^^^ 



Go 


discover; Sennheiserxom/HD630VB 




I C p N 

YAMAHA REFACE 

£350 / yamahasynth.com 


Sounds like a lot of fun... for one. 

Wait a few seconds 'til the clock 
strikes.,, 'wrong'! All Refaces have 
built-in speakers and can be 
battery-powered - we're promised 
five hours' use from six AAs - so 
you and your crew can take it to 
the street. What's more, there's 
web-based voice-sharing via 
USB using the Soundmondo 
network, as well as 3.5mm aux 
inputs. That's a lot of larks for 
not a lot of notes. 


Musicians have all the fun. 

Don't they? All those buttons to 
press and knobs to twiddle and 
pedals to jump on. Musicians 
and pilots. See, this is what car 
manufacturers need to figure 
out: it might seem very clever 
to centralise all a car's functions 
under a big touchscreen interface, 
but we like physical controls. It 
makes us feel like an astronaut 
preparing for launch, instead of a 
desk Jockey popping out for lunch. 


: Mmm, lunch... 

■ Stay on target. Gold Leader. This 
; is important: Yamaha has finally 
; Jumped on board with the retro 
: synthesizer boom. The fingers of 
: everyone from bedroom hoppers 
: to pro musicians have been 
: twitching in anticipation. There 
: are four Refaces, each with a 
: three-octave mini keyboard and 
: each with a look and sound that 
: references heritage Yamaha kit 
: from the '60s, '70s and '80s. 


Kajagoogoo? 

Bless you. From the top down: 
the CP is based on '70s stage 
pianos, while the CS uses ‘virtual 
analogue' circuitry to recreate 
sounds reminiscent of Peter 
Gabriel and Vangelis. Yamaha's 
famous DX7 is the subject of 
the Reface DX with its '80s-style 
design. Lastly, and most gloriously 
in our opinion, is the YC: '60s 
transistor organ fun for Pink 
Floyd snoogling. 









THE CS RANGE 
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Fixed lens footsoldier 

CANON POWERSHOTG3X 

The compact camera is dead! Or so they say, because happy 
snappers are using phones, amateurs are using iens-swappy 
system cameras and pros are stiii using DSLRs. if anything 
can ciaw compacts away from the whistiing edge of death's 
scythe,theysay,it'sthe1.0-typesensor.(it'scaiiedthat 
because it's neariy an inch across so some peopie caii it a 1in 
sensor, but other [more pedantic] peopie prefer I.O-type'.) 
Either way, it's bigger than a normai compact's sensor and 
so is capabie of taking much better photos. This new Canon 
is equipped with just such a sensor and a handy 24-600mm 
zoom iens to take advantage of it. it's got a serious face (and 
price tag), but that's because it has a whoie camera market 
to save. Aithough Sony wantsto heip... 

£800/ canon.co.uk 


Superzoom special forces 

SONYRX10II 

“Trumpety-parp!" is the battie-horn sound of Sony raiiying 
to the cause of compact cameras. A tinkie in the background 
isthe pedant's xyiophone indicating that Sony aiso uses the 
not-quite-an-inch I.O-type' sensor, whiie cursesfrom the 
infantry indicatethat they'vejust seen the price. “How can 
that possibiy bejustified?" isthe pre-watershed gist, 
referring to how £1200 gets you a iot of system camera or a 
pretty decent DSLR. The answer isthe sensor again: a new 
1.0-type stacked Exmor RS CMOS chip. Fancy processing 
and DRAM memory give it such skiiis as super-siow-motion 
lOOOfps video, or 14fps continuous shooting. Coupied with 
its16xzoomf2.8iensand2.3MPeiectronic viewfinder, the 
RX10 ii might bejust the sort of champion this cause needs. 

£1200/ sony.co.uk 


DROP EVERYTHING 
AND DOWNLOAD... 

WhatSWords £free / Android, iOS 


Whether you're tryingtofind a refuge haifway 
up Kiiimanjaro or your seat at Wembiey , the 
pianet aiready has a fine geoiocation system. 
Fine, that is, if you can remember numericai 
iongitude and iatitude coordinates. Which, 
after a meat pie and spiiiing haif a pint of 
Doom Bar down yourfront, isgoingto be 
chaiienging. The WhatS Words system spiits 
the entire pianet into 3m squares and assigns 


every one a three-word reference. So whiie 
Googie Maps isn't heipfui once you ieave the 
car park, WhatSWords teiis you the difference 
between one group of nine seats at Wembers 
(stamp.even.menu) orthe next (ioft.shorts. 
point). The more remote the spot, the more 
uniikeiy the words - but even a 3m-by-3m 
spotinthemid-Atianticisthefarfrom 
forgettabie'misaiigned.droids.stretchy'. 
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Guess which broadband 
cable performs better? 



Ours: 
Up to 
152Mb 


I BT Infinity 
.k & Sky Fibre: 
I \ Up to 76Mb 


• Virgin Media is the only widely available provider i 

to use DOCSIS® 3 tech J 

• Fibre optic broadband that’s up to twice as fast * 
as what’s widely available through Sky and BT 

• Our speed is more reliable as well, so you and your 
family can stream, chat and surf to your hearts’ content, 


DOCSIS® 3 tech. It’s the magic in our cables 


Go to virginmedia.com 
Visit a Virgin Media Store 
Call 0800 952 9865 


Highest percentage of headline speed delivered over 24 hours, Ofcom Nov 2014. Carnporison relates to download 
speeds ogoinst BT ond Sky 'Fibre to the Cobinet^ services. DCX^SIS*^ 3 is o registered trodemork of CobleLobs. 
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Turn down the volume 

SAMSUNG GALAXY A8 

Based on the inaccurate and unscientific idea that the Stuff off ice is 
a microcosm of the UK, we surmisethat most peopie wouid probabiy 
choose a iittie extra girth on their phones in return for a bit of processing 
heavy iifting and battery stamina. There is, however, the part aii of us 
that is amazed by something inordinateiy thin - the Samsung Gaiaxy 
A8 isjust 5.9mm thick. Weii, the camera iens spiodges out a iittie bit. And 
inside there's a mid-range array of parts inciudinga1080p5.6in screen, 
an octa-core Snapdragon processor and 2GB RAM. But onthe whoie, 
there's enough wonder at its size to overcome itstechnicaiiimitations. 

Lucky, then, that we have been saved from iengthy deiiberation by 
Samsung currentiy oniy seiiingthis wondrous wafer in China. 

£tba / samsung.com 




There is a reason: turn, turn, turn 

TOROTIMECUTTERSW 

Life invoives a fair bit of turning around. Mowing necessitates a whoie 
truckioad of turning around, especiaiiy since you movedtoa piace 
that has enough iawn to require a ride-on mower. Some of these 
are designed iike mini-tractors, whiie ‘zero turn' types steer by 
independent drive of each rear wheei - fine and dandy, but the 
tank-styietwin-ievercontroi requires both hands aii thetime. 

Enter this Toro, where ‘SW standsfor steering wheei, so you 
can drink a Diet Coke or wipe the sweat off your chest whiie 
manoeuvring around adoring oniookers. There are three modeis 
with increasing cutting width and 450cc or 700cc engines to suit, 
from £3100 / toro.co.uk 


WTF? A mower that spins on a sixpence 


Now that’s... 

ONE SMART PIANO 

Like a sneaky French teacher who iets you watch French TV and then 
reveais, to your dismay, that you've actuaiiy been iearning aii aiong, 
Rocksm/'thtaught us to piay an actuai guitar by disguising music 
iessons as a computer game. Now it's piano'sturn. The One Smart 
Piano's LEDs show you which key to press, guided by an iPad-based 
songbookapp.itfeaturesamixofgame-styiechaiiengesand 
straighter iearning functions - either way, it's daimed you'ii be playing 
basicsongstwo-handed within an hour. It's being crowdfunded along 
with a more basic keyboard version, but both are already in production. 
Next up, some kitchen knives that craftily teach you how to be a vet. 

from US$850 / smartpiano.com 
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BlElSiTlOlF 


TURNTABLES 

Selecting a record player can be tricky when the fear of 
mangled vinyl sets in, but some are a little bit different... 



NOT so EXPENS VE 


NOT SO ANALOGUE 


Pro-Ject EssentialNDigital 


The Pro-Ject Essential is an established 
favourite among affordable turntables 
but this one adds an optical digital 
output, giving the option to squirt your 
tunes to your wireless speaker system 
orsoundbarin24-bit/96kHzformat. 
But this is vinyl we’re talking about, 
the none-more-analogue format. 
Audio purists may take to the streets 
with flaming pitchforks at the very idea. 


Floating Record 
Vertical Turntable 


There no shortage of striking sound 
spinners, but they tend to be both 
toe-curlingly expensive and delicate. 
The Floating Turntable, however, looks 
amazing and is designed to be beginner- 
friendly. It has its own cartridge - the 
bit with the needle, often an expensive 
addition - and as it also has speakers, 
you don’t need a special phono amplifier. 


NOT so CONVENTIONAL 


TOG Vertical Record Player 


You’ve been waiting for a vertical record 
If player, then two appear at once. Your 
which-to-get angst is saved by the 
knowledge that this one is a concept but, 
of course, it is the slicker-looking of the 
two. Israeli designer Roy Harpaz’s site 
describes its inner workings, including a 
Raspberry Pi controller, sliding cartridge 
and carbon-fibre brushes for keeping 
your records dust -free. 
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STUFF 


APPLE MUSIC 

WORTH DITCHING SPOTIFY FOR? 



ITS PLAYLISTS 
DO HAVE A 
HUMAN TOUCH 


At the middle of Apple’s 
aluminium-framed IRobot, “ 
locked in the White Room, ” 
it seems there really is the 
beating heart of a human, g 
We were pretty sceptical „ 
of Apple’s claims that 
algorithmic playlists are 
a bit rubbish, and that real h 
people would be at the ™ 

core of Apple Music, but it 
turns out they may have a 
point. We’ve already spent 
a ludicrous amount of time q 
delving into playlists based 
around things we like, and 
they’re full of greatness. B 


BEATS 1 RADIO 
IS ACTUALLY 
QUITE GOOD 


Unsurprisingly, Apple apes 
other services with radio 
stations based on artist or 
genre. But its ace card is 
Beats 1, a worldwide 24/7 
station with actual living 
DJs. So far it seems pretty 
decent, offering a fairly 
diverse selection of tunes 
betwixt mainstream and 
indie. It also might turn 
some people on to radio, if 
they can stop complaining 
on Twitter that people are 
“stupidly talking all over 
the music’’. Just like they 
do on radio. 


IT’S CLEVER 
AT MERGING 
YOUR MUSIC 


Apple is a big fan of 
sucking you into its 
ecosystem. It rather 
cunningly did this with 
ITunes Match (which, like 
Google Play, mirrored your 
old ripped CDs in the 
cloud). Now, Apple Music 
happily merges what’s 
in your iTunes app with 
what’s on the iTunes Store. 
This works across Macs 
and iOS devices, and 
makes Spotify’s desktop- 
only optional inclusion 
of local content look 
a little rudimentary. 


IT’S A 

SKINFLINT’S 

PARADISE! 


When you sign up, you get 
three months for free. 
Frankly, we reckon the 
30 days you get with 
other services is pretty 
generous, but this is an 
entire summer of musii 
for nothing at all. And due 
to Taylor Swift suitably 
guilting Apple, artists will 
get paid and everythin 
So that’s a win-win-win 
If you are Just cruising 
for free, don’t forget to 
go into your account 
settings and disable the 
‘auto-renewal’ switch 


Apple’s Eddy Cue 
cryptically tweeted 
that the music’s bitrate 
“depends on whether you 
are on Wi-Fi or cellular’’. On 
3G, we’ve found it bounces 
between merrily 
lunching through data 
land being unuseable. On 
Wi-Fi, we suspect you’re 
getting streamed versions 
of what’s on iTunes (256 
kbps AAC - comparable 
with Spotify’s highest 
quality). Butthere’s no 
manual control, and no 
Tidal-style lossless option. 
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Hey good-lookin’, what app you got cookin’? 

DROP CONNECTED KITCHEN SCALE 

Extend yourself from microwave meals and do your neglected oven some 
justice. This smart scale and companion app can provide you with recipes 
tailored for what you have in the cupboard, then help you weigh out the right 
ingredients, upto a 6kg maximum. Not enough flour? It'll resizethe recipe 
to suit. The rubberised Drop scale uses Bluetooth, so the battery should 
last about a year -though the whole setup depends on whether the kids 
have run off with your iPad, as it has no display of its own. 

£80/ lakeland.co.uk 



Noble Audio BTS 

If it'sjust wirelessness 
you crave, this neat 
Bluetooth adaptor will 
make a pair of wired 
headphones free- 
roaming. Once you've 
zip-tie-tidied the 
excess cable, that is. 
£70 / nobleaudio.com 


Person-aural training progression 

JABRA SPORT COACH 

The Jabra Sport Coach Bluetooth headphones are 
not dissimilarto last year's Jabra Sport Pulse versions. 
Which isto say thatthey are similar. But different. Cheaper, 
certainly: a whacking great £80 stays in your pocket, albeit 
at the expense of the Pulse's heart-rate monitoring. They 
both have app-dri ven voice-coaching, but the new Coach 
brings with it additional help in the form of a slew of new 
cross-fit-style activities, such as kettlebell swinging and 
burpees. “Twenty chin-ups. Chubby!" it might shout at you; 
but as it doesn't actually measure any movement except 
running, you can sneer back at it and eat a sneaky Snickers. 
£120/ jabra.co.uk 


DECIPHER 

ALLOW ME TO EXPLAIN... 




#5 LTE-M 

Fraser Macdonald 

There’s a frustration zone 
10 metres from my front 
door. It's where my desire 
to play music on my phone 
meets the point at which 
it drops Wi-Fi in favour of mobile data. 
Which it would no doubt do seamlessly, 
if I weren't prodding a streaming request 
into its face until it locks up. 

Who's the villain? Is it me? Is it my ageing 
phone? Or is it stupid, antiquated Wi-Fi? 
The answer is, of course, all three. But my 
ill feeling towards Wi-Fi increases later in 
myjourney when I again lose streaming 
service because my phone is attempting 
tojoin The Cloud. Because I once did in 
another life, somewhere else. 

Anyway, my issues are as nothing, for 
Wi-Fi is dead. Cancel your BT line rental 
with a cackle, for we'll soon be using 
solely 4G mobile broadband, known 
globally as LTE. GPRS, Edge and 3G will 
all be turned off and rerolled into making 
4G faster and capable of handling all of 
us. If you want to know how, Google ‘LTE 


THE MOBILE INDUSTRY IS 
DEVELOPING A NETWORK 
SPECIFICALLY FOR THE 
CHATTER OF MACHINES 


Advanced', ‘3GPP' and/or ‘Release 14', 
and we'll see you in a few weeks. 

But it's not Just about us - it's also the 
increasing hordes of devices that make 
up the Internet of Everything: machine- 
to-machine (M2M) communication such 
as your car telling your house that you're 
nearly home, and your fridge ordering 
more Babybels. 

You'll be pleased to hear, then, that the 
mobile industry is already way down the 
road developing LTE-M: a low-power, 
low-bandwidth, low-cost network 
specifically for the chatter of machines. 
No longer will those wiry natterbugs 
interfere with your Spotify requests. 
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CHOICE 


BOTTLE 

OPENERS 

Because vaping means 
no-one carries a plastic 
lighter any more 


1 Machete Spatula 

Lacking enough test bottles, 
we argued for sometime about 
whether you could simultaneously 
dispatch three caps with this 
aggressively-styled burgerflipper. 
£12/ firebox.com 


2 Split Ring 
Bottle Opener 

Not an opener foryour keyring, 
it's an opener that /sa keyring. 
Really want to blow your mind? 
Add Suck's key-shaped opener. 

£5/ suck.uk.com 


3 Gerber Curve 

Carabinieri: a double-hard Italian 
military policeman, who you don't 
want in your pocket. Carabiner: a 
useful dippy thing. Thisonealso 
opens bottles - double-handy. 
£15 / gerbergear.co.uk 


4 star Wars Millennium 
Falcon Multitool 

“rmgivin'heralllgot,Cap'n!"you 
cry, strugglingto crack open your 
beer. Your co-drinkers, meanwhile, 
struggle with your sci-fi fouxpos. 

£10 / thefowndry.com 


5 Reef Fanning 
Fiip-Fiops 


Some people never drink straight 
from a bottle, because germs. 
Flip-flops withan opener ontheir 
sole are not forthese people. 

£38 / surfdome.com 


6 Volcom Ostrich Beit 

Why did the ostrich cross the 
road? To get away from Volcom, 
which wanted to make it into 
a bottle-opening belt. Seems 
a sensible course of action to us. 
£30 / volcom.co.uk 





M SERIES 


If you really care about music, you’ll love KEF’s M Series Hi-Fi Headphones. 
State-of the-art acoustics. Precision engineering. Total comfort. 

Cool design. Headphones for your heart. 




M400 

ooo 




* 
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TNS Distribution 

Unit 5, Keypoint Business Park, Ballycoolin Road, Dublin I I, Ireland 
T:+353 I 882 9777 Email: sales@tnsdistribution.com 


www.kef.com 







E-SGAPE 




7 - ' 

Leon Poultney^experiences nnud, sweat and gear's^ 
at the UK’s first all-electric off-road riding centre 


A rider comes screaming around 
a dusty left-hand bend. His foot 
grazes the ground as he leans 
the bike into an almost impossible 
position and, with a deft flick of the 
wrist, he loads up the throttle and 
sails over an enormous jump. 

But something is missing from 
this high-octane scene: the sound 
of highly tunedtwo-stroke engines 
and the smell of burning oil. 

That's because E-Scape, where 
I've found myself for the day, Isthe 
first off-road riding course In the 
UK to use only battery-powered 
bikes, most notably the new 
FreerldeEfromKTM. 

Riders from the age of six up to 
60 are catered for at this Jurassic 
Park-like facilityjust offtheM56 
outside of Runcorn, Cheshire. I'm 
hereto sample KTM's epic new 
electric off-roader, which packs 
the same performance as its 250cc 
petrol-powered siblings. 

The bike has state-of-the-art 
lithium-ion battery technology and 
a permanent magnet synchronous 
motorthat produces around 20bhp 
and 42Nm of torque. That's a lot 
when you consider it weighsjust 
106kg - around 10kg more than 
thefuel-burning version. 

Paul Rutter, founder of E-Scape 
and my guideforthe day, begins by 


walking me through the controls. 
The throttle is operated like any 
normal bike, with a twisting motion 
of the wrist, but there's no need to 
worry about gears here. 

‘Itmakesitalotsimplerfor 
those who may have never ridden 
a motorbike before,' ' explains Paul. 
“Riders simply twistto go andthe 
front and rear brake levers are 
located on the handlebars, leaving 
your legs and feet completely free 
to offer stability, which is essential 
in any off-road riding." 

Once he's let me loose it takes 
me about 30 seconds to appreciate 
what Paul means, asthefront 
wheelthreatenstoslidefrom 
beneath me during one particularly 
taxing corner and my trailing leg, 
which I've been told to extend 
during eachturn, just about 
saves my bacon. 

But it's not long before I'm ready 
to tackle the course, and even get 
someairontheJumps.Thebikeis 
enthralling to ride, offering loads 
of acceleration and an eerily quiet 
soundtrackthatletsyoutuneinto 
the sound of the wind rushing past 
and yourtyres clawing atthedirt. 

Fancy a go? Customers pay 
Just ElSfora half-hourtraining 
session and then they are let 
loose aboard a KTM Freehde E 


onthemaincircuit,for£20per 

15-minutesession. 

For now Paul only hasthe one 
site in Cheshire, but he plans to roll 
out a small franchise of silent bike 
parks: “Because of the lack of 
emissions and noise pollution, it 
would be very simple for mountain 
biketrailsorindoor go-karting 
coursestoruntheseelectricbikes." 


QUIET! THE E-BIKES ARE COMING 


mr- 




\ Harley-Davidson 
Project LiveWIre 

Harley’s electric hog 
does 0-60 in just 4 
seconds and up to 130 
miles on a charge. It’s 
currently on tour to 
gauge public opinion 
with no release date. 
projectlivewire.harley- 
! davidson.com 


KTM Freeride 
E-SM 

TheSupermoto 
version of the 
KTM Freeride Els a 
road-legal beast with 
near-silent motoring. 
It runs for an hour on 
a charge and takes 
as long to top up. 
ktm.com 


An established player 
in the zero-emissions 
game, the road-legal 
SR can reach lOOmph, 
accelerate with 
supercar-baiting 
prowess and travel 
upto151 miles on 
a charge. 

zeromotorcycles.com 



[ Find out more: e-scape.org.uk ] 





The moving goalposts of sound 

SOUNDMAGICE50S,E80S 


One pair of SoundMagic E10S earphones left the station costing £40 
and getting five stars. Eleven months later, two pairs of earphones 
leave the same station, costing £50 and £70 respectively. At what star 
rating, tothe nearest decimal point, will the two new models arrive at 
Manchester Piccadilly? This is a tricky one, because an increase in price 
rarely means a directly proportional increase in sound quality. Both 
E50S and E80S have a 10mm driver, and both have SoundMagic's 
clever Smart Switch, which allowsthe remote to work with most 
phones. The E80S looks slightly chunkier. Both come in tasteful gold, 
grey or red finishes. Asfor stars, well have to wait until we hear them. 

£50, £70 / ksdistribution.co.uk 




Don’t just see the light; like it 

RELIO 

If we were to say to you ‘USB light', you'd likely conjure up images of 
nasty little lamps bought in haste from outlet stores and symptomatic 
of a long stretch of poor life decisions. So we won't. That would be the 
wrong vibe altogether for this natty LED worklight. The 35mm cube 
creates a huge amount of light from any standard USB power source, 
but it's the quality of light that Relio has worked hard to achieve. 
Photographers, artists and geeks will love the choice of 3000k, 3500k 
or 4500k temperature models, with huge colour rendering values and 
high-FPS stability. It comes with a choice of 30° or 15° beam-spread 
lenses with a colour gel attachment, and as it has a standard tripod 
mount you can put it Just about anywhere. Previously sold out of the 
creator's bedroom, Relio hasjust Kickstarted itself into full production. 

£130/ relio.it 



HWTFISTHE 
MORGAN EV3? 


Did you steal that from Wallace 
and Gromit? 

Nice try, but you'll find that the 
mishap-prone, cheese-loving inventor 
and his unfeasibly wise canine sidekick 
actually travelled around in a motorbike 
and sidecar. This is an electric three- 
wheeler, and unlike the plasticine people 
you Just mentioned, it's very real. 

Really? What is it? 

It's a futuristic version of the endearingly 
retro Morgan 3 Wheeler, but rather than 
power coming from a front-mounted 
S&S V-Twin motorcycle engine, it's now 
provided by an environmentally friendly 
electric motor and lithium-ion batteries. 
Pretty high-tech for a car that still has 
wood as one of its principal chassis 
components. A range of 150 miles and 
0-60 acceleration times comparable 
to the petrol version (8.0secs) have 
been promised. 

It doesn’t look very comfortable... 

No, the petrol-powered 3 Wheeler is noisy, 
unforgiving and, thanks to a lack of roof 
and windscreen, extremely exposed 
to the elements. In fact, you have to be 
clinically insane to want to do any sort of 
distance in one. But hey, at least the EV3 
will be nice and quiet. Apart from the wind. 
And the tyre noise, and the “Whazzats?" 
of people you pass. 

Isn’t the hell-ralsing soundtrack and 
bonkers drive sort of the point? 

It's true, the turret-gun-style exhausts 
that run along the flanks of the standard 
3 Wheeler produce a fantastic note and 
never fail to have heads swivelling when it 
cruises through a sleepy village. However, 
EVs are quiet; that's the price you pay for 
planet-saving motoring. 

Still, though. I’ll have a go. 

Good on you! The EV3's still at prototype 
stage, but we might see it on the road 
come summer 2016. You bring your 
chequebook, we'll bring the picnic. 




YOUR MONTH AUG 


Summer isn’t all about sun - get your eyes, thumbs and brain around this lot 



DIVING CHESS 

WORLD 

CHAMPS 

Third Space, London 

As soon as your 
opponent surfaces, 
you dive and have 
the length of your 
lungs to make your 
counter-move. 

What do you mean, 
“Why?” Because 
normal chess is so 
long-winded, isn’t 
it? And because we 
Brits know a thing 
or two about putting 
on a weird event. 


10 


ROBOT 

OVERLORDS 

Blu-ray 

Low budget? 

Oh yes. British 
director? Present. 
Robots? Ready. 
Gillian Anderson 
on a horse? Bonus. 
Ben Kingsley? 
Naturally. Mediocre 
reviews? No 
problem. Saturday 
night LOLs with 
beer and chips? 
Sign us up. 


PIXELS 

Aliens attack Earth 
using characters 
suchasPac-Man 
and Donkey 
Kong, having 
misinterpreted 
the message of 
peace in a 1982 
NASA space capsule 
as a threat. Chris 
Columbus directs 
and Adam Sandler 
stars, having both 
misinterpreted this 
as a decent plot 
for a movie. 



AIRBOURNE 

Eastbourne hosts 
four days of free 
airshow including a 
Eurofighter Typhoon 
and the Red Arrows, 
as well as a whole 
squadron of classic 
planes, bombers 
and helicopters. 

On the ground 
there will be live 
music, kids’ stuff 
and Eastbourne’s 
permanent ocean 
display to visit. 


VOLUME 

MikeBithellisthe 
indie developer 
who created the 
rather good game 
Thomas Was Alone. 
Now working with 
a little more money 
(but not much) he’s 
created another. 
Billed as a near- 
future retelling of 
Robin Hood, it stars 
Andy Serkis and 
a return role for 
Danny Wallace. 
Should be ace. 


23 


MIND SPORTS 
OLYMPIAD 

Cribbage, Sudoku and 
Settlers Of Coton are 
among the events in 
this brainfest, hosted 
by the crew behind 
the Diving Chess 
World Championship. 
There’s even a multi- 
discipline Pentamind 
event; we couldn’t 
even compute the 
formula used to work 
out the points for it. 


40 i 


[ Red Arrows picture Mark Jarvis ] 



WIN ONE OF TWO TIBO URBAN 500 
DJ STATIONS WORTH £700 EACH 


“Everybody wants to be a DJ" - fiddlesticks. Your 
parents don’t want to be DJs, do they? And we’re 
pretty sure Vladimir Putin has no interest in the 
subject whatsoever. But how about you? Ah well, 
maybe, if you had the right kit... 

The Tibo Urban 500 is an all-in-one multi-format 
DJ station, with a built-in DJ controller and 500W 
of pure power. It can play tracks from a wide range 
of formats as its connectivity options include 
Bluetooth, MIDI, USB and MP3 audio inputs. 

The two-channel mixer has three-band EQ 
and gain controls for seamless mixing, and you 
can operate the system with a laptop using the 
virtual DJ software included. 

The two speakers and horn tweeter pump out 
crystal-clear sounds, and additional features 
include anti-shockjog wheels, laptop table, 

LCD backlit displays and 3.5mm Jack sockets 
for a microphone and headphones. Hop along 
to tibo-electronics.com to find out more. 


HOW TO ENTER 

For your chance to become a fully mobile 
tune-wrangler, just go to stuff .tv/win 
and answer this question: 


WHERE MIGHT YOU USE 
THE TIBO URBAN 500? 

A At a garden centre with 
your parents, looking 
for hardy perennials 
B„, During tense diplomatic 
talks at the Kremlin 
C At the best party ever 


d 
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w 


Terms & conditions 1 0pen to UK residents aged 18 or over, 

2 Entries dose 11,59pm, 9 September 2015, 3 Prizes are as stated, 
4 Prizes are non-transferabie, 5 Oniy one entry per person. 

For f uii Haymarket terms & conditions see www,stuff ,tv/iegai 
Promoter; Haymarket Media Group, Teddington, Middx TW11 9BE 


GO 




HOTLY ANTICIPATED INDIES 


•• BEST INCOMING GAMES 


Explore a mutant- 
infested America, 
make your own 
Mario world and 
conquer an almost 
endless universe... 
you1l do all of this 
and more in the 
best 12 games of 
the next 12 months 


This hails 

fromthe studio 

behind2010’s 

marvellous 

side-scroller 

L/mbo, which 

isenoughtoget 

us interested. 

Themysterious 

teasertrailer 

oozes both style 

and a sense 

ofdread.And 

what’s inside 

thatvatatthe 

end?ltshould 

beamemorable 

journey. 


Bro/dremains It looks like Mego 

oneofthegold Mon, playslike 

standardindies MegaMan, and 

ofthepast comesfromthe 

few years, and creator of Mego 

creator Jonathan Mon, but Mighty 
Blow has since No.9isn’tMego 

been crafting Mon- it’s made 

thismiraculously byadifferent .-.t 
beautiful first- studio. Capcorn 

person puzzler. has abandoned^ ’ 

The W/tnessf inds the Blue BdffiSer 
youexploringa sohisdesigner 

stunningisland Kickstarted 

coveredwith thisspiritual 

puzzles, mazes, successor, a 

andaudiobitsfor reimagining 

you to decipher. oftheformula. 













henyoustopandthink 
VA about it, it can be difficult 
S 1 jR tocomprehendthesizeof 
ouruniverse.lt'salways 
biggerthanthatbigthingyou'vejust 
imagined. Yep, eventhat. So is indie 
cosmos-'em-upNoMon'sSky.lts 
procedurally generated planets make 
The W/tcher3's Northern Kingdoms 
look as cramped as a sumo match in a 
phonebox- before you even consider 
that each one exists within its own solar 
system, within its own galaxy. 

You can go wherever you want, 
though sometimes you'll be restricted 


by your equipment. Your ship or suit 
may need to be upgraded to visit toxic 
or radioactive planets, which you can 
do by collecting creditsthrough mining 
materials, discovering new species 
or attackingand looting other ships 
and outposts. 

What'sthe eventual aim? The 
makers won't say, butthere will be 
a reasonforyoutoaimforthe centre 
ofthe universe. What you'll find there 
is anyone's guess. God? The meaning 
of life? Or an old man with a monolith at 
theendof his bed? It won't be long until 
youcanfindout... 





••• BEST INCOMING GAMES 


PSA Xbox One, PC /November 



iththefirst new Star Wars 
film since Return Of TheJedi 
due at the end of the year 
(The Phantom Menace? 
Revenge Of The Sith? Nope, never heard 
ofthem.,.) we were fully braced to be 
disappointed by the inevitable tie-in 
game- but Bott/efrontis shaping up 
to beanything but a lazy cash-in. 

For starters it embracesthe Star 
Wars universe at thetime of the original 
trilogy, rather than focusing on the 


newestfilm (although a Force Awokens 
DLC pack will be available shortly after 
thefilm's released), so it immediately 
appealsto everyone who's ever had 
an imaginary lightsaberfight, whether 
they're five years old or 45. 

But what really hits you is how well 
Dice has recreatedthat world. The 
team had accessto original props and 
materialsfromthefilms,plusthey 
visited locations around the world 
that were used for filming, scanning 


everything in 3D in order to create 
accurate models ofthem within the 
game -and that's a big part of what 
sucks you in as soon as you hear the 
first volley of blaster fire. 

Bott/efront will havea single-player 
mission, but the focus is very much on 
multiplayer, with 12 maps acrossfour 
planets. We've had a bash attwo of 
them (see below) - and Bottlefront 
is already lookingtobethe definitive 
Star Wars videogame. 


ON THE LIGHT SIDE 


ON THE DARK SIDE 










ladinthewhitearmour 
ofastormtrooper, 
assuming it would offer 
some camouflage against 
the snowy backdrop of ice 
planet Noth, we stepped 
into a 20-a-side battle, 

TIE Fighters screaming 
overhead and a giant AT-AT 
plodding by. The pew-pew 
of blaster fire rangout and 
we dropped dead. It doesn’t 
get much more Star Wars 
thanthat. 

Havingrespawned, 
we pressed on, now using 
boulders and trenchesfor 
cover - and trying not be to 
distracted by the incredible 
graphics and thosefamiliar 
characters. Eventhe most 
finicky Jedifan will struggle 
nottobeimpressed. 

Our job was to protect 
the AT-ATs while making 



surethescattered uplink 
stations were kept out 
of rebel hands. As inthe 
Bott/ef/e/dseries, wins rely 
onteamwork rather than 
straight-up kills, and Dice 
(the same dev makes both 
titles) has nailed thesense 
of beingjustasinglepartof 
a much larger battle. 

You can, if you’re lucky, 
pick up power-ups that are 
dotted aroundthe map. We 
managed to get behindthe 
controls of an AT-ST Walker 
and kill off a few enemies 
with a barrage of rockets. 
Butthatfirepower comes 
at a price. It was slow and 
trickyto manoeuvre, and 
left us rather exposed 
to attack. 

Towardstheendofthe 
demo we experimented 
with switching between 
first- andthird-person 
views. While the latter is 
good for keeping tabs on 
your surroundings, seeing 
throughtheeyesofa 
stormtrooper Just felt 
morenatural. Perhaps 
we do have designs on 
rulingthegalaxy,Justlike 
thattherapisttoldusall 
thoseyearsago... 


ateroninthesame 
galaxy, but on a warmer 
Tatooine, wetried the two- 
player co-op Survival mode, 
playingasthe Rebellion. It’s 
essentially a horde-style 
game in which youfight off 
waves of increasingly strong 
Alstormtroopers. 

Wedispatchedthefirst 
few quite easily, but when 
atougherfoeappeared-a 
stormtrooper withf lashes 
of red on his armour -things 
began to heat up. Literally. 
Blasters don’t useammo 
clips sothere’s nofaff ing 
around with reloading in 
Bottlefront I nstea d , gu ns 
overheat with prolonged 
use, forcing you to wait a 
few seconds before being 
abletofire again; some last 
longer than others. 

You’re also equipped with 
ajetpack, which has enough 
chargeto reach higher 
plains or simply to scarper 
from a gunf ight that you 
might not be winning. 

Before long, they sent 
an AT-ST ourway.Ofthe 
two loadouts available 
we’d picked the one with 
a seeking rocket launcher, 
and a few direct hits later 


our two-leggedfriend was 
a mass of mangled metal 
lying on the dusty floor. 

Youtravellight;apart 
from a rechargeable shield 
that will protect you from 
damage for a while, that’s 
pretty much the extent 
of your gear, but this isn’t 
meanttobegun-obsessed 
war-porn like Coll Of Duty. 
It’sStarWars. 

Unlike the 40-person 
multiplayer, thereare no 
unlimited respawns. You 
can grab extra lives when 
youfindthem,butif yourun 
out it’s up to your partner 
tofightofftheenemiesand 
completethe round before 
you can come back. If you 
both runout of lives, it’stime 
tojoin Obi Wan inthe big 
Cantina bar inthe sky. Game 
over, young Padawan. 
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Character 

assassination 

Collecttheright 
power-upinone 
ofthe battles and 
you’ll respawn as 
one of Star Wars’ 
most iconic 
characters. Luke, 
VaderandBoba 
(Fett)haveall 
beenannounced 
asplayablesofar, 
buttheone we’re 
holdingoutforis 
Admiral Ackbar. 
No matter what 
button you press, 
allhe’lleverdois 
bark:“lt’satrap!” 




fitain'tbroke,there'sno 
SN '^ssdtoaugmentitwith 
^ enhancedvision,wall- 
SSrNS smashingpunchesanda 
cloaking device -but despite Deus Ex's 
attitudetowards self-improvement, 
Monk/ndD/V/'deddoesn'tappear to stray 
toofarfromtheformula that earned it 
Stuff's full five stars (even if the boss 
fights were a pain inthe backside). 

It's 2029, and protagonist Adam 
Jensen is back inthe starring role. After 


the conclusion ofthe last game, which 
sawthetranshumansofthe world sent 
into a violent rage, the natural humans 
ofthe world are widely against their 
semi-roboticcounterparts, who've 
been shunned by the rest of society. 
Jensen is working with Interpoltotrack 
downtranshumanterrorists,andhe 
still wears shades at night. Perhaps 
he's in a band or something. 

Inthe years since 201TsHumon 
Revolution a number of extra 


augmentations have been developed 
forJensen to stash up his sleeve (or 
wherever else he can find space), 
including an arm-mounted gun 
and an obsidian defence screen 
calledaTitanShield. 

T h e m a i n ro/so n d 'e tre of D e us Ex 
has always been freedom of choice, 
so expect to seethe effects ofthe 
way you chooseto approach the 
game, whetherthat's silently sneaky, 
orallgunsbiazing. 


ALTERNATIVE SHOOTERS 


••• BEST INCOMING GAMES 


Tom Clancy's 
Rainbow 
SixSiege T 

b/ege looks far P 
more interesting I 
than Ro/nbow 'm 
SixPotriotsAn | 
two teams, the ., 
attackerstry 
torescuethe 
hostage while 
thedefenders 
try to stop them. ; 
Destructible 
environment^ . , i . q, 
allow Voutotu nr ' 

floors intodoors 

U^ng C4 and dLop_l^, 
in rfoixi above. _ 


Call Of Duty: 
BlackOpslll 

There was a new 
CoDcoming,and 
itwasTreyarch’s 
turn,soB/ock 
Ops/// it is! Blops 
theThirdwill 
introduce four- 
player co-opfor 
thecampaign, 
plusyoucan 
playasawoman. 
Because now 
ladiesareallowed 
todie needlessly 
forthe powers 
thatbeaswell. 
Yay equality! 


Halos 

Halo: Jhe Master 
Chief Collection 
will tide over! 
seriesfansWith 
HD updates, tut 
thisautumnis 
whentheFPS 
sensation makes 
its new-gen leap. 
Themultiplayer 
beta introduced 
major tvvisaks to 
thecompetitive 
formula, and /-/o/o 
5’s60fps engine 
oughttomake 
foraseriousXbox 
Oneshowcase. 


It was already 2029, but 
Jensen was still waiting 
for his kitchen extension 
to be completed 









See the Great 
Feel the Great 

The Visibly Smart LG G4 


LG G4, Stuff.tv, May 201 5 


Combining style with substance, the hotly anticipated LG G4 delivers a truly breathtaking visual 
experience. Featuring a pro-quality 1 6MP camera with an FI .8 aperture lens and 8MP front-facing 
camera for 'super selfies' you'll be able to capture professional-looking pictures that 'pop' with 
detail and clarity. Combine this with the stunning IPS Quantum Quad HD Display, and the G4 will be 
your perfect smartphone companion to capture and enjoy the moments that matter to you. 

In-stores and online from the end of May 201 5 

www.lg.com/ul</G4 


Tuesday ApfN?8 



DiapUy 


LASERo^fiJ^ 


Qualcomm- ^ 
snapdragon 


android 



••• BEST INCOMING GAMES 



ust as Guitar Hero embarks 
on its own reunion tour, so too 
does Harmonix's Rock Bond. 
Whereas its competitor has 
opted to reinvent itseif with ii ve video 
crowds and a t wo-iayer button iayout 
on its piastic axe, Rock Bond 4 seems 
(mostiy) content with reiiving the giory 
days and bringingtheciassic party 
experience to new consoies. Not that 
we're compiaining. 

if Rock Bond 3 seemed a iittie 
overstuffed with its keyboard controiier 
and iittie-appreciated focus on musicai 
instruction. Rock Bond 4 is aii about 
stripped-downfun: it'sguitar, bass, 
drumsandvocaisjammingin unison to 
a massive setiist of iicensed tunes. Given 
the good few years since we enjoyed 
the iast-gen entries - and spruced-up 
graphics aside - you couid' ve convinced 
usthat it wasthe exact same game. 

But there is meaningfui stuff to be 
found, mainiy with the newf reestyie 


j 



guitar soios. Ratherthan matching up 
exact notes coming down the chart, you 
can simpiy waii out whatever wiid widdies 
poptomind,andHarmonixsaysthegame 
does its best to make you sound more 
Jimmy Page than Jimmy Cricket no matter 
the input. Muiti-part vocai harmonies 
make their way over from The Beatles: 
Rock Bond, so backing singers are a 
weicome (optionai) addition. 

That oid-but-new approach extends 
to the hardware as weii. The instrument 


controiiers iook identicai to the previous 
ones, butthere are worthwhiietweaks: 
they're sturdier and more soiid-feeiing, 
piusthe microphone is better at picking 
up your iy ricai handiwork. But if you have 
the oid instruments stored away, those 
wiii work fine - P53 to PS4 and Xbox 360 
to Xbox One, of course. (Harmonix puiied 
off a mighty feat, but they can't perform 
cross-piatform miracies.) 

Same goesfor past music: aimost aii of 
the oid downioadabiesongsand on-disc 
tracks wiii carry over into Rock Bond 4 
across consoie generations, whiie the 
fuii new soundtrack inciudes bangers 
from Jack White, The Who, Fieet wood 
Mac and Queens Of The Stone Age, with 
pienty more yet to be reveaied. 

Reviving the oid band couid be a pricey 
proposition if you didn't hoid onto your 
piasticguitars:thefuiibundieis£220.But 
as ever. Rock Band 4 is an absoiute biast, 
and it couid be worth the investment to 
reignite your sociai (gaming) iife. 



Guitar 
Hero Live 

due October 
Activision has 
ditched cheesy 
animationin 
favourof live 
actionbutthebig 
development is 
GHL/Ve’saxe.lt 
hastworowsof 
buttonsatthe 
topoftheneck, 
which willtake 
somegetting 
usedtobut , 
could bethat bit 
moresatisfying 
toHQaster. 
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Is this what btif po^*^ ^ 
nuclear world will look 
like? Best get stocked 
up on Super Noodies 


U4 




Xbox One, PC /November 


t'sbeen200yearssince 
SR youenteredVaultm.Your 
wifeandkidarenowheretobe 
seen, presumably killed in the 
nuclear warthat led to your 
confinement, although on 
venturing outside and back 
home you discover that your 
helpful robotic nanny has 
survived and still recognises 
you -it'll even say your name 
(Bethesdahasprogrammed 
inthousands). 

There's also thefaithful 
hound from the trailer -and 
while it can't say your name, 
it can be commanded to go to 
certain locations, collect stuff 
andattackenemies. 

Thefamous VATS system 
also returns, allowing you to 
pause time, pick a specific body 


/ 

L 


part on an enemy and take a 
shotatit.lt'soneofthingsthat 
makesthe series different, and 
that bit more tactical than other 
RPG-tinged shooters. 

Sofar,soFo//out-butthen 
thingsgo a little bit Minecroft 
Where Fo//out3allowed you to 
change the decor in your post- 
apocalypticabode, in Fo//out4 
you'll beableto build a whole 
house. Or an entire settlement. 
Make it good enough and other 
people, including well-stocked 
traders, willmovein. 

All the post-apocalyptic 
detritus you gather can also 
now be reclaimed and used to 
customise your Power Armour 
and weapons, tothetune of 
thousands of variationsfor 
eachone. 


WHArSNEXTINVR 




Battlezone 

PS^ 

ItmightbeaVR 
remakeofthe1980 
Atari classic, but 
don’t expecttodon 
a Morpheus headset 
andseetheoriginal 
greenandblack 
wireframegraphics. 
Thisrebootisinfull 
technicoloupsoyour 
tank-based battles 
will have a Tron-esque 
feel. Infact, can we 
have a Tron game 
for Morpheus next 
please, Sony? 


Adrift 

PS^, Xbox One, PC 

Essentiallyatwiston 
Oscar-winningfilm 
Gravity, Adrift sees 
youwakingupalone 
on a wrecked space 
station. Withlimited 
oxygen and minimal 
resources, you must 
floatthroughthe 
wreckage and 
piece together what 
happenedsoyoucan 
find a way back home. 
It’scomingtoconsoles, 
butwe’llwaittoplayit 
onOculusRift. 


RIGS 

PS^ 

Inthisdeathmatch 

twoteamsofthree 

inTransformer-like 

mechs battle it out in 

a vast, multi-layered 

arenathatgivesthe 

gameafeelingof 

Titonfollcrossed with 

Unreal Tournament. 

It’sallpartofan 

organised'Mechanized 

Combat League’ - and 

ifthisiswhatsportwill 

belikeinthefuture, 

thensignusupfor 

aseasonticket. 
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No guns allowed: use 
your environment, 
agility, momentum and 
distracting footwear 


ith its slick, first-person 
\ T i V Jc parkourganneplay,the 
y i R original M/rror'sEdpe was 
a refreshing change of pace 
from run 'n' gun shooters - but it remained 
more a f leshed-out concept than a real, 
feature-packed world. 

Seven years later and Coto/yst is here 
to build onthosefoundations. It focuses 
on Faith, the protagonist whose red shoes 
we slipped into before, and takes place in 
the same unnervingly clean, dystopian 
city whose inhabitants are numbed by 
consumerism and ruled by fear. 

Yourfirsttest ofthe controls is when 
Faith escapesfromthefuturistic law 
enforcement officers. It's simple on 
papentapthe left bumperfor any upward 
movements likejumping (or hold to run 
along walls), and usethe left trigger for 
downward movements like sliding or 
rolling before landing. 

In reality it took five minutes before we 
were chaining movestogether fluidly, but 


afterfallingtoourdeathafewtimes,we 
found a satisfying rhythm, leaping over a 
fence, running along a wall and vaulting off 
an air duct before rolling to safety. 

Whereas before you were limited to 
sectioned-off rooftops, in Coto/ystthe 
whole city is your playground. You can 
run over and through buildings, and even 
taketothe streets. There are no loading 
screens, with seamlesstransitions 
designed to keep you moving at all 
times. That last part is important, as 


Faith is essentially immuneto damage for 
as long as she's in transit. 

Combat itself is easy to master, needing 
only two buttons to open up a serious can 
of whoopass. From drop-kicking enemies 
inthefacetodeliveringhead-spinning 
moves, it's impossible not to smile as you 
out-gun the bad guys without pulling a 
singletrigger. 

You can put yourfighting skillstothe 
test in Security missions, which see you 
delivering information across the city 
while the law does its best to stamp you 
out. Ortry Billboard Hack, which involves 
climbing over overhanging propaganda 
postersthendestroyingthem to display 
your own tag. 

But Dash mode is where the hardcore 
freerunners will spend most of theirtime, 
tryingto shave vital milliseconds off their 
A-to-B times. Failingall that, you can run 
around exploring the vast playground at 
your disposal, creating your own death- 
defying entertainment as you go. 
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ushroom, turtle, another 
SWl mushroonn, flower, topped 
with a Bullet Bill. It might sound 
likethe ingredients of Heston 
Blumenthal's latest creation, 
but it's actually an insanetower 
of enemiesthat Nintendo 
wantsto let you build, fine- 
tune, and eventually challenge 
your friends with on Super 
Morio Maker. 

And it's notjust the enemies 
you can tinker with. Using a 


simple set of level-building 
tools, players can construct 
their own 2D Mario worlds. The 
WiiU'stouchscreen and stylus 
mean you can easily pick up and 
rejigitems, and choose between 
the 8-bit or shiny HD graphical 
stylesfrom opposite ends of 
Mario's long Nintendo career. 
Youcanalsojumpinandout 
of edit mode as you play, so if 
you encounter a bit that you've 
madetoo hard (or too easy) 


you can immediately chuck in 
afewextraGoombas. 

If you don't think your skills 
are quite upto scratch, there'll 
be100pre-made levels, plus 
you'll be ableto download those 
made and shared by others. 

If nothing else, you can finally 
answer those questionsthat 
have been keeping you awake 
for years. What happens when 
you stick a bomb on a Koopa and 
plonkit underwater? 


S'? J avingsuccessfully 
M-C resurrected Wolfenstein 
last summer, Bethesda is 
bringing back another daddy 
of 'QOsshooters. 

Much like TheNew Order, 
the new Doom won't concern 
itself with the niceties of 
modern first-person shooters 
or hybrid RPGs. There'll be no 
waitingforachancetotakea 
clean shot, or stoppingto take 
a breather while your health bar 


fills back up to maximum -this 
is relentless, bullet-spraying 
chaosthat rewards speed 
and maintaining momentum. 
Cowering behind a wall is wasted 
timethat could be better spent 
heaving a chainsaw into a 
demon'sface. 

This is a reboot rather than a 
remake, so some weapons and 
enemiesfrom the original will 
return alongside new onesthat 
will hopefully retain the same 


levelsofsubtletyastheBFG- 
9000. Just don't tell your mum 
whatitstandsfor. 

Doom looks charmingly 
brash, butthat doesn't mean 
it'll be brainless. Its SnapMap 
mode Isa level editorthat'll allow 
you to make and share your own 
mapsforthe multiplayer mode, 
even opening upthe game's 
rules of logicto create whole 
new modes. Think Minecroft 
reimagined by Slayer. 
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ALTERNATIVELY 


ith Lara Croft back onthe 
Ni* scene, Nate Drake can't 
afford to sit around watching 
Dion Dubiin in Homes Under The 
Hommer, reminiscing with Suiiy 
about the good oid days -and 
with the power of the PS4to 
expioit, Naughty Dog'sfirst 
next-gen Unchortedgameis 
shaping upto be a spectacuiar 
finaietotheseries. 

The return of Drake's oider 
brother Sam, iong presumed 


dead, brings our hero out of 
retirement; and whiie over the 
course of thegamethe intrepid 
adventurers are sure to take in 
any number of giobe-spanning 
iocations in pursuit of the pirate 
treasurethey seek, what 
Naughty Dog has shown so 
fartakespiace in spectacuiar 
tropicai iocations, the most 
recent inciuding a dramatic car 
chasethrougha Madagascan 
hiiiside town. This wiii be thefirst 


time Drake has driven a car 
(perhaps he struggied with 
three-point turns), or indeed 
usedagrappiinghooktodeiiver 
swinging attacks, iike a monkey 
with an attitude probiem. 

Sowiiiitreaiiy betheendfor 
Drake?if Naughty Dog kiiis him 
offattheend,itwouidtakesome 
sortof misguidedfiashbackor 
reincarnation game to carry 
on.,.butcanyouhonestiysee 
Sony ietting him go that easiiy? 


Rise Of The 
TombRaid^ 

XboxQm/ 

Xbbx360 

Preferyour 
adventurersto 
come without a 
Y chromosome? 
Lara Croft also 
returnssoon 
(November, in 
fact) in a snow- 
covered search 
foralostcityin 
Siberia. Xbox 
Oneowners 
willget it first, 
sotheycanlord 
itupoversmug 
Uncharted 
fans, at least 
forawhile. 


PSA Xbox One, PC /March 2016 
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t begins in a very familiar 
^ KS place: a London pub. No, it's 
IjC RSi not Stuffs Monday morning 
meeting, it's Assassin's Creed 
Synd/'cote- the first ACgame to be set in 
Britain. Unfortunately there's notimefor 
a pint - we're quickly out into the streets of 
Victorian London, nearby factories pumping 
black smoke intothe sky, the roads busy 
with horse-drawn carriages. 

It's1868 and we've slipped intothe 
long black coat and top hat of Jacob Frye 
- a kind of action hero Russell Brand. His 
sister Evie is also playable but for now 
we're scaling the walls as Jacob in that 
familiar /\Cway, the added power of the 
PS4 meaning you can really pick out the 
handholds in the intricate architecture. ^ 

The Industrial Revolution is in full swing, * 
and with the capital growing rapidly the ^ 

wooden scaffolds make the rooftops ^ 

even more accessible. ^ 

Jacobalsohasanothertrick:arope J 

launcher. Our mission is to reach a rival 


gang's stronghold and eliminate them. 
We fire a rope up to a nearby rooftop and 
disappear intothe air like some sort of 
Dickensian Batman. 

/\C vets will be familiar with what 
happens next. Having stalked across 
the skyline, usingthezip-wireto bridge 
the bigger gaps and spotting landmarks 
from St Paul'sto Blackfriars station, 
we use Eagle Vision to survey the area. 
Members ofthe hilariously named 
Blighters gang glow red. There are 




10 of them, with hostages who will 
be killed if we're detected. We fire a 
hallucinogenic dart into a fire that a trio 
of Blighters have gathered around for 
warmth, sending a cloud of noxious gas 
into the air, causingthemtoturn on each 
other. Whiletwo fight it out, a bladeto 
the necktakes care of thethird. 

Having switched the top hat for a 
hood to signify added stealth, we clear 
the remaining seven with varying levels 
ofsneakiness,resortingtoapistolforthe 
final one and securingthe area as a safe 
place onthe map. 

But before we have a chance to move 
on, thegang's leader Bloody Nora (yes, 
really) arrives and a chase ensues, 
hijacking a horse and carriage to race 
through the busy London streets. It ends 
with a mass brawl, from which we emerge 
victorious (natch), and sister Eviejoins 
Jacobto declare toall within earshotthat 
they are now part ofthe pair's workforce. 
Will there be a pension plan included? 


Cor blimey, Guv’na! 


You’ve gawn and got 


claret all over me best 


stabbin’jacket! 
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The Ford GT is just one 
option in a stabie of over 
450 cars (please don’t 
drool on the bonnet) 


Xbox One /September 


orzoMotorsport 5 might 
N have been the shimmering 

V jeweiofthe Xbox One iaunch 

iine-up,butforaiiitsgraphicai 
biuster, the racer feit a bit dry and borrowed 
a iittietoo heaviiy from eariier games. 

Those are forgivabiecompiaintsfor the 
first new-gen entry, but not the next. 
Luckiiy, Turn 10 Studios' iatest effort 
shouid right any wrongs. 

No doubt, Forzo 6 deii vers strength in 
numbers - starting with the 450+ cars, 
which is doubiethe iast count, piusthey're 
aii f uiiy viewabie in the stunning Forzavista 
mode. Want to waik around your virtuai 
ride or examine the stitching on the ieather 
steering wheei? Feei free. The new Ford GT 
ieadsthe iine-up, but the array of iicensed J 
manufacturers is huge. J 

Forzo 6aiso bumps up the track count ^ 
to 26, a serious upgrade over the 14 seen ^ 
in Forzo 5, which got oid too soon due to J 

iimited iocations. Daytona internationai * 

Speedway and Brands Hatch are * 


u 


standouts, but the reai attention-grabber 
is Rio de Janeiro with itstight, winding city 
streets and eye-catching sights, it reaiiy 
shows off Forzo 6's graphicai upgrades, 
which is impressive given how stunning 
the iast game was. 

But it's not aii about graphicai pop. We 
had ago attwoofthebigadditionsbeing 
worked into Forzo 6: inciement weather 
and night racing. Thankstof uiiy rendered 
puddies- yes, 3D puddies,thefuture is 
truiy great - you'ii iose some controi by 


biasting through the wet stuff, it feit 
overiy punishing, but we'ii take Turn 10's 
word on the ievei of reaiism. 

Racing at night adds a thoroughiy tense 
eiement to the action, making defensive 
driving even more essentiai as headiights 
provide most of the iiiumination, 
particuiariyintheterhfyingtree-iined 
back section of Le Mans. 

Forzo’s impressive driving modei is 
weii estabiished across its decade-iong 
career, so asidefromthoseadditions, 
don't expect too many surprises - there 
are no bonnet-mounted bazookas or 
ejector seats. But that's no probiem: 
the core racing is impeccabiy refined and 
entertaining, and most of the compiaints 
fromtheiastgamehadtodowithsimpiy 
wanting more. Forzo 6 seems poised 
to address those gripes with its beefier 
garage and track iine-up, pius a potentiaiiy 
vast new Stories Of Motorsport career. 
Tried andtrue isn't a probiem whenthe 
racing isthisfantastic. 


Night-time driving and 
British-style weather 
have been included 
to add an extra layer 
of challenge 
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This fella is called 
Trico; we asked, but 
Pets At Home were 
all out of them 


■mf 






jr>l ay back in 2009, Sony 
showed offa game called 
TheLostGuord/on. It'd already 
been in development for two 
years and at that time we were 
still firmly in PS3 territory -the 
PS4wasfour years from even 
being announced. And then.,, 
nothing. The small boy and 
hisdog-eagle-cat-thing 
disappeared and developers 
Teamicofellsilent. 

But The Lost Guordionis 
finally back. The little boy is 
still unnamed, but we now know 
thatthedog-eagle-cat-thingis 
called Trico. Where his emerald 
green horns came from -and 
whoremovedthem-isanyone's 
guess, as is much of the overall 
storyline. We have, however, 
seen a sequence not shown 


tothepublicthatinvolvedthe 
pair escapingfrom a cell-like 
room within the ruined city that 
holdsthemcaptive. 

Themakersexplained 
thattheiraimistoblendthe 
companionship of /co with 
the giant creatures of Shadow 
Of The Colossus. The original 
hand-painted style remains, 
and that's vital in recreating 
the wonderful ethereal quality 
that made those earlier games 
so easy to get lost in; plus it 
retainsthesense of height 
that makesthose leaps 
across chasms such heart- 
in-mouthmoments. 

It might have been nearly 
tenyearsinthemaking,but The 
LostGuord/onisshapinguptobe 
worththewait. 


WORKING BACKWARDS 


The Last Guordion 

wasmeantforthe 

PS3,butit’sbeenso 

longindevelopment 

its eventual home 

willbethePS4. 

So what if you’ve 
got other old-gen 
gamesyou still 
wantto play? Some 
areavailableonthe 
PlayStation Store, 
but Microsoft has 
stolenamarchon 
Sonyandfinally 
added backwards 
compatibilityto 
theXboxOne- 
somethingthat 
many gamers have 
clamouredforfrom 
thebeginning. 

Microsoft’s list of 
compatiblegamesis 
short-21sofar-and 
the highlight is Moss 
Effect (above). Still, 


thefeaturedoesn’t 

launchuntilautumn 

sothere’stimefor 

ittoexpand. 

However, after 
the success of 
remastered versions 
of last-gen games 
like GTA Vand The 
Last Of Us, some 
developers might 


rathertapintothe 
extra cash available 
throughsprucingup 
their oldtitles, rather 
thanmissingoutby 
allowingMicrosoft 
to simply makethem 
compatible withthe 
newer console. Only 
time(andtake-up) 
willtell. 







e' ve never been that enamoured with Guerrilla's overly linear 
K'///zonegamesbut/-/or/zon;ZeroDownlookstobeanotherkettleof 
robot snakes. Zero Downfeatures a huge open world inhabited by robotic 
animals, giving it thefeel of a mechanised safari park. As it turns out it's 
actually Earth but nature (working with some rogue evolving technology) 
has reclaimed the cities, hencethe organically high-tech feel; and if it plays 
as well as it looksthis is a world we're keen to start exploring in more detail. 
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Gears Of War 4 

XboxOne 

AsthefifthGeors 

Of Worgamein 

theseries,this 

onewillbecalled 

GOW4(obviously). 

MarcusFenixhas 

gone, replaced by 

achapcalledJD.He 

hasaslightly less 

impossiblydeep 

voice, butasimilar 

penchant for moving 

lotsof bulletsvery 

fastfrominsidehis 

guntotheinside 

of anythingthat's 

tryingtokillhim. 


Unravel 

XboxOne. PC 
Aside-scrolling 
platformerthat’s 
reminiscent of Little 
Big Planet, Kirby and 
a less nightmarish 
L/mbo. The knitted 
protagonist, Yarny, 
unravelsashegoes, 
so you have to make 
ittotheendofeach 
level usingthewool 
tobridgegapsand 
lassofishtopull 
you across water, 

^ withoutgettingin 
i atangleandrunning 
] out of yourself. 



Tom Clancy's 
Ghost Recon 
Wildlands 

PS^. XboxOne. PC 

Withearlyplays 

of TheDivisionnot 

quitematchingthe 

initialexcitement, 

W/7d/ondslookslike 

apromisingbackup. 

Equally impressive 

free-roaming 

combinedwith 

amuchgrittier, 

contemporary 

settingseems 

likeasolidrecipe 

forsuccessinthis 

open-worldshooter. 


For Honor 

PS^. XboxOne. PC 

Itwasn’tallgames 

witha‘4’intheir 

nameatES.Ubisoft’s 

ForHonorallows you 

toplayasasamurai, 

medievalknightor 

Vikingandfocuses 

onpreciseone-on- 

onecombat. Rather 

than button-bashing 

you will needto 

positionyourblade 

andtimeyourstrikes 

properly, not just 

swingitaround 

likeyou’retrying 

to behead a wasp. 


South Park: 

The Fractured 
But Whole 

PS^, XboxOne, PC 

Sayitoutloud. Yep, 

this is a South Pork 

gameallright.Despite 

sayingthey'dnever 

makeanothervideo 

game,Stoneand 

Parkerareon board 

again, soexpect 

Cartman, Kenny 

andco'ssuperhero 

storytobeaswildly 

inappropriateas 

the TV show. We 

wouldn't expect 

anythingless. 


Mass Effect: 
Andromeda 

PS^. XboxOne. PC 


Despitehaving 
nonumberinthe 
title, Andromedo 
is essentially Moss 
Effect 4. It takes 
place long after 
theoriginaltrilogy, 
although puzzlingly 
youwon’tbeplaying 
asthecharacterin 
theannouncement 
trailer. The biggest 
question:howdoes 
itgetaroundthe 
ratherfinalending 
of Moss Effect 3? 
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Optimised for portability, PM-3 is the World's 
lightest closed-back planar magnetic design. It 
provides privacy and noise isolation and features 
high sensitivity and comfortable fit. 

U Simply put, the Oppo PM-3 are my favourite 
closed-backed headphones currently available, j j 
Sounds Vision 

ti ...this is a superbly built, exceptionaliy comfortable 
and immensely talented headphone j j 
AV Forums 

a The Oppo PhA-S are some of the best 
portable headphones ever made, j | 

Trusted 


Hfl-2 

Portable 
Headphone 
Amplifier 
& USB DAC 



HA-2 is a compact headphone amplifier and 
USB DAC featuring ESS Sabre^^ Reference ES 
9018-K2M DAC chip and support for 384 
kHa/32-bit PCM and DSD up to 1 1 .2MHz. 

(( A gem of a headphone a mp/DAC at a very competitive 
price. Deserves to win plenty of friends. || | 
Hi-Fi Choice 

t £ ...a crush ingly competent piece of 
equipment for the asking price y y 
AV Forums 
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• MindNode 


^□■TEST APRS 


App:roved 


stuff says ★★★★★ 

£7.99 /iOS; £14.99/ OS X 


Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

from £free / Android; 

£1.49 /iPhone; £2.29 /iPad 


No need to f iip back to the cover 
to check if you accidentaiiy 
picked up Business Stuff Digest 
- yes, we reaiiy are covering 
a mind-mapping app. But that’s 
because MindNode is perfect 
for sorting your thoughts, no 
matter what kind of thinking 
you happen to be invoived with. 
The branching diagrams are easy 
to create on Mac or iOS and can 


have images and ‘hidden’ notes 
appiied; there’s even an Appie 
Watch app for browsing recent 
documents in outiine view. 


FOR 

ARCADE 

ANARCHY 


# Geometry Wars 3: 
Dimensions 


# lypeDrawing 

When touchscreens arrived, 
peopie derided the notion of 
virtuai finger-painting because 
that was ‘for chiidren’. The foois! 
Being abie to directiy manipuiate 
on-screen canvases with a digit 
changed creativity in exciting 
ways. In this app, your digitai 
paintings comprise user-defined 
text strings, the characters sized 
by the speed of your strokes. An 
iOS ciassic now on Android, it’s 
free, but lAP can remove the ads 
and get you more fonts. 


FOR 

BUILDING 
A BOAT 


You Must 
Buiid A Boat 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 

/ / 


On the surface, this is the same 
Robotron-inspired twin-stick 
shooty action that arcade fans 
have ioved since the dawn of the 
series. You zoom about, biowing 
away aii manner of kamikaze 
shapes; but this entry isn’t aii 
about fiat arenas - it now has 
a three-dimensionai eiement. 

It looks fantastic, sounds great 
and has pitch-perfect controis. 
This is consoie-quaiity gaming 
on your phone that’s simpie to 
get into but a chaiienge to master. 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 

£3.82 /Android; £3.99 /iOS 


^ 99 










Discover more: anewperspective.olympus.co.uk 
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Mini meme 
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Samsung’s see-through 
Safety Trucks help you see 
ha^ands on the road ahead 


Samsung has an a^ray of 
oommspaal but the 

■ ^smpany s reach m varst and vanad^ 
and w occasionally hear about 
intnguifig phianthnspic 
experimefits designed to help 

or overcome prdbtema via 
ingenuity and techrKstogy aiihe. 


Ill Rn 

♦ 

• Longform 

The idea here is to buck the trend 
of bite-sized oniine articies and 
get peopie reading news stories 
with depth. The app sometimes 
comes across iike a worthy 
Twitter, but there's something 
great about it oniy iisting articies 
of 2000 words or more; it's ideai 
for peopie who don't have a 
short attention.,. SQUIRREL! 
Sorry, attention span. 


HAVE WE 
GOT NEWS 
FOR YOU- 


One such project is Samsung's new 
Safety Truck, wtiich alPPws cars 
O V ^ D* 

• Reeder 

For when Feediy isn't enough, 
there's Reeder - weii, at ieast 
there is if you've got an iPhone. 
The app's a styiish and smart 
way to browse and read 
RSS feeds, and the buiit-in 
'Readabiiity' view strips articies 
to copy and images aione. Appie 
might bang on about animations 
and biing, but we just want the 
words, man. 


Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

£free / iOS 


Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

£3.99 /iOS 



Dwi vf vrtis Hoipilne wOl bt » 

thisThur^v. t ^th June, and itH 


IrKoming Daftness 


■ " ' ' ^ © .-.3 t 

The doctor's view: which data 
should you track ocid why? | Stuff 


digs 

h 1 iuvCm ' 

John Oliver Takes On 
Oamergale, Revenge Rom And 
Online Harusment 


li) (hii cwHiemd wwld vuffcO wih 

iflMrt yoti ew mewow afl nofu b«iai- 

Evjluik and “Wtnf am I 
diui 


Ap, a lioclor I wn"! (p.'E w wtvf lot erf' vjiu« tc 
llh: output of OKHt muetdoxvi. Few me Id dfl se> 


Q o a 


UN Accuses Israel And Hamas 
Of Possible War C rimes Dittlng 
2014 Oaza War 




• Feediy 

When Googie set fire to Googie 
Reader, Feediy heroicaiiy took 
over, providing a robust, free 
way to subscribe to website 
RSS feeds. The worid might 
iook on in scorn from their 
Twitters and their Facebooks, 
but you'ii use this app and know 
you're not missing important 
news due to an inundation of 
ioicatGiFs. 


• Instapaper 

Uniqueiy for this round-up, 
instapaper isn't designed to 
bring the news to you - you 
send the news to instapaper, 
via a browser shortcut, it's 
essentiaiiy, then, a PVR for 
saved articies, aiso stripping 
out Junk to ieave pure text 
and images. Got nothing to 
send? The 'Browse' section 
has you covered. 


• Digg 

Once the dariing of the internet, 
sodai news site Digg feii on 
hard times and had to do the 
web equivaient of busking for 
pennies, its current incarnation 
on mobiie, dating from a 2012 
reiaunch, is very smart indeed. 
The app is simpie but sieek, 
and the feeds feei as though 
they've been edited for you 
by actuai humans. 


Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

£free / Android, iOS 


Stuff says ★★★★★ 

£f ree / Android, iOS 


Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

£f ree / Android, iOS 
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• Flipboard 

Appie News is deariy heaviiy 
inspired by Fiipboard, so go 
for the originai, which is aiso 
on Android. Foiiow peopie 
and topics! Compiie and share 
custom mags! Get irritated 
by the gimmick that pretends 
scroiiing doesn't exist! You can 
aiso browse Twitter timeiines, 
which is weird but oddiy good. 

Stuff says ★★★★☆ 

£free / Android, iOS, 

Windows Phone 
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[ Words Andrew Williams ] 


FIRST TEST PEBBLE TIME 


A polished Pebble 

Pebble's new smartwatch is the most successful Kickstarter project 
ever, promising more fun than an Apple Watch for a fraction of the cost 




£180 / getpebble.com 


Hate the idea of charging your 
watch every day? Reiax, there's 
none of that here. The Pebbie 
Time iasts for a week, aithough 
four days is more iikeiy if you 
make fuii use of it. 

That's stiii a iot ionger than the 
competition, and this is much more 
siender than the average Android 
Wear, it's not quite an Appie Watch 
beauty, but you can wait for the 
Time Steei if you want something 
more sophisticated. 

Thanks to a siightiy curved 
back and fiexibie strap, the Pebbie 
is very comfy - and it is just 
terrificaiiy easy to iive with. A iot 
of that is down to the battery iife, 
which is made possibie by the 
iow-energy coiour screen. This 
is an LCD, but not as we know it: 
coiours are siightiy muted, there 
are oniy 64 shades, it's biocky 
and it isn't backiit. 

it's iess attention-grabbing 
than most smartwatch screens, 
and it's on 24/7. There's aiso a 
iight that turns on when you fiick 
your wrist, so you can see the 
screen at night, it's not fiashy, 
but weiikethat-aiot. 
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1Body 

Whiie most of the Pebbie Time 
is piastic, the face is toughened 
giass surrounded by stainiess 
steei. Steei is tough, but the 
PVD coating isn't, it iooks good, 
but you need to be very carefui 
to keep it in good nick, it is 
waterproof to 30m, though. 


2 Screen 

The 1.26in, 144x168 screen isn't 
high-end in the spec department, 
but it has a retro charm and the 
aiways-on, iow-energy styie is 
what makes the Pebbie Time so 
nice to iive with, it can oniy deai in 
64 coiours, though, compared to 
the 16.8 miiiion of most screens. 


3 Battery 

On the back you'ii find the power 
connector, it's a proprietary 
system but hooks in easiiy to the 
suppiied cabie with magnets, and 
can be piugged into any USB port 
for a Juice-up. Pebbie says you'ii 
get up to a week off one charge; 
we got around four days. 



48 hours with the 
Pebble Time 


• Good 

• Meh 

• Evil 


Smins lOmins 12mlns ISmIns 3hrs 5hrs 9hrs 10hrs 22hrs 24hrs 
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FIRST TEST PEBBLE TIME 


Tech specs 


OS Pebble OS Screen 1.26in 64-colour 
front-lit LCD with 144x168 resolution 
Processor ARM Cortex-M4 100MHz 
Connectivity Bluetooth, magnetic charge cable 
Dimensions 41x38x9. 5mm 
Weight 42. 5g 



4 Microphone 

There's a little pinhole on the 
Pebble Time's right side. This 
is a microphone. The idea isn't 
to use the watch as a phone, 
thankfully, but to let you dictate 
notes and, well, who knows 
what when developers start 
adding support for it. 


5 Buttons 

Rather than a touchscreen, the 
Pebble Time uses four buttons. 
The one on the left is a 'back' 
button while the other three are 
used to flick up and down menus 
and select items. You don't get the 
swooshy feel of an Apple Watch, 
but won't look silly using it either. 



26hrs 28hrs 29hrs 44hrs 47hrs 


Appytomeetyou 

The Appie Watch may have thousands of app 
developers on board, but Pebble have a few too.. 




Wearable maker Misfit has 
made an app that counts 
your steps and monitors 
your sleep, without you 
having to tell it you're off 
for a kip. It even gives you 
a buzz when you hit your 
activity target. 


1 Pixel Miner! 


Thinkjust watching a 
miner slowly dig through 
the ground wouldn’t be 
fun? Think again. This is 
probably Pebble’s most 
addictive game. You save 
up to upgrade the miner’s 
speed and equipment. 



. Music 


The inbuilt Music app 
lets you control songs 
on your phone, and even 
shows on screen what's 
playing. It’s more useful 
than the standard controls 
you get with an inline 
headphone remote. 


By piggybacking off 
your phone's internet, 
TripAdvisor lets you 
find restaurants and 
attractions, read reviews 
and even find your way 
to places. Great for a 
quick browse. 


The Pebble Time really ‘gets’ that 
smartwatches are used for things 
that take a second or two - living 
with it is so easy. If you want to 
start living through your wrist, get 
an Apple or Android Wear watch, but I’d be 
happier with one of these. It’s just a shame 
the bezel is so easy to scratch - it’ll look 
tatty before long, ^wwwdotandrew 



STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 

Pebble keeps it simple with another 
great watch that changes for your 
needs, not the other way around 
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Sunshine Yellow? Relish Red? Autumn Amber? Whatever your colour, since 1965 Autoglym has been 
enhancing the paintwork of cars and allowing all colours to radiate through. 

Scientifically proven to reveal the full spectrum of light for your eyes to enjoy. Only Autoglym delivers 
superior colour refraction. There will never be a dull moment in your life. CelebrateTrue colours with Autoglym. 

To receive a complimentary bottle of our new Bodywork Shampoo on orders over £25 enter code 
‘STUFFBWS’ at checkout. 



Vords Julian'i^^llitehorn Photography Adriac Myers 



■ GOPRO HERO 4 BLACK 


■ GARMINVIRB ELITE 


<IGEE ACTION CAM 


We attache^ the top four action 
cameraslgiour whitewat^ 
expertsliiJ sent them inta 
SG^e challenging rapids 


centre’s most experienced 
kayakers each took a camera 
for several wild rides through 
the course’s rapids, drops, 
holes and eddies. Go to bit.ly/ 
action-cams-test to compare 
the footage. 

After their thorough 
dunking in the frothy stuff, 
we mounted the cams in 
a variety of positions from 
helmets to handlebars while 
out riding bikes. This helped 


to test their capabilities in 
fast-moving situations and 
in changing light conditions. 
Each one was tested at 1080p 
at various frame rates, and at 
up to 4K where available. 

After tucking our exhausted 
action cams into bed, we 
analysed their footage and 
editing software before 
crowning our champion... 
Special thanks to Lee Valley 
White Water Centre, Herts 


There’s no point taking the 
world’s toughest action cams 
on a family orienteering trip. 
So instead we subjected them 
to two rigorous tests. 

The first took place at Lee 
Valley White Water Centre 
(visitleevalley.org.uk), the 
course where Team GB 
struck canoeing gold in 
London 2012. Four of the 
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ON LOCATION 




CANOE yiE\N 


“I didn’t notice the Bandit 
on my helmet at all - it 
had no effect on my 
paddling or rolling. It 
was super-easy to use 
thanks to the loud beep 
for starting and stopping 
recording, which I could 
easily hear over the roar 
of the water. The camera 
did get knocked slightly 
out of position at one 
point, but the automatic 
sleep mode meant 
battery life was 
surprisingly good.” 


The Bandit’s bullet shape 
makes it unobtrusive 
and less likely to get 
knocked off, while its 
rotating mechanism 
makes it perfect for 
mounting to the side of 
a helmet and maintaining 
a perfectly framed shot. 


It doesn’t have a slide 
switch like the Garmin, 
but TomTom’s star 
button on the back 
starts the filming and 
adds highlight tags, 
while the button just 
in front of the screen 
stops the recording. 


The Bandit features a 
Batt-stick, an ingenious 
design that makes 
charging batteries and 
swapping microSD cards 
easy. It slides out of the 
back and plugs directly 
into a USB port - no cable 
or card adaptor required. 






ON LOCATION 




■ Price £300 / tomtom.com 

■ Tester Ange Thompson 

TomToms are gradually disappearing 
from car dashboards thanks to 
powerful sat-nav apps, but we’re 
starting to see more of them on 
helmets instead. The company’s first 
action cam shows plenty of promise, 
with video resolution up to 4K, a host 
of sensors to extract the statistical 
goodness from your action-packed 
expioits, plus GPS and an interface 
inspired by its running watches. 

Bullet on your head 

The Bandit's compact bulletcam 
form is a welcome change from the 
GoPro's boxiness, and its low-profile 
mounting system and size mean 
you can wear it on your head without 
looking like the human equivalent 
of a Google Street View car. 

For kayaking duties we had to 
add the optional waterproof lens 
cover. This screws on in place of 
the standard white-edged cover 
and makes it waterproof to 50m 
as opposed to just splashproof. 
Unfortunately it also closely 
covers the mic, almost completely 
blocking the audio as a result. 

Noisy at night 

The video quality is reasonable 
but it struggles in low light, with 
speckles of digital 'noise' appearing 
in the footage. Shooting at 4K is at 
15 frames per second, which is fine 
for static shots but makes fast action 
look Jerky. It manages a more useful 
60fps at lOSOp for capturing fast 
motion, or 30fps at 2.7K. 

There are also timelapse and 
slow-mo modes available. You can 
film timelapses up to a resolution 
of 4K - resulting in a 30fps 4K video 
- but the quality of both is a little 
disappointing, showing a loss of 
detail and smearing in places. 

Stats entertainment 

The onboard display will look highly 
familiar to users of TomTom's fitness 
watches. To check how your shot 
is framed, you'll need to switch on 
the Bandit's Wi-Fi to hook up to 
TomTom's Android or iOS app, which 
provides the most lag-free remote 


viewfinder experience we've had 
from an action cam. It's also where 
you can get busy editing and sharing. 
It's possible to overlay video with 
GPS and sensor metrics on iOS, 
but not on Android. 

The Bandit's neat quick-release 
mounting plates are a useful 
innovation. Pinching opposite 
sides together releases the sprung 
mounting clip quickly and easily, 
despite being reassuringly secure 
during use. 

The basic kit comes with three 
mounts: one curved sticky helmet 
mount, one flat sticky mount and 
a mount for using with widely 
available GoPro hardware - a wise 
addition that recognises how 
important having a number of 
different mounting options is to 
getting good shots. 

You can pair the Bandit with 
TomTom's Bluetooth heart-rate 
strap for more stats linked to your 
video, and also operate it via a small, 
simple button remote that can be 
worn on your wrist, rucksack strap 
or handlebars. 

Speedy sharing 

The Bandit's headline feature is its 
focus on editing and sharing footage 
straight from your phone. 

As with the GoPro, you can tag 
highlights manually - by hitting the 
record button while already recording 
- but the TomTom's built-in sensors 
will automatically tag your vids too. 

In the timeline of your clips you'll see 
different icons where you've hit your 
top speed, taken a tumble (g-force) 
or caught some air (vertical speed), 
as well as max acceleration and 
deceleration. It's really effective 
and immediately gives you a great 
starting point for your edit. 

The ‘shake to edit' feature serves 
up a string of short highlights, but 
you'll still want to spend some time 
removing clips from earlier sessions, 
picking data overlays and uploading 
to YouTube. It's not seamless, but 
it's the best option we've seen for 
getting your footage out into the 
world quickly. 


Thompson , 

Kayak Jackson — 
Karma (Small) 

Favourite i 

kayaking spot I 

Fort William, 

Scotland 

Fuel Gummy bears ' 

Watersports hero 

Hannah Burgess i 


lOSOpat 60fps, 
4Kat15fps, 
16MP stills 


Connectivity 

Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 

Water resistance 


Splashproof, 
or waterproof to 
50m with optional 
lens cover 

Dimensions 


94x38x52mm, 

J90g, 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


Smart design and it’s the kino of quick edits, 
but video quality doesn’t hit the high notes 


Tech specs 


Resoiution 











[The button of power^ 


[Keep it in 7 house 


ON LOCATION ACTION CAMS 


The side button activates Wi-Fi 
when it’s off, takes you to settings 
when the camera is on, and adds 
a ‘HiLight tag’ if pressed while 
filming. This sounds confusing, 
but you soon get the hang of it. 


While cheaper cameras sacrifice 
higher-end features for a built-in 
touchscreen, you can plug an LCD 
Touch BacPac (£65) into the back 
of the Hero 4 Black, or add a 
Battery BacPac (£40) instead. 


Most cameras require add-on 
waterproof cases, but the Hero 
4 Black comes with its own 
60m-waterproof housing. If you’d 
prefer, you can strip it back and 
use the The Frame’ mount (£33). 


GOPRO HERO ^ BLACK 



Favourite 


Name Joey Allen 
Kayak Dagger 
-Mamba 8.1 


■ Price £410 / gopro.com 

■ Tester Joey Allen 
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Fuel Mars bar 




banana 


Watersportshero 

Arthur Gorton 



“Hold on, that isn’t the new super- 
dinky GoPro,” you may be thinking. 
And you’re right - we tested the 
Hero 4 Black rather than its new 
baby brother, the Hero 4 Session 
(see p14). The latter will be given 
a Stuff grilling soon, but this 
4K-capable flagship is the one 
for this heavyweight test. It comes 
with the familiar polycarbonate 
waterproof housing and enough 
options to make it a bona fide 
professional filming device. 

Mount pleasant 

Like most of the other action cams 
here, the GoPro comes with basic 
sticky mounts - one curved and 
one flat - plus a couple of short 


pivot-arm sections to give a bit 
of adjustment. Because GoPro 
is so established, you1l be able to 
find mounts that fit on anything 
from your guitar to your dog. The 
TomTom and the 4GEE both come 
with GoPro-compatible mounts 
that take advantage of their 
competitor's ubiquity. 

Unlike some of its cheaper 
variants, such as the Hero 4 Silver 
(£330), there's no touchscreen 
viewfinder on the Hero 4 Black; if 
you want to see what you're pointing 
at you'll have to use the app. Still, the 
small monochrome LCD on the front 
is useful. It shows main settings at 
a glance, and the system of three 
buttons - power/mode on the front. 


record/enter on top and a Wi-Fi/ 
settings button on the side - is 
surprisingly quick to use. 

Appy partner 

Changing deeper settings requires 
you to use the app, though. It's a 
brilliant companion to the camera, 
and having all the settings on one 
page lets you check everything is 
Just how you like it before you start 
shooting. This is especially useful 
when you start delving into the 
GoPro's wealth of options, 
including its new night mode, 
which allows longer exposures on 
photos as well as perfecting the 
setups for your latest timelapse. 

In the live view mode there's a bit 











CANOE VIEW 



Resolution 4lJ( at 

30fps,1080pat 

120fs,16MP-5till5 

Connectivity Wi-Fi 

Water resistance 

Waterproof 

to 50m 

Dimensions 

41x59x30mm,“ 

152g 


more lag than the quick TomTom, but 
it's only two seconds or so. 

The Hero 4 Black is comfortably 
the most expensive camera in this 
test, so you'd hope it would deliver 
the best image quality. Thankfully, it 
does: this is only camera on test that 
shoots proper 4K at 30fps, and it 
shows: the action is smooth and 
the GoPro's great dynamic range 
captures more detail in the shadows 
and highlights as well as delivering 
more natural colours. 

While its rivals do basictimelapse 
videos, the GoPro has a potentially 
bamboozling number of options 
from video timelapses in 4K to video 


and timelapse at the same time 
in 1080p. There's even night lapse 
mode, which adjusts shutter speed 
to allow it to capture impressive 
shots of the night sky, or lights 
from passing traffic snaking along 
dark roads. Yes, the GoPro is 
expensive, but it isn't a camera 
you'll get bored with quickly. 

Editing sweet 

You can't do any editing in the 
GoPro app, so while out and about 
you can only share video clips. But its 
desktop editing software is powerful. 
The intuitive layout and step-by-step 
process help you get editing quickly. 


while there are plenty of tools 
for changing the look and feel 
of your video. 

You can apply different filters 
with presets, slow down footage, 
then get it out there for your 
friends to see. There are even 
editing templates with music 
based on a handful of popular 
GoPro videos so you can slot 
your own footage straight in. This 
software alone is responsible for 
the spread of GoPro-shot videos, 
and now third-party apps like 
Antix (Efree / iOS, Android) are 
bringing auto-editing powers like 
those seen on the TomTom Bandit. 


I 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 


A powerful action-film-making tool with great 
desktop editing software - it’s still the one to beat 
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GARMIN VIRB ELITE 


■ Price £210 / garmin.com 

■ Tester Sean Clarke 


Garmin might be relatively new 
to action cams, but it has a wealth 
of tough outdoor experience in 
everything from sailing to cycling. 
Long, flat, and in a rubbery black and 
white casing, the Garmin Virb Elite’s 
styling can be traced back to some 
of the firm’s handheld GPS units. 

King of controls 

The Virb Elite's display is a 1.4in 
‘chroma’ screen that is designed 
specifically for use in bright light. 

It works well, using ambient light 
instead of a backlight, giving it good 
visibility outdoors and low power 
consumption. You won't want to 
watch whole movies on it, but for 
framing and information purposes 
it does an admirable job. 

The Virb is the only camera here 
with a slider switch instead of a 
button to start recording. It's our 
favourite method of controlling an 
action cam; you know absolutely 
when it's recording or not, and you 
can use it to start recording from 
powered off - no holding buttons or 
accidentally double-pressing. Perfect 
for when it's helmet-mounted and 
you can't see what you're doing. 

Auto-recording smarts 

As with its bike-computer cousins, 
the Virb's GPS can be set to start 
and stop when you do, so it doesn't 
use up all its memory (and battery) 
unnecessarily. If you're out on the 
mountain you can also set it to record 
when you start going downhill - again, 
great for cutting out the lift runs on 
your skiing or biking session. 

The camera itself is a little 
ungainly, and it isn't helped by 
the rather bulky mounting system, 
which leaves it sitting high off its 
mounting point. It comes with a pair 
of sticky mounts - one curved and 
one flat. It was dunked a number of 
times during kayaking without its 
waterproof dive housing, so it is 
clearly more than splashproof. 

A video natural 

This quality extends to the video 
itself - footage from the Virb Elite 


has bags of detail and natural colours, 
coming second only to the GoPro in 
the quality of its footage. 

Like the TomTom, the Virb Elite is 
a master of data collection. It uses 
its inbuilt GPS, accelerometers and 
gyroscope to measure g-force, 
distances and speed. It will display 
these as you move (only really useful 
when mounted on bike handlebars) 
and save them to overlay on your 
footage when editing. 

You have the option of attaching 
ANT+ accessories to the Virb Elite 
to further add to your growing pile 
of data. So if you've already got a 
heart-rate belt, cadence sensor or 
power meter lying around, you can 
get those in on the act. 

Mind the app 

We had a lot of trouble with the 
Android remote app. Whenever 
we tried to start recording from the 
app it didn't work, even causing the 
camera to freeze a couple of times. 
It's a far cry from the TomTom's 
stellar mobile effort. From the 
intro screens on the app, it appears 
that Garmin has focused its mobile 
support on its newer Virb XE camera, 
leaving the Virb and Virb Elite out in 
the cold somewhat. 

Statty professor 

Garmin's free Virb Edit software is on 
hand to help you slot together your 
GPS-logged masterpiece. It makes 
good use of the camera's many 
sensors, allowing you to overlay your 
footage with G-Metrix - stats such 
as speed, acceleration, position and 
even g-force. Our favourite of these 
is one we've only seen on Formula 1 
TV coverage, with a dot in a circle that 
shows lateral forces as you speed up, 
slow down and corner. 

There is a wide range of G-Metrix 
layout choices, and you can even 
customise your own. As an editing 
package it's pretty basic, but its 
simplicity helps keep you focused. 
MP4 is the only export format 
option, so if you want to squash 
the file down a bit you'll have to 
use a secondary editing package. 



Name Sean Clarke 


Kayak 2013 
-Jackson Kayak - - 
Super Star 
Favourite 
kayaking spot 
The White Nile, 
Uganda 

Fuel Black coffee 

Watersports hero 


I Rush 


Sturge^ 



Resolution 

-1080 at SOfps, 
16MP stills 


Connectivity 

Wi-Fi, ANT+, GPS ■ 

Water resistance 

Splashproof, or 
“watemroofTb 
50m in optional 
dive case j 

Dirnensions | 

32x53x111mm, 
J77g.._ 


I 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 


There are a few niqgles, but the picture’s 
great and it’s excellent value for money 
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Sun block 


ON LOCATION ACTION CAMS mUM 


CANOE VIEW 


“The Virb is a little 
heavier than other 
action cams I’ve used 
and I was initially worried 
about its bulkiness, 
but once I was on the 
water I barely noticed 
it. I really liked the ease 
of the on/off switch - 
just a quick flick and it’s 
recording - and it stayed 
securely in place the 
whole time, even with 
some hefty party wave 
action and arms flailing 
everywhere.’’ 


The Virb Elite’s reflective 
Chroma LCD works with 
ambient light rather than 
using a backlight. This 
is a trick taken from 
Garmin’s handheld GPS 
range; it produces clear 
text and previews even 
in blazing sunshine. 


This main button is a 
simple way to eliminate 
any “Is it recording?’’ 
confusion. Slide one way 
to start recording, slide 
back again to stop. Best 
of all, if it’s off, the slider 
switches it on and starts 
recording in one go. 


The Virb Elite is packed 
with accelerometers, 
gyroscopes and a 
compass as well as GPS 
to track your every move. 
With Virb Edit software, 
you can lay these stats 
over your videos for the 
ultimate bragging rights. 
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Watch yourself 


While its onboard menu display is 


tiny, you can line up your shot with 
the live view on the accompanying 
watch. Its sporty styling matches 
the camera and it’s pretty useful 
having a viewfinder on your wrist. 


SIM city 


Underneath the battery sits the 
nano SIM card, letting the 4GEE 
Action Cam beam your antics 
straight to admirers worldwide via 
the live broadcasting app, Skeegle. 
It only works with EE SIM cards. 


Lost connection 


The 4GEE comes with an adaptor 
for GoPro mounts. The connection 
wasn’t the most confidence- 
inspiring, as the camera came 
loose on our first run, but it was 
fine after that. 


4GEE ACTION CAM 


. ^ 




Tester specs 


Name Rob Powell i 
Kayak Jackson 
2014Rockstar 

Favourite 
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Berkshire 




Fuel Skinny latte 



Watersports hero 

Steve Fisher 



■ Price £300 / shop.ee.co.uk 

■ Tester Rob Powell 

Mobile networks aren’t known for * 

their love of extreme sports, but 
that hasn’t stopped EE from making 
an action cam. Its headline feature 
(naturally) is a SIM card slot so you | 
can livestream adventures over f 

EE’s 4G network. J 

It’s the least refined-looking : 

of the bunch - distinctly boxy and f 
reminiscent of a much older, bulkier ■ 
GoPro in its clear polycarbonate 
waterproof housing. Open up the : 

back and you’ll find a BenQ battery 
inside - EE’s camera is essentially a : 
rebranded BenQ QC1 4G Action Cam. 

Problems mounting up 

The only controls are two buttons on : 
top -a green one for power/menu : 


and a yellow one for recording/enter. 
There's also a mIcroUSB port and 
a mIcroSD slot. 

The mounting system seems a 
bit half-baked - a feeling reinforced 
when our test unit disappeared from 
the kayaker's GoPro chest mount. 

In doing so it passed a tough old test, 
though: when we we found it, it had 
survived being dragged through 
the mighty pumps that turn the Lee 
Valley White Water Centre's course 
into a raging torrent. Apart from a 
few drops of water inside and some 
light scuffs, it emerged unscathed. 

Short on detail 

The 4GEE Action Camera's video 
quality certainly can't compete with 


the GoPro, but it also falls behind 
the Garmin and TomTom (though 
the latter not by much). There's 
a distinct absence of detail, 
especially in the highs and lows, 
with heavy sharpening and 
oversaturated colours producing 
a very artificial feel to the footage. 
When compared to the lovely 
picture from the cheaper Garmin 
Virb Elite, you'll realise you're 
paying a hefty price for that 
SIM card slot. 

To be completely honest, 
we're not sure when being able 
to livestream your action cam 
footage will actually be useful. 
Anyone who's ever watched back 
their best run down a snowy 
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CANOE VIEW 




“The 4GEE has a similar 
design to a GoPro but 
also comes with a 
waterproof watch for 
live-viewing what you’re 
filming. I found both 
camera and watch easy 
to use. Unfortunately 
the camera came off 
my GoPro chest mount 
(which it was attached 
to with the bundled 
adaptor), but it continued 
to work despite taking 
its fair share of knocks.’’ 








Tech specs 


Resolution I 

1080pat30fp5, 
13MP stills 

Connectivity 

Wi-Fi, 4G 

Water resistance 

Waterproof 
to 60m with 
bundled case — 

Dimensions 

59x43x51mm, 


I 128gi 


mountain or muddy trail will know 
that 90% of what you capture isn't 
worth keeping. 

And while those whose exploits 
are a shade more radical than ours 
might want to broadcast in real time 
to their loyal fanbases, they'll only be 
able to do that if their loyal fanbases 
are using EE's proprietary Skeegle 
app: the open (and let's face it, 
much more popular) Meerkat and 
Periscope apps are sadly left out. 

Delaying tactics 

In practice, setting up the camera 
to work with Skeegle was quite a 
hassle, as you have to jump around 



between the 4GEE Action Camera 
app and Skeegle via a Facebook 
login. Once up and running, there 
was about a 12-second delay on the 
footage, and quality varied wildly 
depending upon signal strength. 
With a strong signal it was actually 
quite watchable, delivering up to 
720p at 30fps, but sadly some 
of the most interesting places for 
filming aren't likely to have perfect 
4G reception. 

The other unusual feature of 
this setup is its companion watch. 
It's big, brash and rubbery and acts 
as a wrist-mounted remote and 
viewfinder for the camera. While 


it's not exactly premium, it's fun, 
and being able to check your shot 
on your wrist and hit record is 
actually quite useful. Switch off 
live view if you want the battery 
to last, though - our watch ran out 
of Juice before the camera did. 

Missing post 

EE's Action Cam doesn't have 
any associated editing software, 
so you're on your own when it 
comes to slicing up your best vids. 
Our first stop would be GoPro's 
software, which is free and lets you 
edit MP4 files from any of these 
cameras on Mac or Windows. 



Livestreaming over 4G makes it unique, but that 
will likely be an underused and costly feature 
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THE WINNER 


ON LOG A' ACTION CAM 
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For footage 
from our 
shoot, get 
Stuffs iPad 
edition in 
the AppStore 


■ GOPRO HERO 4 BLACK 


It’s exciting to see new 
competition in the action 
cameras arena. The upstart 
contenders bring useful new 
tech: GPS and data overlays 
that make sense now, and 
livestreaming tech that could 
be a taste of video's future. 

But GoPro has been doing 
this, and only this, for a long 
time.,, and it shows. The Hero 
4 has a focus on image quality 
and versatility that mean it's 
still the one to beat. Its free 
editing software is just as 
powerful, helping you to 
get carefully crafted action 
vids up in double-quick time, 
and it comes with a ton of 
mounting options. Having said 
that, £410 is a lot to spend 
on a toughcam. The GoPro's 
cheaper cousin, the Hero 4 


Silver (£330), shoots 4K at 
15fps rather than 30fps, but 
does have a live view screen; 
and if you're not looking to 
shoot 4K, the Hero 4 Session 
is smaller and lighter. 

The real bargain, however, 
is the Garmin Virb Elite, which 
at £210 allows you to create 
a two-camera shoot for 
(about) the price of one GoPro, 
without compromising on 
video quality and adding a nice 
editing package that includes 
some cool G-Metrix overlays. 
The nicely designed TomTom 
shares these abilities, and the 
4GEE brings a new one: the 
ability to broadcast live to the 
world from one small camera. 
Which could be the future of 
video... but not yet. For now, 
GoPro remains the king. 
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B L U F I N I T I 


PORTABLE BLUETOOTH SPEAKER 


H ONE TOUCH NFC CONNECTION 
^fen^RGEABLE LITHIUM ION BATTERY 


WWW.OTONEAUDIO.COM 


[h 


E. 4 



www.otoneauciio.com 



AVAILABLE IN SIX DIFFERENT COLOUR OPTIONS 






Exclusive 

Apple Watch Straps 


More than 

75 

colour & leather 
combinations 


L U C R I N 

GENEVA 



www.lucrin.com 
Free shipping in UK and US 
Coupon code: LUCRIN-STUFF 
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GROUP TEST BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS 


5 OF THE BEST 


High-end 

Bluetooth speakers 


These days wireless frightboxes are cheap as crisps, but for premium 



unscrew and remove the 
frame and then unclasp; 
the speaker block will 
L slide out. j 


POCKET 

POWER 


sound you need premium kit. These five will start your party with a bang 


Fugoo Sport £140 /fugooc 


Make some noise 

This one's for those who like 
to keep their options open. 

The Fugoo range is made up of 
a core speaker block and three 
kinds of jacket, which you can 
swap around later. 

For the fashion-conscious 
there's the simple Style Jacket, 
which looks pretty and offers 
waterproofing. At the other end 
of the range is the Tough, armed 
to the teeth with hex screws 


and aluminium, and probably 
classifiable as a weapon. What 
we have here is the Sport. 

There are six speaker units 
on the core, facing sideways 
and upwards. Bluetooth is of the 
aptX flavour, and you can ask 
anything of Sin or Google Now 
with a simple click of a button. 

Boom or fizzle? 

The Fugoo is the most portable 
of the lot, no bigger than a pencil 


case. But you wouldn't think that 
from listening to it - it's not Just 
the spread that impresses, but 
also the balance. No part of the 
frequency range is exaggerated, 
even when you turn it up (and 
boy, can you turn it up). There's 
even a good showing in the way 
of detail and dynamics. 

That said, it does struggle 
against its larger rivals. The UE 
Megaboom punches harder 
and deeper, while the B&W T7 


is miles ahead in refinement. It's 
lovely to use, though - not least 
because the battery lasts 40 
hours. Buttons are responsive 
and pairing is seamless. Plus a 
nice man speaks to you, which 
is either helpful or annoying. 

TECH SPECS 
Dimensions 
59x187x73mm, 0.53kg 

Battery life 40 hours 
USB No Waterproof Yes 


STUFF SAYS A flexible, portable design that really punches above its weight ★★★★☆ 


S 77 








Black sheep? 

If the woolly cover 
gets damaged (or you 
just feel like a change) 
you can remove it and 
get a new one. There 
are 14 colours 
available, r 

BEST FOR... 




m 




Libratone Zipp BT £300 / libratone.c 


Make some noise 

Do you ever look at your 
gadgets and wish they were 
fluffier? We do. That niche is 
fulfilled by Libratone, maker 
of woolly audio products. 
The Zipp BT sports a coat 
of fine Italian wool. 

But Libratone also 
specialises in wireless 
connectivity, and the 
Zipp BT has lots to 
offer: AirPlay, DLNA, 
aptX Bluetooth, NFC, 
Spotify Connect and 
‘PlayDirecf, with which the 
speaker generates its own 
Wi-Fi network. 

Its size puts this at the 
upper limit of what we'd 
carry around. The woolly 
cover means it's impossible 
to scratch, but we don't 
think it would take too 
kindly to being dropped. 

Boom or fizzle? 

The Zipp BT's round design 
makes it naturally good at 


dispersing sound. What 
you get is widespread and 
expressive. There's plenty 
of detail, while timing is 
sharp and dynamics fluid. 
The smoothness makes it 
easy on the ears, even with 
lower-quality files. 

AirPlay and DLNA need 
a good network to function 
and the buttons aren't the 
most intuitive, though most 
of the time you'll be using 
the free control app, which 
is lovely. The EQ settings 
let you play with the sound 
based on the position of 
the speaker. 

Battery life is the only 
disappointment here. 
Libratone claims eight 
hours of wired playing, 
or four hours of wireless. 

TECH SPECS 
Dimensions 

260x122x122mm, 1.8kg 

Battery life 4-8 hours 
USB Yes Waterproof No 


STUFF SAYS Like carrying a small singing sheep around, but even better ★★★★★ 



Any port 
in a storm 

There’s a USB port 
hidden at the back, 
but that’s only for 
charging your j 
phone. M 


BEST FOR... 

USING IN 
MULTIPLES 


STUFF SAYS Disappointing - these are not the speakers you’re looking for ★★★☆☆ 
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Bayan SoundScene £180 / bayanaudio.com 


Make some noise 

It wouldn't be a real fight 
without a big old bruiser 
getting involved, and this is 
it. The Bayan SoundScene 
is a lot of speaker for your 
money. It's huge and it's 
heavy - you'll need two 
hands. In fact. Just leave 
this out in the garden. 

There it will do Just fine: 
there's enough silicone to 
give it an IPX4 rating, which 
means it's weatherproof but 
not drowning-proof. 

Connection is by way of 
straight-up 3.5mm input 
or Bluetooth. It's not aptX 
but there is NFC for speedy 
pairing. The SoundScene's 
party trick is literally a party 
trick: you can connect up to 
eight of these speakers, up 
to 100ft apart. Apologise to 
the neighbours in advance. 

Boom or fizzle? 

This one's a sorry fizzle. It's 
disappointing in sound and 


performance, easily beaten 
by the cheaper Fugoo. As 
we'd expect from a large 
speaker, it's a big sound. 

But size, as we're assured, 
is not everything. Not when 
it sounds closed in and 
muffled, like Bane in The 
Dork Knight Rises. What 
you get is brash, unsubtle, 
and lacking in detail 
and balance. 

We also found NFC to be 
hit-and-miss. Sometimes 
a tap wouldn't register at 
all; sometimes it would 
register, but refuse to 
connect. Adding an extra 
speaker is a little easier 
- Just set one to transmit 
and the other to receive. It's 
not very intuitive, but once 
you get there it works fine. 

TECH SPECS 
Dimensions 

270x125x125mm, 2.2kg 

Battery life 8 hours 
USB Yes Waterproof Yes 







STUFF SAYS Good looks and portable hi-fi sound make this a winner ★★★★★ 


BEST FOR. 

HARD 

KNOCKS 
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Ultimate Ears Megaboom 

£250 / ultimateears.com 


Make some noise 

Sometimes you just get 
the urge to hurl things. Then 
they break and you feel 
bad. Not so with the Ultimate 
Ears Megaboom, which UE 
reckons is nails-hard. 

The original Boom was 
tough but the Megaboom 
has been reinforced, while 
rubbery bits and a 'plasma- 
coated' finish give it an IPX7 
rating, which means it can 
sit underwater (or barbecue 
sauce) for 30 minutes. 

Why? Because UE is 
gunning for the outdoorsy 
type. The bright blue version 
screams 'youth', although 
this black option is less 
attention-seeking. It also 
has a 100ft wireless range, 
NFC and a 360° sound field. 

Boom or fizzle? 

Claims of indestructibility 
seem to hold up. We held 
it above our heads and 


slammed it down. We buried 
it in ice. Then we took it to 
the bath, but it still came 
out singing. We didn't beat 
it with crowbars or throw it 
off the roof, but that would 
Just be sadistic. 

You can't miss the 
massive volume buttons, 
but for those who prefer 
software, the UE app gives 
you more to play with. You 
can add another Megaboom 
for stereo, and there are EQ 
modes to play with. 

Its ability to disperse 
sound is remarkable, with 
good tonal balance, taut 
timing and brilliant dynamics. 
It's not as refined as the 
B&W T7, but we know 
which would win in a fight. 

TECH SPECS 
Dimensions 
226x83x83mm, 0.87kg 

Battery iife 20 hours 
USB No Waterproof Yes 


Charge me! 

Squeeze and hold both 
volume buttons and an 
ethereal voice tells you 
how much battery there 
is left. It’s mildly 
unsettling. 


STUFF SAYS As tough as year-old beef jerky but a lot better-sounding ★★★★★ 


Bowers & Wilkins 17 


£300 / bowers-wilkins.co.uk 


Make some noise 

When a manufacturer of 
esteemed hi-fi pedigree 
makes a small, affordable 
thing, you sit up and listen. 
The T7 is B&W's first 
portable Bluetooth speaker, 
and it is lovely. 

The honeycomb frame 
looks like the sort of thing 
Darth Vader might keep evil 
bees in. This 'micro matrix' 
creates a solid, resonance- 
free structure. It's weighty, 
though not enough to be a 
burden. The rubbery edges 
give it some degree of 
protection, but don't go 
rock-climbing with it. 

As for features, the T7 
isn't a Swiss army knife. 

You get aptX Bluetooth and 
a 3.5mm headphone input, 
and that's your lot. 

Boom or fizzle? 

The quality is extraordinary 
for a speaker of this size 


and type. It's a natural, 
balanced performance: 
vocals are clear and open, 
and backed by the kind of 
solid bass that gets your 
heel tapping. It gets plenty 
loud with little effort - 
impressive dynamics and 
timing ensure precise, 
hard-hitting kicks. 

And it's easy to use- 
you can pair your phone 
without franticjabbing. 

A touch of the power 
button lights up a tiny 
row of LEDs, used to 
indicate battery life. 

B&W claims the 
T7 has 18 hours of 
Juice, but we had no 
problem getting more 
than 24 hours. 

TECH SPECS 
Dimensions 

114x210x54mm, 0.94kg 

Battery iife 18 hours 
USB No Waterproof No 


Buzzing along 

The transparent 
honeycomb structure 
helps reduce cabinet 
vibrations that get 
in the way of 
good sound. 






TEST SONY XPERIA Z4 TABLET 


There’s a krt to be Z4 it 


Sony’s latest tab is a super-slim 
Android sensation with a tidy 
laptop-style keyboard 


from £500 / sony.co.uk 


■ The Sony Xperia Z4 Tablet is just 
6.1mm thick and weighs a mere 
389g. It comes bundled with a 
similarly skinny keyboard; together 
they'rejust under 800g. The 
water-resistant tablet isn't that 
different from last year's; it has a 
plastic outer shell, so it doesn't feel 
as cold and hard as an iPad Air 2. 

■ However, this Android tab offers 
something worth ditching an iPad 
for. Plug in the keyboard and it's 
virtually a laptop, great for those 
who want to do some work instead 
of playing Candy Crush Sago all day 
long. It's neat: the BKB50 keyboard 
uses Bluetooth and a smart but 
simple hinge. The typing experience 
is reasonable, with crisp keys that 
trump most third-party keyboards. 

■ Hardware-wise the Xperia Z4 
Tablet makes a good alternative to 
the MacBook 12in, and it costs less 
than half the price. The 2560x1600 
screen has an IPS LCD, which 
means it uses blue backlight LEDs 
instead of white ones, in order to 
get you super-vivid colours. A bit 
too vivid? If you like your colours 
super-accurate, yes. 

■ The stamina is staggering for 
something this slinky. Sony claims 
up to 17 hours of video from one 
charge of its 6000mAh battery. 
Not even the extended Lord Of The 
Rings box set is that long, so you'll 
sail through a day's work, then play 
some games or watch a film later. 


Tech specs 


Screen lO.lin 2560x1600 IPS LCD 
Processor Qualcomm Snapdragon 
810 2GHz Octo-core OS Android 
5.0 Cameras 8.1MP rear, 5.1MP 
front Battery 6000mAh Storage 
32GB plus up to 128GB with 
microSD RAM 3GB Dimensions 
167x254x6.1mm, 389g 



# C> 

% 


- 


+ 4 
H f 
+ + 
H f 



■ With great power... 

Housing a Snapdragon 810 
processor, this tablet certainly 
works well as a gaming device 
- there’s no obvious lag or 
overheating. There’s also 
a special move: it supports 
PS4 Remote Play. 


■ Pick your batties 

Sony goes easy on the gas here: 
the rear camera spec is pretty 
low-end, but it does produce 
fairly zingy-looking photos. It’s 
only when you zoom in that you 
notice they lack detail compared 
with those from a good phone. 


Sony’s top tab adds a serious side without turning down the fun dia 


★★★★★ 


And we • Sony’s stunning tablet on its own isn’t a massive departure - it still has superb 

thought lOin „ sk, battery life, plenty of power, a slim body and a vivid screen; but by adding a keyboard, 

tablets were on we get a whole new side to the Xperia Z4 Tablet. Now it’s handy for work as well 

the way out... as play. It’s a shame the keyboard costs over £100, but it really does make this an 

Andrew Wiiiionns alternative to a Windows hybrid... and one that’s a lot more fun for the sofa. 
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SUPERTEST SUB-E100 PHONES 


Can you get a 
brilliant phone 
for £1Q0?._^ 


Screen crocked two months into o controct? Just foncy o spore 
to trovel with? Budget biowers ore becoming seriousiy powerfui 


On average, you can save about £400 
buying a budget smartphone instead 
of a top-end flagship. 

Imagine what you could buy with that; 
a holiday? A new hi-fi? Heck, you could 
get a serviceable second-hand car, So 
this month, we're waving bye-bye to 
the big boys to see exactly what grade 
of phone you can get for £100 or less, 
You might be surprised at what that 
little cash can snag you, 

HD screen? Sure, Quad-core CPU 
that'll play all the latest 3D games? Yep, 
Add expandable storage, and you start 
to wonder why anyone would bother 
spending £500 on their next mobile. 

From phones from the same stable as 
the big-budget Xperias to those direct 
from carriers and another from a brand 
you might not have heard of yet, these 
are the best sub-£100 phones in town. 



1 Honor HoUy 

Take a chance on me, 
screams this new- 
brand phone, complete 
with a comparatively 
generous 16GB of 
storage. But no 4G. 


2 Vodafone 
Smart Prime 6 

Great specs. Sin screen, 
and it’ll give you enough 
change from £100 for 
a month or two of data. 
Too good to be true? 


1;47 



3 EE Harrier Mini 

EE takes on the 
Moto E with this 
£100 720p phone, 
offering something 
a little different with 
its bling’d-out style. 


4 Microsoft Lumia 635 

Embrace colour and 
a different way of 
living with this cute 
little Windows Phone 
mobile. Who needs 
Android anyway? 


5 Sony Xperia E3 

Sony’s cheapest 4G 
phone gets you a solid, 
fast phone for well under 
£100. If you’re already 
a fan of Xperias, this 
could be a great spare. 
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SUPERTEST SUB-E100 PHONES 


The Moto E is back, and it’s 
brought 4G aiong for the ride 


Want a dinky phone that doesn’t 
seem to have all the best bits cut 
out just because it’s a bit smaller? 

Jump on board with the Moto E. 
Unlike the first version, this 
second-gen model has 4G, 
a decent 8GB of storage and 
a pretty chunky battery. 

It also lets you customise its 
look more than any other phone 
here, with clip-on colour borders 


you can pull off with a fingernail. 
These help protect the outside 
too - scratch it up good and proper 
and you can still replace it. 

The downside of a tech- 
packed phone with the footprint 
of a fieldmouse is that the Moto E 
is pretty tubby. It feels good, sure, 
but it's sort of fat and heavy. But 
it does have a damnably strokable 
dimple on its back. We just can't 


stay mad at it for long. It's also 
probably the classiest number 
here, rocking 98% vanilla Android 
with Just a couple of bonus 
Motorola apps changing things 
up a bit. Motorola's a fan of the 
‘keep it simple' motto. Others 
here should take note. 

Of course, if you think that 
more is, well, more, the Moto may 
not be top of your list. It doesn't 


have the largest, sharpest screen 
here - not by a long shot. Any 
gamers and those who spend 
hours a day glued to their mobiles 
should bear this in mind. The 
camera, too, leaves a fair bit to 
be desired (see below). 

But if you value function over 
form and 4G internet access over 
small-screen TV watching, this is 
a phone to take seriously. 


• MOTO E 2015 £100 ★★★★☆ 




DESIGN 

The soft touch 

The phone equivalent of 
a hamster, the Moto E is 
dinky, chubby and cute. 

It feels great in your hand 
too, with a strokable soft 
backside. Tough unibody- 
style design makes it 
a good bludgeoning tool 
too. But don't do that. 


SCREEN 

Small but (almost) 
perfectly formed 

The Moto E has a modest 
4.5in screen, which lets it 
get away with a 950x540 
resolution. It's not quite 
as sharp or impressive as 
the f ive-inchers here, but 
looks good until you get 
really close up. 


PERFORMANCE 

Little screen, 
bigger CPU 

Real vanilla Android tastes 
pretty sweet, especially in 
its Lollipop form. As it has a 
decent 64-bit Snapdragon 
410CPUbutlow-ish 
screen res, the E can 
handle Jazzy-looking 3D 
games at high frame rates. 


CAMERA 

Lights, camera, 
action required 

Oh dear. This second-gen 
Moto E makes loads of 
improvements, but the 
snapper is stuck in 2013. 
Pics from the 5MP main 
sensor start to look 
a bit yuck as soon as 
you start zooming in. 
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• HONOR HOLLY £90 ★★★★☆ 


The unlocked outsider who 
wants to live in your pocket 


Don’t want to be tied down? 

Not only is the Honor Holly sold 
unlocked-only, you can’t even 
buy It from the networks. It's 
a trip to Amazon needed for 
this one, which is the oniy true 
free-wheeier at this price with 
a 5in720p screen. 

That's great for games, and 
makes sure you don't get accused 
of using a phone that was a free 


gift in a packet of cereai. it's a 
pretty serious handset for £90. 
With a smooth, super-shiny 
piastic body it's not aii business, 
though, it's a bit tackier on the 
skin than some, but boasts great 
ergonomics thanks to smartiy 
piaced body buttons. 

The bit that'ii reaiiy raise a few 
eyebrows, though, is the software. 
This is the most unusuai take on 


Android: the EmotionUi front end 
dumps the usuai apps menu for a 
more iPhone-iikefiavour. it might 
take a bit of getting used to. You're 
aiso not getting cutting-edge 
Android underneath, with KitKat 
rather than Loiiipop. 

As an apoiogy you get a 
whopping 16GB of memory: 
up to four times more than some 
others on test here. That said, it 


iacks 4G, so if you want to be abie 
to downioad cat videos iightning- 
fast, you'ii miss out. Deai-breaking 
error? Nah, the Hoiiy just prioritises 
a nice screen. 

This one is for peopie after 
something a bit different, and 
wiiiing to go with a brand (actuaiiy 
a sub-brand of Chinese phone 
giant Huawei) that wiii be 
unfamiiiarto most peopie. 


SCREEN 

720p star 

With 720p resoiution 
spread across Sin, the 
screen is sharp and there's 
pienty of dispiay space. 
The simiiar Vodafone and 
EE phones here get you 
siightiy better coiour, but 
other than those bargains 
this is the one to go for. 
•••••••••• 


PERFORMANCE 

Mixed Emotions 

Meet the odd duck: 
EmotionUi. it's the Honor 
take on Android, and 
whiiecoiourfuiitfeeis 
a bit different to the other 
styies here. Performance 
is fine, but you may have 
to ioosen up to get down 
with its uitra-fiat styie. 
•••••••••• 


CAMERA 

Video side order 

8MP on the back, 

2MP on the front: the 
Hoiiy has pretty standard 
camera hardware. What 
makes it stand out is 
Live Photo, which ties 
a snapshot to a short 
video for extra-vivid, or 
embarrassing, memories. 


DESIGN 

Maximum shine 

With giossy piastic aii 
over the piace, the Hoiiy 
isn't trying to convince 
anyone it costs £500. 
However, it's nice and 
smooth, iooks simpie and 
puts aii the right buttons 
in the right spots. Which 
is trickier than it sounds. 
•••••••••• 
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A neon-bright Windows 
phone that's iarger than iif e 


And now for something 
completely different. Forget 
Android — the Lumia 635 is all 
about Windows. You get version 
8.1 now, but are guaranteed a 
bunnp up to Windows 10 iater 
this year. 

But is it worth considering? 
Just iook at it: rather pretty, isn't 
it? Stiii Nokia-branded, the Lumia 
635 is a iot more eye-catching 


than anything eise here because 
of aii that coiour. Ciassic Lumia 
orange and green are on the roii 
caii, as weii as the more boring 
biackand white. 

After a few months on 
sheives, this is aiso one of the 
very cheapest ways to get hoid 
of a 4G phone. And thanks to a 
cracking keyboard, browsing 
on this handset works weii. 


Windows might not be right for 
everyone, mind. There's aimost 
aiways a iong wait for apps before 
they arrive, as if they have to take 
a dinghy from the Android mainiand 
- if indeed the deveiopers decide 
to convert them at aii. 

That's the bad stuff out of 
the way. What about the good? 
Windows feeis pretty sharp, even 
when you're deaiing with a £70 



phone. And you don't have to deai 
with iots of software fiuff added 
on top: there's none. 

Windows is worth a try. 
However, some of the side 
orders in the hardware aren't 
quite the tastiest money can buy. 
The camera is pretty iow-res and 
you can't even take seifies with 
this iittie coiourfui brick, as there's 
no front camera. 




SCREEN 

Pixel pincher 

Need Retina-grade 
goodness? With 854x480 
resoiution, you can teii the 
Lumia 635 is working with 
not aii that many pixeis 
even at 4.5in. The contrast 
and coiour are soiid, mind, 
heiping the dispiay iook 
rather punchy. 


PERFORMANCE 

Clean Windows? 

One benefit of Windows 
is that even withjust-OK 
hardware it's dead siick. 
You can fiy around the 
interface iike a puppy 
chasing a squirrei on 
an iced-over pond. But 
with a bit more controi, 
thankfuiiy. 



CAMERA 

5MP papper 

Want iate-night party 
shots? With no fiash the 
Lumia 635 may make 
your friends iook iike 
biurry ghost smudges. 
Got some dayiight? it's 
aii good then, and it can 
fiddie with shots before 
they reach your eyes. 


DESIGN 

Bright spark 

Like a phone that iooks as 
though it's been dipped in 
moiten sweeties? That's 
the orange or green Lumia 
635. The natty transiucent 
finishes are more eye- 
catching than anything 
eise here. Biack is avaiiabie 
too. But...booo-ring. 
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The snazziest cheap screen 
for film and gaming fans 


Want the biggest, sharpest, best 
screen you can get for £80? Stop 
right now, you’re here. This 5in 
720p screen wouldn't look out 
of place on a £160 phone. 

It's a sweet bargain.,, there 
are just a couple of bits you need 
to contend with. First, the giant 
light-up soft keys look like they've 
been borrowed from a toy for 
eight-year-olds. And there are 


a bunch of preinstalled apps 
you probably don't want. Oh, 
and did we mention it's locked 
to Vodafone? That's probably 
important too. 

If you can handle this and 
silence the part of you that 
really wants a Samsung, it's one 
of the best phones around. Good 
battery and GPU, not-that-terrible 
camera and surprisingly low-key 


software make it a budget winner. 
Aside from Gok Wan-approved 
style, it has the lot. 

So the question is: can you 
settle for Vodafone? It does have 
some decent SIM-only and PAYG 
bundles. But that's not much good 
if you're already happily shacked 
up with one of the other guys. 

Be sure to check out the Harrier 
Mini for EE's Prime equivalent. 


Hardware-wise it's a bit of a 
love-in. You will need a little bit of 
patience, mind, as the Prime isn't 
immune to the occasional geriatric 
pause. It doesn't lack power, but at 
this price we're not surprised the 
software isn't perfect. 

If you like a bit of gaming or 
want to watch videos on the 
move, you can't do better at 
this price right now. 


• VODAFONE SMART PRIME 6 £80 ★★★★★ 



SCREEN 

Screen king 

With a Sin HD screen, the 
Smart Prime 6 takes a big 
slice of humble pie and 
smooshes it in the faces 
of all the big brands. 

Then takes some of 
the squirty cream on 
top and gives them a 
dairy-white smile. 


PERFORMANCE 

Lollipop licker 

With a good quad-core 
CPU and software that 
looks like totally standard 
Android Lollipop, the 
Smart Prime 6 is 80% 
great. The 20% bad 
includes some so-so 
Vodafone apps and a 
few chuggy moments. 


CAMERA 

Making noises 

If you don't mind a bit 
of noise, the Prime's 
camera isn't too shabby, 
packing in an LED flash 
and a nice 'n' simple 
camera app. It goes easy 
on the smoothing to keep 
as much detail from the 
8MP sensor as possible. 



DESIGN 

Styie councii 

Plain silver on the back, 
abitjuvenileonthefront 
thanks to those softkeys, 
the Smart Prime 6 is a 
bit of an eyebrow-raiser. 
It's nice in the hand, 
though, with ergonomic 
buttons that make it 
comfortable to use. 




SUPERTEST SUB-E100 PHONES 


A fast, strong bruiser from 
a famous smartphone family 


Meet the brute. The Sony Xperia 
E3 is a phone that feels so solid 
you could use it like a ninja star 
and cause some pretty serious 
damage. For a plastic phone, it 
feels super tough. 

The big surprise, though, is 
that it's also dead nimble. The 
E3 fires up apps quicker than any 
other current Android. Sony has 
clearly put some special sauce in 


the software to get it feeling this 
snappy. Or it could be the OS: this 
phone runs older KitKat, which 
could be more suited to slower 
hardware than Lollipop. 

So it has that zip-zang-boom 
appeal... it's just a pity the rest of 
the E3's hardware is looking a bit 
musty in parts. 

Take the screen. It's 4.5in, fine, 
but only brings 854x480 pixels 


to the party. Next to the 720p 
phones it looks a bit craggy. 
There's also barely any free 
storage, and the camera's pretty 
miserable too. Sony made this as 
a cheap way to get 4G, but it has 
since been overtaken. And lapped 
a few times. 

Without wanting to be too 
mean, it also has a kind of a 
doorman-like stature to go 


with its resilient vibe. For a 4.5in 
phone, it's quite big. Maybe it 
ought to to go easy on those 
protein shakes. 

Is it a lame duck? While not 
the strongest budget phone 
in this test, the E3 does have 
superfast 4G, and the sturdy 
build makes it a match for those 
who don't want to mollycoddle 
their mobile. 


SONY XPERIA E3 £80 ★★★☆☆ 




SCREEN 

Pixel art 

Next to the 720p phones 
on test here the 854x480 
screen makes Android 
lookabit...blocky.The 
colours also lack a little 
subtlety, as if it's trying 
to make up for the pixel 
poverty with neon hugs. 
Not a highlight. 



PERFORMANCE 

Old-Style speed 

Sure, it uses old Android 
KitKat, but performance 
is very snappy. Sony has 
stupidly overloaded the 
phone with apps, though, 
sucking most of the paltry 
4GB storage, leaving us 
Just 1GB. A microSD card is 
an absolute necessity here. 
•••••••••• 


CAMERA 

Max fun 

The E3 takes pretty 
low-res 5MP photos, not 
all that quickly, but it does 
have more bonus modes 
than any rival. Fancy using 
some vintage-y filters and 
superimposing some 3D 
AR dinosaurs onto your 
shots? Sure thing. 


s 
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• EE HARRIER MINI £85 (PLUS £15 TOP-UP) ★★★★☆ 


For penniless magpies: it’s 
sharp, shiny and lightweight 


If looks are important and you 
like a bit of bling, the EE Harrier 
Mini is one to check out. Despite 
costing a fifth of the price of 
the smartphone kings, it struts 
onto EE's shop sheives with a 
pimped-up brushed metai finish 
and coiiar-popping goid accent 
around the camera, is it fake? Of 
course it is. The back's stiii piastic. 
But at ieast it has a baiisy iook. 


Don't worry, EE hasn't puiied 
an Xzibit move and spent aii the 
money on the paintjob. You stiii 
get a fast Snapdragon 410 CPU 
and a super-sharp 4.7in 720p 
screen. As it's a bit smaiier than 
the Vodafone and Honor screens, 
this is easiiy the sharpest dispiay 
in this test. 

The Harrier Mini is the most 
pocketabie of the bunch, it weighs 


just 124g, which is roughiy 
equivaient to an average-sized 
baii of mozzareiia. 

Whiie this is an EE phone, 
meaning you get the iogo on 
the back and one EE app, the rest 
is totaiiy defauit Android Loiiipop 
- aithough you do have to put up 
with having Deezer and Amazon's 
apps on board too. You simpiy 
can't ditch 'em. But the reai issue 


with this phone is that it has bareiy 
1GB of free storage to piay with, 
instaii one data-hungry game 
and, poof, it's gone. Untii you get 
a microSD card. 

Despite having otherwise good 
specs, the Mini is on the siow side 
at times. Someone reaiiy needs 
to turbocharge its memory banks 
and get that Snapdragon 410 
working as it shouid. 


SCREEN 

Retina grade 

A 720p resoiution at 4.7in 
gets you the sharpest 
screen on the biock, with 
crisp images and smooth 
font, it's a nice dispiay, if 
a bit coid-iooking:this is 
a trick manufacturers use 
to make their screens 
seem brighter. 


PERFORMANCE 

Slowpoke 

When it gets going the 
Harrier Mini is fine, but 
it's a bit of a siow starter, 
taking a iittie whiie to ioad 
some apps. Browse whiie 
downioading and you'ii get 
a bit of iag. High-end 3D 
games? it's totaiiy fine. 
Funny, that. 


CAMERA 

Steady hands 

8MP camera? Check. 
Fiash? Check. Seifie cam? 
Sure, it can take good 
shots too, aithough the 
resuits are a iittie variabie 
and HDRs can be biurry 
if you don't stay very stiii. 
One of the better cameras 
here, mind. 


DESIGN 

The show-off 

Caiiingaiipiayas:the 
Harrier Mini is one of the 
oniy pimped-up budget 
phones, with faux metai 
and imposter goid aii over 
the shop, it's not quite as 
hefty as the other phones 
here, though, is iightweight 
good? Up to you. 
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The winner is... 

Vodafone Smart Prime 6 


T he moral of the Story? 
Yes, you can get a fine 
phone for an absolute 
steal if you’re willing to get 
one locked to a network. 

But there are also plenty 
of options for the floating 
handset fan. 

Motorola’s budget phones 
are still 100% rock solid, and if 
you’re up for something a bit 
different you can get loads 
for your money by chancing 
it with a newer brand like 
Honor. C’mon, how often do 
you see a phone with 16GB 
storage for £90? 

Play it safe with one of 
the big brands such as Sony 
or Microsoft and you’ll end 
up with a phone that plays 
it safe on specs - they 
don’t feel the need to show 
off to reel usin. As with 
breakfast cereal and toilet 
roll, it pays to buy the shop’s 
house brand. 


Now add these 


Chromecast 


You can turn your 
£80 Android into a 
media streamer with 
this awesome Google dongle. 
Plug it into your TV’s HDMI, jack 
in the power and you’re away. 


£30 google.co.uk 


I WhaTbetter to add to 
a phone than a budget 

fitness tracker? No 

screen, but you get step tracking, 
sleep tracking, vibrate notifications 
and music control! 


II £30 sonymobile.com 

Anker Astro Mi 


Avoid phone charger 
^ anxiety with this tiny, 
pocketable charger. It 
has enough capacity to fully recharge 
any of th ese budget phones. 
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^ This year, most 

budget phones 
boarded the 4G 
train. The next 
step is to start 
getting 1080p phones under 
the £100 barrier. We’re dose, 
with Vodafone offering one 
for £125. 

That shouid hopefuiiy 
see Sony nudge the big 
companies into making an 
uitra-budget 720p, which 
wiii be exciting. 

As USB-C becomes 
widespread, we’ii see cheaper 
mobiies get on board with 
fast charging, which wiii 
mean a day’s use from haif 
an hour piugged in rather than 
overnight charging. 

The other parts that are 
siowiy getting better are 
speakers. They’re easy to 
negiect but we’re starting 
to see siightiy better-quaiity 
drivers appear in cheaper 
phones. Given how often we 
crank out tunes through our 
phones in the kitchen, this 
is a very good thing. But 
iet’s keep the headphones 
piugged in on the bus. Deai? 

■ follow Andrew: 

^wwwdotandrew 
mtm email Stuff: 

stuff(a)haymarket.com 


Screen ■ Processor ■ Cameras 


Storage I Battery 



Vodafone Smart Prime 6 

A cracking bargain for those who don't mind shacking 
up with Vodafone, 

£80 / vodafone.co.uk 

Bin 

1280x720 
IPS LCD 

1,2GHz 

Snapdragon 

410 

8MP rear, 
LEDfiash, 
2MP front 

8GB (+up 
to 64GB 
microSD) 

2B00mAh 

141,7x71,9x 

9mm,1BBg 


1 

Moto £2015 

Motoroia cuts out aii the guff for pure phone protein, just 
iacking a few higher-end bits, 

£100 / motorola.com 

4,Bin 

960XB40 
IPS LCD 

1,2GHz 

Snapdragon 

410 

BMP rear, 
VGA front 

8GB (+up 
to 32GB 
microSD) 

2390mAh 

129,9x66,8x 
12,3mm, 14Bg 

I 

EE Harrier Mini 

Cracking specs and eye-catching design are iet down 
by patchy performance, 

: £85 (plus £15 top-up) / ee.co.uk 

4,7in 

1280x720 
IPS LCD 

1,2GHz 

Snapdragon 

410 

8MPrear, 
LEDfiash, 
2MP front 

8GB (+up 
to 64GB 
microSD) 

2000mAh 

138x67,9x 

9,Bmm,124g 

□pm 

^ ilM 
fO . 

Microsoft Lumia 635 

It's gagging for a higher-res screen but this Windows phone 
can otherwise compete with some of the best, 

£70 / microsoft.com 

4,Bin 

8B4X480 
IPS LCD 

1,32GHz 

Snapdragon 

400 

BMP rear, 
no front 
camera 

8GB (+up 
to 128GB 
microSD) 

1830mAh 

129,Bx66,7x 
9,2mm, 134g 

,- ^ - - 



Honor Holly 

A sharp screen and oodles of storage make this the winner 
for media hoarders, 

£90 / hihonor.com 


Bin 1,3GHz SMPrear, 16GB (+up 

1280x720 MediaTek LEDfiash, to 32GB 

IPS LCD MT6582 2MP front microSD) 


Sony Xperia E3 

Screen and camera aren't tip-top but it feeis fast and 
issoiidiy made, 

£80 / sony.co.uk 


4,5in 1,2GHz BMP rear, 

8B4x480 Snapdragon LEDfiash, 

IPS LCD 400 VGA front 


4GB (+up 
to 32GB 
microSD) 


2000mAh 


2000mAh 


142,2x72,3x 
9,4mm, 1B6g 


137,1x69,4x 

8,Bmm,144g 


• Vodafone Smart Prime 6 • Moto E 2015 • Microsoft Lumia 635 

# Honor Holly • EE Harrier Mini • Sony Xperia E3 


THE SUMMARY 
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Q 14 DAYS WITH THE DJI PHANTOM 3 PROFESSION AL 

Hi-def from above 

DJI bills its Phantom 3 Professional as the ultimate flying camera. Sam Kieldsen 
spends a fortnight finding out if this is a top quadcopter or a top quad-f lopter 

[£1160 /dii.coiTr| 



DAY 01 


There’s a knock at the door, and 
a beaming courier hands me a 
package. He’s only so cheerful 
because he doesn’t know what 
he’s parting with: the Phantom 3 
Professional, DJI’s latest drone. 
This flying machine packs a 4K 
camera and so many smarts that 
a 10-thumbed four-year-old 
couldn’t crash it. 

I’m exaggerating, but it really is 
incredibly easy to use. A mere 30 
minutes later, this white plastic 


hawk is soaring through the skies 
over leafy south London. Even 
though the Phantom 3 is hovering 
some 200m away and 120m 
above me. I’m viewing a pristine 
720p live feed of the drone’s 
view on my Nexus 7 tablet, which 
is mounted on the control and 
connected via USB. 

Using that remote control and 
the free DJI Pilot app (Android/ 
iOS), I can fly it wherever I want 
within a huge radius, viewing its 


position on a map and info on 
altitude, speed, battery life and 
more. That’s all to a range of up 
to 1.2 miles - although by law you 
must keep quadcopters within 
visual range at all times, so I’m 
not putting its limits to the test. 
Honest, officer. 

And the camera? Well, while 
I can’t check my footage out 
here ‘in the field’ (a park), it seems 
wonderful. I can record video 
in 4K, 1080p or 720p quality, 
or 12MP photos in JPEG or RAW, 
onto an onboard microSD card, 
tweaking settings on my tablet 
and tilting the camera between 
horizontal and straight down. I’ll 


find out tonight how good the 
quality really is... 

A three-axis gimbal keeps that 
camera level and pointed in my 
desired direction no matter which 
way I move the drone, while the 
wealth of sensors on board (GPS, 
GLONASS, compass, gyroscope, 
and an all-new down-facing 
camera) serve to keep this flying 
machine steady no matter how 
much wind assails it. 

After 20 minutes of flying, the 
app bleeps to tell me the battery 
is running low. I land the drone 
easily, and look up to see a small 
crowd of onlookers. Luckily I wore 
a clean shirt today. 


Even though the drone is hovering some 
200m away and 120m above me, I can 
view a pristine 720p live feed on my tabiet 
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LONG-TERM TEST 



01 Easy as pie to fly - 
it’s a smarter pilot than 
any of us will ever be 

02 Gimbal keeps the 
camera rock-steady 

03 Companion app is much 


improved, with stacks of 
info and camera settings 

04 Stills and videos are 
generally superb 

05 


Tech specs 


Max flight speed 

16nn/s 

Max ascent speed 

5m/s 

Max altitude 

6000m 

Max flight time 

23 minutes 
Camera 12MP 
sensor, f/2. 8 lens 
Video 4096x2160 
at24/25fps; 
3840x2160 
at24/25/30fps; 
1080p/720p 
at 24/25/30/ 
48/50/60fps 
Weight 1.28kg 




• DAY 02 


I check the previous clay's footage 
and stills. It's mighty impressive. 

It was a sunny summer's day and 
the still pictures are crisp, detailed 
and noise-free. 

The 1080p videos are lovely: 
smooth, silky 50fps motion as the 
drone glides over houses, trees 
and streets. And the 4K? Not so 
great. While the detail levels are 
astounding, the rolling shutter 
(the sensor captures each frame 
in a sweeping pass rather than in 
one go) makes things look wobbly 
- not what I was hoping for. 


DAY 03 


More 4K recording. Turns out you 
can mitigate the jelly effect by 
fixing the shutter speed to 50... 
but that's not always possible 
without massively overexposing 
everything. Sigh. 

That aside, this thing is incredible. 
I've flown the Phantom 2 a lot 
and the 3 is better in every major 
respect: image quality, battery 
life, ease of use and safety. And 
the quality of the app's video 
streaming makes for a much 
more pleasant flying experience. 


• DAY 05 


I do wish the battery life was longer. 
Despite 23 minutes being the 
longest Phantom flight time yet. 




and the charger topping it up fairly 
swiftly, it does go by quickly - and 
if you've taken the drone out 
somewhere for the day, that's 
your lot until you can find a power 
socket. I guess that's why DJI sells 
extra batteries (at £125 a pop). 


DAY 09 


I'm feeling more confident than 
ever about flying this thing... time 
for an evening flight. As I glide like 
a guillemot through Bromley's 
sunset skies, flashes of lightning 
from a faraway thunderstorm are 
caught on camera. Nice. 

Low-light footage and photos 
are a lot grainier than those 
taken in good light, however. 

The camera's Exmor R sensor 
is decent, but like a smartphone 
camera the Phantom 3 Pro does 
have its limits compared to bulkier 
cameras with larger sensors. 


• DAY 14 


I'm going to really miss this clever 
bird. Sure, its 4K recording leaves 
a little to be desired, but otherwise 
it's a truly fantastic gadget - one 
that gives you a new perspective 
on the world and does so without 
making you jump through too 
many irritating hoops. 

And if your bank balance doesn't 
stretch to it, go for the HD-shooting 
Advanced model (£900), which is 
pretty much the same drone. 


STUFF SAYS h- 

A pro-level aerial 
filming tool that 
requires only 
amateur piloting 
skills to get 
dazzling results 
★★★★★ 
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^□■TEST GAMES 


PC,PS4,XboxOne^ 

batmanarkhamknight.com 


BstiTKIhk 




Arkham Knight 


The Caped Crusader returns for the final instalment in Rocksteady Games’ dark, 
widely acclaimed series. Set one year after Arkham City, is it a worthy finale? 


I ow that you mention it, 
Batman does have a fair 
I bit in common with Knight 
Rider's Michaei Knight. They both 
represent corporations bearing 
their names, they're both good at 
being presumed dead, and they're 
both in danger of being upstaged 
by their cars. This is particuiariy 
true for Batman in the finaie to 
the Arkhom series, because the 
Batmobiie is now very much a 
character. Tearing around Gotham 
in severai tonnes of transforming 
tank that runs through concrete 


iike it's wet cardboard is more than 
just fun. it's the most iiberating 
experience i've had since the 
naked troiiey dash that got me 
barred from Waitrose. 

The vehicie changes the way 
you interact with the city. You 
bring it in remoteiy to assist in 
team fights, use it to scaie waiis 
with the ejector seat, and bring 
it into one of The Riddier's puzzie 
dungeons to heip you with a 
conundrum, it's not so much 
a car as an extra iimb. 

But whiie Michaei Knight (they 


have the whoie 'knight' thing in 
common, too) was Just a fairiy 
normai man on foot. Batman's 
iatest incarnation exceis at styiish 
caped combat. And you'ii be ampiy 
suppiied with targets, facing 
a trained miiitia with aii sorts 
of new tricks up its soidiers' 
sieeves, inciuding thermai-imaging- 
resistant camoufiage and pesky 
drones that can shock you from 
your vantage point. 

The transitions between steaith, 
beat-'em-up, Cormopeddon-styie 
vehicuiar vioience and puzzier are 


seamiess, and every eiement feeis 
made with huge amounts of care 
and attention. Of speciai note, 
though, is the piot, which brings 
about some ciever visuai and 
environmentai techniques to 
showcase the best of gaming as 
a narrative form. The Scarecrow- 
induced haiiucinatory sequences 
are without a doubt the series' 
strongest set pieces yet. 

This game doesn't just have 
brawn, it has some serious brains 
to match. Top of the ciass. 

Justin Mahboubian-Jones 


STUFF SAY^ 


Stop what you’re doing, don the cape and enjoy Batman at its very best 


★★★★★ 
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Mini games are iittered 
throughout; here Bruce 
scans a body for ciues 


TEST GAMES^DB 


Batmobile, 
beautiful Batmobile 


This is no siapdash automobiie 
boit-on. The Batmobiie 
sections of Arkham Knight are 
pientif ui and add a whoie extra 
dimension to the proceedings. 
The car is such a character in 
its own right that it features its 
own upgrade tree system in 
which you can make it faster, 
stronger and more capabie 
of doing even more compieteiy 
unreaiistic but compieteiy 
awesome things. 

Brucie’s motor is something 
of a Swiss army knife, if a 
Swiss army knife was a hugeiy 
powerfui vehicie covered in 
guns. It can be driven like a car, 
but at the click of a button it 
spreads its wheels, extends 
a barrel and becomes a tank. 
When in this mode it is capable 
of 360° motion, although it also 
slows down a fair bit. 

It’s as a bat-tank that the 
batcraft becomes a little less 
realistic and a little more fun: 
it can scale roofs, use a winch 
to pull itself up vertical walls 
and wreak maximum bat- 
havoc on the bat-tlef ield. 

And there’s plenty of havoc 
to be wrought: skirmishes 
often involve deluges of 
enemy rockets and swarms 
of enemy drones, and while 
the Batmobile’s superior 
speed and firepower make 
it a force to be reckoned with, 
using it does not equate to an 
automatic win. 


This little trick is known as 
the Batmobile-assisted 
takedown - we approve 
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I t's a nice idea: take the 
worlds fronn the previous 
I Elder Scrolls games, 
and meld them into a Pangaean 
supercontinent where players can 
roam for years on end, exploring, 
fighting, stealing, crafting and 
getting beaten up by dragons. 

But while Skyrim fans will find 
some familiar material within 
the giant world of Tamriel, the 
execution doesn't deliver on 
the grand promise. 

Half the game is a traditional 
MMO, in which you wander the land 
looking for quests, most of which 
take place in dungeons known as 
Delves. The jobs on offer are ones 
you've completed in many games, 
many times before - kill a certain 
number of monsters, retrieve a 
magical goat's foot on behalf of 
a magical nincompoop. It's here 
that the shortcomings of the vast 
environment become clear: to fill 
it, the designers have had to resort 
to gaming by numbers. The results 
feel more like work than play. 

It's lacking in atmosphere, too: 
where Skyrim's scenery and 
plotting brought a nerdy franchise 


to the masses, even the mighty 
Michael Gambon can't make this 
feel particularly magical. 

The other half of E50 is almost 
entirely disconnected from the 
first. In Campaign Mode, players 
battle one another for control 
of the map in large-scale wars. 
Each player picks one of three 
factions, and these alliances 
thrash it out for dominance. This 
can be a fun challenge, especially 
when 40 players decide to storm 
the same objective. Unfortunately 
the process is not as quick 
or satisfying as it should be. 
PlonetSide, this ain't. 

Where E50 does shine is 
in the combat and character 
development. Slowly developing 
your abilities into a combat style 
that suits you is satisfying, but 
no more so than in Skyrim. 

If you're so in love with MMOs 
that you dream of hotkeys, or so 
deeply enchanted by Tamriel that 
you've drawn elves on your latest 
holiday brochure, then give it a try. 
Otherwise, there are better ways 
to slay your valuable time. 

Justin Mahboubian-Jones 


‘Delves’ are 
best tackled in 
groups unless 
you want to 
receive a fiery 
arse-kicking 




The characters 
may not behave 
in interesting 
ways, but 
they sure are 
handsome 


STUFF SAYS 


The Scrolls have passed through elderly, and into just plain old 


★★★☆☆ 
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Humans DVD 


n s there anything left for 
science fiction to say 
about robots? From 
Asimov to Ex Mochino, it feels 
as though the Uncanny Valley has 
already been mined to exhaustion. 
But while its themes might 
be last-gen, this smart British 
reboot of the Swedish drama 
Real Humons has an Apple-like 
ability to make well-worn ideas 
feel shiny and new. 

Set in a ‘parallel present' 
London, Humons revolves 
around a suburban family who 
draft in the services of a 'synth' 
called Anita (played brilliantly by 
Gemma Chan) to help around 
the house. And they're not early 
adopters either - humanoid 
helpers are everywhere, 
acting as robot Taskrabbits 


Media hoard 

Hello. I am Stuffs eerily convincing 

new humanoid Al sub-editor. Here 

are some reviews of the latest 

watching, listening and reading WATCH 

matter. You must now read them. 


for their increasingly reliant (and 
unemployed) society. 

Naturally, all is not quite as it 
seems with Anita. As we meet 
some of her fellow synths 
- including a care worker, a 
prostitute and two renegades 
on the run - it becomes clear 
that some of them might be 
a bit more sophisticated than 
your average Roomba. 

Humons isn't the first drama 
to fire a warning shot about the 
dangers of Al. But like Block Mirror, 
its humdrum realism and fine cast 
show that this kind of tech, with 
all the ‘big questions' it raises, 
has already taken its first steps 
into our homes. 

Mark Wilson 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


Liam Neeson's made his 
film again - but this time 
it's not called Token and 
the people he wants 
to hurt really badly are 
American. This equitable 
approach to violence is 
to be applauded, but the 
“Don't mess with me" 
shtick is getting tiresome. 
We've had enough Token 
sequels - and this is that 
in everything but name. 
Tom Wiggins 

STUFF SAYS ★★★☆☆ 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


Josh is 44, owns CDs and 
watches Netflix on his 
Apple TV. Jamie is 20-odd, 
only plays vinyl and uses 
a CRT TV to watch '80s 
horror movies on VHS. This 
slightly-too-stereotypical 
comedy of generational 
differences starts off well, 
but the gags give a little 
too much space to a study 
of authenticity. 

Tom Wiggins 


Run All Night 

_Blu-ray,DVD,VOD 


While We’re 
Young 

_Blu-ray,DVD,VOD 
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Marks To Prove It 


_The Maccabees 

With the lout-rock of 
Kasabian on one side and 
the earnest Mumfords on 
the other, Morks To Prove 
It should’ve cemented The 
Maccabees’ place as heirs 
to the Arctic Monkeys’ 
throne. But rather than 
building on Given To The 
Wild, it feels too much like 
more of the same. 

The title track barges 
down the doors and barrels 
along like it escaped from 


the GTTW sessions but 
then things flatten, rising 
briefly for Spit It Out and 
Something Like Happiness. 
With even Glastonbury 
struggling for British 
headliners, this a missed 
opportunity for a band 
that a few years ago 
looked to be on the cusp 
of something great. 

Tom Wiggins 


■stuff says ★★★☆☆ 





Another One 

_Mac DeMarco 

He flirts with cheese and 
he wears dungarees, but 
is there any substance 
behind DeMarco’s kooky 
slacker persona? Maybe. 
The breakthrough album 
Salad Days had some 
luscious tunes but was a 
bit samey; this 25-minute 
follow-up is... well, more 
of the samey. And there’s 
nothing as catchy as Let 
Her Go on this one. 
Richard Purvis 


STUFF SAYS^^^i^^ 


Dark Black 

Makeup.Radkey 

Radkey are the only 
all-brother band to matter 
since Hanson. Pretty bold 
statement, I know. They 
play punk rock with huge 
fuzzy riffs, groovy bass 
and Danzig-like vocals. 
The resulting sound is 
body-moving in every 
way - but the production 
sounds a bit muddled on 
record, so live is the best 
way to experience it. 
RossPresiy 


STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


REVIEWS mui 


READ 



Everyone already knows 
how music got free. It was 
all Napster’s fault, right? 
Wrong! At its core. How 
Music Got Free tells three 
different stories, which all 
come to a head at just the 
right/wrong time. 

For a tale that deals 
largely in codecs and 
corporations (at least 
in the early stages) it’s 
surprisingly witty, and 
at times reads like an 


organised crime thriller... 
but the Michael Corleone 
of this story isanerdy 
factory worker from 
North Carolina. 

For anyone who 
remembers Audiogalaxy 
and Kazaa, How Music 
Got Free manages to 
be simultaneously eye- 
opening and nostalgic. 
Tom Wiggins 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 



I Intercept 


.Gordon Corera 

The BBC’s security 
correspondent gives 
a smart account of how 
espionage and computing 
grew up together, from 
the Enigma and Colossus 
machines of WW2 to the 
vast complexities of data 
processing that rule the 
modern world. Read it for 
a keener understanding 
of the NSA and the Edward 
Snowden affair. 

WiiiDunn 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★☆ 


Daft Wee] 


Stories j 


Limmy 


A BAFTA-winning comedy 
writer and prolific Viner, 
Brian ‘Limmy’ Limond 
has written slightly too 
many tales for his debut 
book. You get the sense 
that many are vaguely 
autobiographical; but 
while they can get a little 
formulaic, there’s a decent 
hit-rate of genuine lolz, 
and fans should definitely 
give this a look. 

Tom Wiggins 

STUFF SAYS ★★★☆☆ 
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Tickets from £30 

Children under 15 GO FREE* 
Hospitality from £104 

^Applies to certain ticket types only. 

Book Now: www.silverstonexo.uk 
Call: 0844 3750 500 


Silverstone Facts: 

^ Circuit Length 


Width 


Right corners 


’ Left corners 


Longest straight 


5,891 m/3.66 miles | 

14.5 - 17 m ' 

10 
8 

770 m/0.48 miles 


SILVERSTONE 


2014 Silverstone lap data 

Top Speed 

Kph 

Ave Speed 
Kph 

Fastest 

Lap 

MotoGP™ - max lOOOcc 
min bike weight 150 kg 

328.8 

174.1 

2'01.980 

Mot02™' - eoocc 4-stroke 
motorcycle + rider min 215 kg 

277.S 

16S.8 

2'07.253 

Moto3™ - 250CC four-stroke 
one-cylinder engine 
motorcycle + rider min 148 kg 

233.4 

158.9 

2'13.684 


FANTASTIC 
British MotoGP’ 

Ticket OFFERS 




BRITISH 

GRAND PRIX 

MOTOGP 

SILVERSTONE 

28-30§o“f5“^" 


^DORNA, IQIA 
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BETA YOURSELF: 
UPCYCLING 

There is no 
rubbish, Just 
gadgets you 
haven’t rebuiit yet 


plDG 

PLAYLIST: 
VIMED SHORTS 

The finest iittie 
fiicks on the 
thinking person’s 
video website 


plOB 

SUPER GEEK: 

MOUNTAIN 

BIKES 

Adirt-traiis 
expert hits the 
gnari on the head 


pUO 

INSTANT 

UPGRAOES: 

5-A-SIOE 

Get more out 
of the sweatiest 
form of footbaii 


S 103 








PROJECTS 09.15 




Got a shedload of antique tech and a weekend to burn? 
Revamp ninja and reestore.com founder Max McMurdo 
shows you how to make your old things feel like new 


THEBA5IC5 


■ Cast your net wide. 

You can find amazing materials 
in the most surprising of places. 
Gumtree, local industrial estates, 
skips and charity shops can all 
contain upcycling gems. 

■ Don’t be a copycat. 

While it's good to earn your 
stripes by learning from other 
upcycling projects, try to be brave 
and take risks. Upcycling's all 
about creating something that 
reflects your taste and style. 

■ Start simple. 

If you're a complete upcycling 
beginner, try something simple 



like reupholstering and painting 
a dining chair. Or if you're feeling 
more bold, play around with 
an old pallet and try to create 
something unique. 

■ Don’t be a tool. 

A screwdriver, cordless drill 
and hammer are refurbishing 
essentials, but don't forget 


sandpaper, wax and a staple 
gun for preparation and crucial 
finishing touches. 

■ Bigger is better. 

I sometimes find the larger the 
item, the easier it is to work with, 
as it isn't as fiddly. Wine barrels 
can make a good starting point. 
Even cars can be fertile ground 
- we turned a V8 engine into 
a coffee table. 

■ Make it last. 

Choose your materials 
carefully and avoid chipboard 
at all costs. Always use 
mechanical fixings like screws 
and bolts where possible - 
the world isn't held together 
with PVA glue. 




i 


THEPRDIECT 


■ Gather your ingredients. 

Wine bottles provide a vintage 
glow for this distinctive lamp. 
You'll also need pallet wood, 

M10 nuts and bolts, a large 
Jubilee clip, and electrical fittings: 
lamp holder, in-line switch, 
three-core cable and plug. 

■ Tooi up. Grab a mitre saw and 
cordless drill for assembling the 
woodwork, plus screwdrivers, 
wire cutters and spanners to 

fit the electrical components. 

■ Bottie it. Ask a glass 
merchant to cut the bottle, or 
do it yourself (very carefully) 
using a bottle-cutting kit. 
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■ Get a signature look. 

I love to add personal touches. 
For this one we added the 
Brancott Estate logo. It looks 
as though the wood canne 
straight off an old wine crate. 

■ Sweat the details. 

I connplennented the gorgeous 
green glass shade with a nice 
burgundy twisted cord. It adds 
a real touch of retro class. 

■ Face the wax. Autentico 
wax (from £11, amazon.co.uk) 
doesn't only make the wood 
look good - It also brings out 
the grain, smells Incredible and 
nourishes It so that It lasts. 


■ iMac cat bed. Just because 
the IMac G3 Is no longer an 
object of desire, doesn't mean 
you can't celebrate Its beauty. 
Instructions: bit.ly/lmaccatbed 

■ TV fish tank. This Is a lot 
more work than meets the 
eye, but a great talking point 
for your home - particularly If 
the remote controls the lighting: 
bit.ly/tvfishtank 

■ Gramophone iamp. Ive 

got an old metal gramophone 
horn from a charity shop that's 
crying out to be turned Into a 
lampshade. For Inspiration go to 
etsy.com/shop/ruevertdegrls 


LEVEL 
UP WITH. 


THE WEBSITE 

REMADE IN BRITAIN 

deinbr 

Like an Etsy for upcyclers, 
Remade lets you list and 
buy everything from 
an aircraft easy chair 
to a ‘Super 8’ desk lamp. 
Those looking to dabble 
in making their own 
creations will find some 
useful advice in its blog 
too, including interviews 
with eminent UK makers 
and a handy A-Z of 
objects to upcycle. 


PINTERE5T 

It’s not all hairstyles 
and interior decorating 
on Pinterest (well, not 
quite anyway). The 
social pinboard is a 
good place to scout 
for upcycling ideas, 
like skateboard guitars 
(above), seatbelt key 
holders and mason Jar 
speakers. If you’re taking 
your first Pinterest steps, 
start by following the 
likes of Upcycle Studio 
and MFEO. 




THEBDDK 

UPCYCLI5T 

£/n amaz' 

This debut book from the 
blog of the same name 
(upcyclist.co.uk) weaves 
together photography and 
interviews with innovative 
upcyclers. They go a little 
beyond wine-cork USB 
sticks, with chapters 
covering everything 
from bicycle chandeliers 
to a house made almost 
entirely from reclaimed 
window frames. Just 
don’t let it intimidate 
you into giving up on 
that oar curtain-rod. 


FINISHING TOUCHES 


NOW TRY THESE 


THE PROCESS 


■ Give a helping sand. After 
cutting the wood, sand it with 
coarse then fine sandpaper. 

■ Build it up. Fix to the base 
using 50mm screws. Now fix 
the boit across the top to house 
the jubiiee dip around the shade. 

■ Go electric. Take a metre of 
the three-core cabie; attach the 
piug to one end and the switch 
to the other. Connect a second 
haif-metre cabie to the other 
end of the switch, then thread 
the exposed part through the 
bottie and fix in piace. Warning: 
Mains voitages are dangerous. 

if in doubt, consuit an eiectricion. 













[ Words Stephen Graves ] 
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©* PLAYLIST 



VIMEO SHOmT 

YouTube's all well and good If you want to watch kittens on 
Roombas, but real film buffs go for VImeo. Here are Its finest 
short films — and all but three of them are free to view 






Logorama 

Tiisfilm is set in 
a worid where every 
person, aninnai,piant, 
buiiding, vehideand 
even geographicai 
feature is buiit out 
of corporate iogos. 

Mr Pringie flirts with 
the Essogiri, Micheiin 
Man cops pursue a 
Joker-esque Ronaid 
McDonaid, andthe 
Haribo Kid visits a 
zoo popuiated with 
Lacoste crocodiies 
and Linux penguins. 




The Black Hole 

Asieep-deprived 
office drone discovers 
a magicai portaithat 
iets him pass through 
soiid surfaces -and is 
quickiy undone by his 
greed. Tie winner of 
the 2008 Virgin Media 
Shorts competition, 
The Block Hole is a 
textbook exampie of 
short-form comedy, 
itdeiivers suspense, 
setup and punchiine 
in just two minutes. 
Bite-sized briiiiance. 


Pixels 

inspired by 8-bit 
video games and '80s 
comedies iike Who 
Fromed Roger Robbit, 
director Patrick Jean's 
high-concept short 
pits New Yorkers 
against pixeiated 
invaders from 
vintage arcade 
games, rendered in 
aii their biocky giory. 

A Ghostbusters- 
styie adaptation 
starring Adam 
Sandier is coming. 


The Landing 

Setintheeariy '60s 
in the heartiand of 
America, this short 
draws heaviiy on 
Coid War paranoia 
and fears of UFO 
iandings. Tie mood 
is oppressive; a young 
boy's fantasies of 
rocketshipsandaiien 
invaders are brutaiiy 
squashed by his 
aicohoiic father. And 
then something faiis 
from the sky... To say 
more wouid spoii it. 


Sight 

Tiis short shouid 
give pause to anyone 
who's excited by 
Microsoft HoioLens. 
it's a vision of an 
AR dreamworid; 
computer-generated 
artwork hangs on 
biank waiis, peopie 
use apps in aii basic 
interactions and 
gamiflcation has got 
out of hand. Sight 
shows a future we 
couid be unwittingiy 
stepping into. 


World Of Tomorrow 

£3 (to rent) 

Oscar-winning 
animator Don 
Hertzfeidt takes 
his first foray into 
aii-digitai animation, 
it features a iittiegiri, 
Emiiy, and her guide, 
atime-traveiiing 
third-generation 
done, it's touching, 
thought-provoking 
and funny, cramming 
in ideas at the rate 
of Terry Pratchett 
or Dougias Adams. 


Kung Fury 

£5 (to buy) 

From the school of 
parody that brought 
you For Cry 3: Blood 
Drogon and Vice 
C/ty comes this riff 
on ’80s action films, 
packed with every 
cliche you’d expect. 
The titular hero’s a 
maverick cop with 
Kung Fu powers 
and a Lamborghini; 
villains are gangs 
of Worr/ors-esque 
thugs and, yes, Nazis. 
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HOWTO... 
GET SHORTY 


Fancy making your 
own short film? 

A smartphone and 
these nifty accessories 
are all you need... 



FILMIi: PRD 

This year’s Sundance 
Film Festival showcased 
Tangerine, shot on an 
iPhone 5S using this app. 
It gives you full control 
over focus, aperture 
and colour temperature. 
Android fans should see 
the similar Cinema FV-5. 
£6/iOS 




Alive In Joburg 

In faux-documentary 
wobbly hand-held 
style, this gritty 
scl-fifilm examines 
the aftermath of 
an alien landing 
in Johannesburg; 
the extraterrestrial 
refugees are quickly 
isolated in ghettos, 
unable to get home. 
Does that sound a bit 
familiar? Director Neill 
Blomkamp used this 
short as the basis for 
his feature. District 9. 


Elgin Park 

Photographer Michael 
Paul Smith has won 
legions of fans for 
his snapshots of 
mid-20th-century 
American towns 
created using 
meticulously detailed 
miniatures and clever 
optical illusions. But 
as this documentary 
shows, this isn't just a 
slice of retro whimsy; 
it's intimately tied in 
with Smith's personal 
identity and history. 


The Phone Call 
US$3 (to rent) 

A crisis helpline worker 
takes a call from a 
suicidal man in this 
Oscar-winning short 
anchored by powerful 
performances from 
Sally Hawkins and 
Jim Broadbent. It's 
a testament to what 
you can do with a 
simple premise and 
a pair of fine actors - 
one of whom delivers 
his performance 
entirely as a voiceover. 


Truth In Journalism 

Tie latest part of Adi 
Shankar's ‘Bootleg 
Universe' enlists 
True B/ood star Ryan 
Kwanten for a gritty 
black-and-white 
homage to Mon Bites 
Dog. Like the film that 
inspired it, it features 
a crew of filmmakers 
following shady 
photojournalist Eddie. 
Butthistour of New 
York quickly veers 
off into marvellously 
unexpected territory. 



MDDNDDG LABS 

ANAMBRPHi: 

ADAPTER 

This clip-on adaptor 
lets you shoot video with 
a 33% wider horizontal 
field of view on your 
iPhone and adds flares 
and cinematic distortion, 
from US$160/ 
moondoglabs.com 



5HDULDERPDD 
51 SMARTPHONE 
GRIP 

This will hold any phone 
up to 93mm wide, adding 
a universal mount that 
will let you plant it on 
a sliding dolly, a tripod 
or even a steadicam rig: 
perfect for giving your 
film a professional gloss. 
£25 / amazon.co.uk 
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MOUNTAIN BIKES 


Dave Jaquin explains why hurtling up and down gnarly 
trails is the best time you can have on two wheels, 
and why your post-ride refreshment choice is crucial 



W hen the mass media 
lit a firecracker under 
the world of cycling, 
it suddenly became cool to 
squeeze into stretchy Italian 
fibres in a bid to roll through parks 
and earn a post-ride coffee. 
Don't get me wrong - 1 ride 
a road bike too, but only so I'm 
fit enough to get out on my 
mountain bike for longer. 

What grew from a few guys 
hurling themselves down a 
Californian dirt road in the early 
'70s has morphed into a wild 
beast, one that's best tamed 
with a bunch of friends. It's about 


variety - no trail will be the same 
two days in a row, and you will 
notice if you ride it on both of 
those days. The geometry, 
suspension and gearing of 
modern machines are amazing, 
and bikes that go up as fast as 
they go down can now be found 
in any decent shop. 

The spectrum of riding is 
broad. If you want to go as fast 
as possible on the wildest tracks, 
then downhill racing is where it's 
at. But if you want something 
more sedate with a bit of speed 
here and there, cross-country 
(or XC) could be your ride of 


choice. Right now, the best 
for all-day riding are bikes with 
140-160mm of suspension 
travel that fly up the hills while 
maintaining the ability to charge 
back down them. Some do one 
better than the other, but as 
a general rule this category 
of suspension travel defines 
the most popular trend in the 
mountain biking world. 

Jumping on a mountain bike 
will surprise you. Get yourself 
one, set it up properly, then head 
to the woods with some other 
mountain bikers and start finding 
the point where your tyres begin 


to let go. I guarantee it's the 
most fun you can have with 
your socks on. 

You'll bump up against the 
limits of grip fast, but keeping 
things rubber-side-down is a 
slowly acquired skill. It's often 
the brakes that cause the 
problem - momentum equals 
grip, so try to roll with it. 

Oh, and you can forget that 
coffee. Your post-ride drink now 
comes from a bag full of leaves 
with a helping of milk - and 
there's no better way to earn 
your brew than sliding round 
corners with your mates. 


lARGDN 

BUSTER 


■ -lAVE 
Travel refers to the 
amount of movement 
the suspension has from 
being fully extended to 
completely compressed, 
and is measured in 
inches or millimetres. 


This means throwing 
the bike sideways and 
extending the back 
wheel as close to 
90° as you can while 
maintaining a stylish 
shape with your body. 

•T If-I 

■ : 

A berm is a built-up 
corner that gives you 
ample opportunity 
to lean into the turn. 
Think of a solid dirt 
wave curved around 
the outside of a turn. 

Hit it flat out and a good 
berm will pop you out 
with more speed than 
you entered it with. 


That big trail of dirt 
thrown out, up and 
sideways when riders 
hold the throttle wide 
open out of a corner. 
This isn’t about skidding 
- roost flies when tyres 
are sliding, not braking. 



WHYTE 905 

Simple, but very effective. UK-based bike 
designer Whyte has refined its 905 into 
a bike that's fast, fun and well thought out. 
The geometry is bang-on and the money 
is in the right places when it comes to its 
components. An adjustable fork, some of 
the best all-round rubber going and the most 
reliable rear wheel out there all ensure that 
the 905 stands for quality. Riding a hardtail 
is honest, no-frills biking. The skillset is 
different from a full-suspension bike, but 
hone yourself on a hardtail such as the 905 
and you'll be set up to progress fast when you 
decide to add a bit of bounce to the back. 
£1600 whyte.bike 


□RANGE FIVE FACTORY 

An iconic stalwart. Orange has been making 
the Five for years and every new model 
is a subtle refinement of the last. For a 
full-suspension bike it's simple, and that's 
the beauty: one pivot and two wheels equals 
a heap of fun. The Five will take you anywhere, 
on any type of trail, and you will see someone 
riding one pretty much everywhere you go. 
The geometry is right up to date, and the 
suspension is a doddle to set up. If you want 
to do it all, then the Five hits the nail on the 
head with a big hammer from Flalifax. This is 
the new tricked-out, top-end Factory model, 
but the Five range starts at £2600. 

£4600 orangebikes.co.uk 
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MQNDRAKERSUMMUM 
PROTEAN 

Spanish company Mondraker pushes 
mountain-biking boundaries, and this 
bike marks the finest achievement of that 
expansion. Designed to take on Downhiii 
Worid Cup races, it has over eight inches 
of rear-wheei travei and aimost the same 
up front, in short, this means it wiii punch 
through whatever it's pointed at. Bikes 
iike this are for downhiii tracks ridden at 
fuii speed. They might be expensive, but 
everything has been diaied to 11. if you want 
to go fiat-out in the rough stuff then this is 
what you've been waiting for. 

£6800 mondraker.com 


GET 

INSPIRED 



IN5TAGRAM 

Biking and photography 
go hand in hand, and 
some of the sport’s 
finest snappers are on 
Instagram. Sven Martin 
(@svenmartinphoto), 
Duncan Phiipott 
((S>duncanphiipott) 
and Sam Needham 
(@samneedham_photo) 
shoot everything from 
the world of racing 
to adventurous trips 
around the globe, so 
give them all a follow. 

/ ' . 



DIRT 

This specialist magazine 
has grown up with 
mountain biking for 
the past 18 years. Now 
web-only, it mixes 
deep knowledge with 
features that celebrate 
all aspects of the 
sport, from component 
reviews to impressive 
‘beyond the bike’ 
mini-documentaries 
that follow the careers 
and enviable lives of 
biking superstars. 



SPRUNG 

Filmmaker Alex Rankin’s 
late-’90s mountain 
biking movies still 
stand out as the best 
documents of the sport. 
The bikes may have 
changed and many of 
the riders have since 
become superstars, 
but 1998’s Sprung 
(and later Earthed) 
series mix local riding 
trickery with pros 
ripping through long 
race sections. 



[ Pictures Fullstop ] 










[ Words Ben Welch Illustration Jamie Sneddon ] 
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E FOOTBALL 


Hoofing the ball around a full-size pitch won’t help you 
ping it like Pirlo - so learn to conquer the small-sided 
game instead with these shrewd summer signings 


C?: 
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1 ADIDAS X15.3TF 


You can't expect to befuddle 
defenders while wearing a pair 
of shoes you've dug out of lost 
property. Tliese new ‘turf boots 
have been designed specifically 
for 3G pitches and the pinball 
pace of 5- and 7-a-side games. 
Tlieir rubber studs are on hand 
to provide maximum grip for 
your signature pirouette, and 
there's no need to fear a sloppy 
first touch - the close-fitting 
mesh upper will ensnare the ball 
like a Venus flytrap. Not that 
defenders will be able to see 
anything after looking at that 
‘solar yellow' paint job. 

£50 / adidas.co.uk 


2 NIKE SELECT STRIKE 
WDVENSHDRTII* 


Football shorts have seen 
some difficult times, from Dixie 
Dean ankle-swingers to 1980s 
‘minimalism'. Luckily, we live 
in 2015, where shorts such as 
these are designed with the 
same precision as Mourinho's 
spoiling tactics. Tie Select 
Strike's laser-cut vents keep 
you cool during heated battles, 
while their tailored fit allows 
enough movement for a 
defence-splitting pass. It's 
a lot to spend on shorts, but 
why invest in a fancy top that'll 
only get covered by a bib? 

£50 / prodirectsoccer.com 


3TRU5DX 


Observant ‘soccer' viewers will 
have spotted a breakout of tiny 
squares around the ankles of 
players such as Suarez, Bale 
and Sturridge recently. Another 
fashion fouxpos to rank 
alongside Alice bands, snoods 
and nose strips? Not this time, 
as the little squares are actually 
non-slip pads that help prevent 
feet from sliding around inside 
boots. Tiat means fewer 
blisters to worry about and 
more stability in your planted 
foot when the time comes for 
you to attempt a ludicrously 
ambitious free kick. 

£25 / trusox.com 




Whacking a ball against a wall 
has honed the skills of many a 
top-class footballer, but these 
days it's more likely to earn you 
an ASBO than a pro contract. 
Redirect your practice with 
this training aid. Its name might 
suggest ‘sports-based erotic 
movie', but as a rebound net 
it's unrivalled. Tie unpredictable 
bounce will test your first touch, 
control, passing technique and 
reaction speed. It's particularly 
good for fast goalie warm-ups. 
£120 / prodirectsoccer.com 


5FIELDWIZ 


Fancy GPS tech is no longer the 
preserve of the pros - you too 
can see how far, or little, you 
chugged around the pitch. Strap 
on the FieldWiz in its comfy 
vest before you step into the 
arena and you'll be able to 
capture strategic performance 
metrics. Tie wearable sensor 
technology will record your 
stats so you can analyse 
your performance with 
Sky Sports-style heat maps 
including distance, speed and 
acceleration figures. You might 
need sponsorship from Emirates 
to afford it, mind. 

£2500 (team) / fieldwiz.com 



BPDMAEVDPDWERl 

BLIPHHBH 


With bone-crunching 
defenders hot on your heels 
you're going to need to upgrade 
your armour. Invest in this 
lightweight pair of slip guards 
and your shins will be protected 
when wayward challenges 
meet your lower limbs. Tieir 
foam shell is built to absorb 
impact so you can dust yourself 
off and carry on with the game. 
Tiis armour isn't going to weigh 
you down either - the Lycra 
compression sleeve with athletic 
tape keeps the pad in place 
without holding you back. 

£35 / puma.com 


WENGER’S 
TOP TIPS 



ARSENAL BBSS 
AR5ENE REVEALS 
HIS SECRETS TB 
S-A-SIBE SUEEESS 




1. PERSONALISE 
YOUR POSITIONS 

"Quiet, efficient guys 
make the best strikers. 
Those who are more 
gregarious and outgoing 
are made for midfieid. 
The more aggressive 
ones are your best 
defenders. If you get 
that right, their natural 
qualities develop, they 
become better in their 
positions and your team 
can progress." 



2. USEAOIAMONO 
FORMATION 

"I recommend the 
1-2-1 formation: one 
defender, one attacker, 
with two offensive 
full-backs. These 
two players should 
fall back and defend 
when you don’t have 
the ball, but be ready to 
get forward and attack 
when necessary. This 
formation will allow 
you to play the most 
effective 5-a-side.” 



3. COUNTER-ATTACK 
BEATS POSSESSION 

"Most goals come from 
a quick burst upfield: 
one or two passes 
and then shoot. Teams 
that have too much of 
the ball have the least 
success. Be quick and 
ruthless. By sitting 
back you are tempting 
your opposition to lose 
their shape, frustrating 
them, before winning 
the ball and scoring on 
the break." 



[ Interview supplied by FourFourTwo Performonce. For more info visit performance.fourfourtwo.com ] 
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ALWAYS ON CALL 

facebook.com/joinstuff • (a)stuffTV 
google.comZ+stufftv • stuff(a)haymarket.com 




MAIL OF THE MONTH 


SENSOR SENSIBILITY 

I have a Nikon D3100 with an 
18-55 kit lens and a 55-300nnnn 
and I'd like to upgrade, ideally to a 
full-frame sensor. I don't want to 
have to buy new lenses, so I'd like 
a new camera body that would be 
compatible with the ones I have 
now. What's the best solution? 
Robbie Barnes 


Robbie, pairing a cheap lens 
with an expensive full-frame 
body is a waste of sensor size. So 
if you want to keep your current 
glass, you're better off upgrading 
to a better crop camera such as 
the Nikon D5300 (about £470) 
or D7200 (£850), and saving the 
extra money for better lenses to 
go with it later on. 




Speak your brains and you could win a 6-month SPOTIFY PREMIUM SUBSCRIPTION Sootifv 

This letter wins six months of ad-free, high-quality audio streaming from Spotif y, worth £10/month ^ ^ 





comfortable enough to 
make you forget you're 
even wearing them. 
They're light, portable 
and, importantly, they 
also sound fantastic, 
so you won't have to 
compromise on audio 
quality either. They're 
also available in mint 
green, which may or 
may not be relevant. 


£2000 at the moment - they're 
still firmly at the luxury end of 
the scale, despite a steady price 
drop over the past few years. It's 
hard to say when they'll dip to 
the £1000 mark, but we'd bet 
on a few years at least. If you're 
desperate for a big TV now (and 
can add £500 to your budget), 
then you can't go wrong with the 
4K 55in Samsung UE65HU7500 
(£1500, amazon.co.uk). Our 
friends at Whot H/'-F;? have 
slathered it with awards and 
praise, thanks to its incredible 
picture, elegant design and 
smart interface, so you definitely 
won't be disappointed. 


Nick, sadly there's just no 
way you'll be able to snap 
up an OLED TV for less than 


CANT STAND IT 

Dear Stuff, I've recently 
upgraded the old gogglebox to a 
swanky new Sony KD-65S9005B. 
I'm absolutely loving this new 
curved, 65in slab of techy 
goodness but unfortunately 
it's not being displayed to its full 
potential, currently sitting atop 
an old Ikea shelf unit. I want a 
TV stand that will support it 
but, at the same time, not cost 
half again what I paid for it. Also, 
it should tie in with my grey 
wood-effect flooring and dark 
grey recliner sofa (with media 
tray). Any suggestions would 
be much appreciated. 

Gary Benson 

Congratulations on 
introducing such a 
formidable beast into your 
living room. While taste is 
subjective, we reckon the 
simple-yet-stylish Centurion 
Avitus all-black affair (£200, 
amazon.co.uk) should serve 
you well. Its finish should match 
its surroundings nicely, and it's 
easily sturdy enough to support 
your 65in friend without any 
trouble. You'll also have plenty 
of storage to tidy away consoles, 
Blu-rays and other bits and bobs. 


EAR IT COMES AGAIN 

Hi Stuff I need to get some 
more comfortable headphones 
that won't make my ears sore if 
I wear them for too long. Do you 
have any suggestions? Cheers! 
Fergus Irvine 


There's nothing quite like 
ear cramp and a splitting 
headache from uncomfortable 
headphones to ruin listening 
to your favourite Richard 
Clayderman album. The Bose 
SoundTrue On-Ear headphones 
(£130, amazon.co.uk) have 
received rave reviews for being 


OLED, 

OH DEAR 

Help! After purchasing 
a Toshiba 36in CRT 
Home Cinema TV a few too 
many years ago, I can't seem 
to wear the damned thing out. 

I have my heart set on a new 
slim OLED smart TV with all the 
latest bells and apps, but my old 
TV refuses to die. When it does 
eventually fizz, buzz and pop I'll 
be looking for something around 
the 50in mark and with a budget 
of around E750-E1000 (if a piece 
of fruit from Cupertino doesn't 
tempt me first). Any suggestions? 
Nick Miles 







o 



IF NOTHING ELSE, AT LEAST 




IMAKEA 
HANDLEBAR 
BIKE RACK 


Already rustled up a wine bottle 
lamp (see p104)? Time to upcycle 
an old pair of drop handlebars 
into a wall-mounted rack for 
your trusty road bike: 

Gather the ingredients. You'll 
need some drop handlebars, a 
quill stem, a threaded piece of 
galvanised steel pipe that fits 
your stem, a wall flange, some 
screws and a drill. 

Head to the shed. Put your 
handlebars into the stem, 
attach your pipe to the wall 
flange, then insert your quill 
into the pipe. 

Hang your masterpiece. 

Measure how high you'd like 
the bike to hang, then drill and 
attach with your screws. For full 
instructions go to kylethewilson. 
wordpress.com and search ‘DIY 
wall bike hanger'. 






ZGETAGUIDED 
□RONE TOUR 


You could use Street View to 
get a sneak peak of your holiday 
destination - or you could go 
one better and get a dramatic 
bird's-eye tour using this 
'DroneTube' video map: 

Go to travelbydrone.com and 

search by the location you'd like 
to fly over, or lose several hours 
by clicking on random videos 
of Eastern European cities and 
checking flight prices on Kayak. 

Looking for a different kind 
of wedding photographer? 

Click on the ‘pilots' tab to see 
a map of commercial drone pilots 
based on their location, together 
with their contact details to 
request a fly-by bridal shoot. 

To watch some of the world’s 
finest drone-ography, go to the 

‘Best of 2015' tab and see spooky 
Chernobyl and volcanic Iceland in 
full-screen glory. 
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3 PLAY HANGMAN 
INANYAPP 


Well, in any messaging app, at 
least - install this custom iOS 
keyboard and you'll be embroiled 
in more letter-themed chats 
than Rachel Riley: 

Download HangKeys (Efree, IOS). 
Though it's an iPhone app, your 
friend won't need HangKeys 
to play - it's purely text-based, 
and your game will appear in your 
chosen messaging app. 

Open Settings. Now select 
‘General', then ‘Keyboard' 
and finally ‘Add new keyboard'. 
Select HangKeys and then 
open your preferred messaging 
app, whether that's Facebook 
Messenger, WhatsApp or SMS. 

To play, press and hold the globe 
icon on the IOS keyboard. Choose 
HangKeys and start your game. 
Feeling evil? Start with some 
tricky Hangman classics: ‘jazz', 
‘faff or ‘axiom'. 


Guessed letters: 
G^M/F/A/OrN/O^ 


Send 


^ 





TUNE IN NEXT MONTH TO... 

• Geek out with guitar amps • Get up high for some aerial 
photography • Delve deep into the world of subreddits 
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SMARTPHONES 115 





Samsung Galaxy S6 

This is a new era for Samsung, with a smart upgrade that fixes not just things 
that were amiss in the Gaiaxy S5, but things that have piagued them for years. 
No piastic here: its front and back are super-tough Goriiia Giass 4, its sides 
aiuminium. in terms of ergonomics and speaker quaiity, HTC stiii wins, but oniy 
Just. And in the more important areas of camera performance, screen tech and 
raw power, the Gaiaxy S6 trampies its rivai. We Just wish it had a microSD siot. 


STUFF SAYS 
Samsung has proven Its 
critics wrong - the Galaxy 
S6 Is the new benchmark 
for flagship phones 

★★★★★ 
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Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge 

The Edge, with its wraparound screen, is the uitimate money-no-object phone, it's ' 

techier and beefier than its brother, but it's aiso a good deai pricier, its curvy USP 
may be more about styie than anything eise, but come on, it's pretty darned cooi. 

from £525 

★★★★★ 

cuTt"ng-edge 

GADGETEERS 

LG G4 

The ieather-ciad LG G4 is a treat for those who want something that iooks and feeis 
a bit different, its camera is incredibiy powerfui, giving you aimost as much controi as 
a DSLR, and the iarge screen is briiiiant... but the battery iife hoids it back from the top. 

£450 

★★★★★ 


HTC One M9 

This year's HTC One is not a fuii-on revoiution, but it is a carefui, considered refinement 
of one of the best phones ever, packing high-end specs into a premium design. The 
switch to a megapixei main camera resuits in beautifuiiy detaiied daytime shots. 

£460 

★★★★★ 


Motorola Moto X 

Smart, fast and niceiy crafted, the Moto X is packed with ciever software that 
organises your iife without feeiing intrusive, and the briiiiant Moto Maker service 
aiiows you to buiid a genuineiy personaiised smartphone in wood, piastic or ieather. 

from £265 
★★★★★ 


LGG3 

There's bareiy a singie thing wrong with the G3... and so, so much that's right. 

Upgrades range from sieeker back buttons to the bigger, better 2K screen and 
iaser-assisted camera. And it stiii iasts 15 hours. How do they do it? 

£270 

★★★★★ 


Apple IPhone 6 

With its siim, deepiy attractive buiid and software overhaui, the iPhone 6 is the 
freshest-feeiing iPhone in years, its iarger screen is big enough to be a usefui 
improvement, with gorgeous coiours, and this is Appie's best ever battery. 

from £480 
★★★★★ 


Sony Xperla Z3 Compact 

This is, without a shadow of a doubt, the best sub-5in Android phone around. The power 
of a fuii-size flagship, an exceiient camera and an impressive battery iife are aii crammed 
into a device that's a pieasure to use no matter the size of your digits, impressive stuff. 

£300 

★★★★★ 

DAINTY HANDS 

Samsung Galaxy Note 4 

Samsung was first at the phabiet game, and with the Note 4 it's stiii the best. The ace 
camera, Muiti Window feature and pressure-sensitive S Pen make proper use of the 
extra screen reai estate. Pius, it has the iongest battery iife of any 2K phone we've tested. 

£380 

★★★★★ 


Vodafone Smart Prime 6 

Want the biggest, sharpest dispiay for under £100? This Sin 720p screen wouidn't iook 
out of piace in a phone twice the price, if you iike gaming or want to watch videos on 
the move, this is a reai bargain - as iong as you don't mind being iocked to Vodafone. 

from £80 
★★★★★ 

SMALLER 

BUDGETS 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR SMARTPHONE BUYING GUIDE, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-10S/SMARTPHONES 



PLUG INTO STUFF'S 
SOCIAL NETWORK 

f facebook.com/ioin: 


• Prices quoted are for handset only unless otherwise stated 
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Apple iPad Air 2 

The iPad Air didn't reaiiy need to be thinner, but that doesn't mean 6.1mm isn't 
mighty impressive. This combines with reassuring weight and impeccabie buiid 
quaiity to make this the most desirabie tab on the pianet. Whiie the dispiay is the 
same Retina resoiution as before, ciever screen tech brings the pixeis cioser to 
the surface, and the whoie experience is even faster than before thanks to the 
new ASX chip. Basicaiiy it's the best tabiet in the worid made even better. 


STUFF SAYS 

Thinner, lighter and mightier: 
Apple’s Iron-fisted reign at 
the top of the tablet charts 
continues unabated 

★★★★★ 



Apple IPad Mini 2 With Retina Display 

The iPad Mini 3 is newer but aii it adds is Touch iD. The good news is that the Mini 2 is 
now down to £240, which is frankiy bargain-tastic. That's why the 'oid' modei stays in 
our Top 10 - if you're after a mini-tabiet of reai quaiity, your choice has just got easier. 



Sony Xperla Z4 Tablet 

Sony have added a keyboard to this aiready stunning tab, so now it's handy for work 
as weii as piay. Just iike a Windows hybrid. Superb battery iife, pienty of power, a siim 
body and super-vivid screen make this the best Android aiternative to an iPad Air 2. 


from £240 
★★★★★ 


£500 (with 

keyboard) 

★★★★★ 


^ Samsung Galaxy Tab S 10.5 

Samsung has biessed the Gaiaxy Tab with one of the best tabiet screens we've ever 
iaid eyes on, pius an impressive camera and some incredibie stamina - but there are 
performance niggies and Appie's tabiet app seiection is stiii far superior. 


£315 

★★★★★ 


MAGAZINES 
AND MOVIES 



Tesco Hudl 2 

At this price, the Hudi 2 has far more tech rammed into its 9.85mm-thick body than 
you'd ever expect, it has a Fuii HD screen, and its 273ppi dispiay offers the sharpest 
of images. This is a Jaw-dropping bargain, as iong as you can put up with Tesco bioat. 

Microsoft Surface Pro 3 

At iast, Microsoft has deiivered on the promise of the tabiet-cum-iaptop hybrid, 
it proves there's space in the worid for a design that's more productive than an 
iPad or Gaiaxy Note, but easier to hump around than a traditionai iaptop. 

Asus Transformer Book T100 

A stonkingiy affordabie tabtop with raw power, a neat design and great battery iife - 
perfect for Office on the go, thanks to intei's new Baytraii CPU. The 1366x768 screen 
is a good 'un too, with crisp text, great contrast and coiours that pop. 


£100 

★★★★★ 


from £660 
★★★★★ 


£230 

★★★★★ 


WORKING 

ANYWHERE 


a Google Nexus 9 

The design isn't as pristine, but this is a reai Android contender to rivai the iPads. You get £280 
the new Android 5.0 Loiiipop software, bags of power and a super-sharp dispiay. With 
12 hours of video piay and two front-facing speakers, it'ii be a great fiim buddy. 

Sony Xperla Z3 Tablet Compact 

A siim, iight and reiiabie couch or commute companion, with a screen that iooks briiiiant £270 
despite being 'oniy' Fuii HD. The waterproofing may sway peopie away from choosing 
an iPad Mini and every gamer's eyes wiii iight up at the mention of PS4 Remote Piay. 




Microsoft Surface 3 

Microsoft finaiiy naiied the hybrid formuia with the Surface Pro 3, and now it's 
transiated it to this: a smart, uitra-portabie design with the benefits of fuii Windows 
8.1. it's easiiy the best affordabie Surface yet. Just make sure you buy the keyboard. 


£380 


inmsQ 

GAMING 
ON THE GO 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR TABLET BUYING GUIDE, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-IOS/TABLETS 
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HI-FI & MUSIC STREAMING 117 



Sonos multiroom system 

Who needs to drill holes and replaster walls to get a nnultiroonn nnusic system? Not 
you. With the addition of the cracking little Play:1 (£170) Sonos has made it easier 
than ever to start spreading your tunes around. Then maybe hook up a Connect to 
your existing hi-fi and router, and add speakers to a Connect: Amp in another room, 
or a SUB for a bass boost. You1l run out of rooms before you run out of options. For 
a further upgrade, the Arcam rSeries SonLink DAC works a treat with the Connect. 


STUFF SAYS 
Infinite music in every 
room without the need 
for custom installers? 
Sign us up now, please 

from £170 ★★★★★ 



Naim Mu-so 

£895 for a wireless speaker?! Well yes, but what a wireless speaker it is. Naim 
has ploughed all of its high-end hi-fi experience into delivering a beautifully made, 
great-sounding device with AirPlay, Spotify Connect and aptX Bluetooth all on board. 


Bowers & Wilkins T7 

The T7 is B&W's first attempt at a portable Bluetooth speaker, and its good looks and 
real hi-fi sound combine to make it a real winner. It's solid and easy to use, and has an 
attractive honeycomb structure that helps reduce cabinet vibrations. 


Monitor Audio Airstream S200 

It may look a bit like a floppy skyscraper, but the Monitor Audio's Bluetooth-plus-AirPlay 
speaker makes a lot of sense, mostly because it takes up very little shelf/desk/table 
space but makes loads of lovely noise. It's a bit of a steal at £200. 


Cambridge Audio Go 

There are loads of very cheap Bluetooth speakers out there, but we reckon it's worth 
spending that little bit more to get something that's really good - and that's the Go. 

It sounds awesome, it's really nicely built and its battery lasts a massive 18 hours. 


Bluesound multiroom system 

Fancy a bit of Sonos-style multiroom but with better-than-CD-quality sound thrown 
in? You want Bluesound. There are all-in-one speakers, adapters for your existing hi-fi, 
and a Vault that rips and stores all your CDs. All can handle high-resolution audio. 


Audio Pro Addon T10 

Available in orange, white or black, the Addon T10 is a Bluetooth speaker that also has 
analogue inputs and a USB socket for charging your MP3 player. Sound-wise it's 
punchy and deep, with just a little too much bass. It sounds best in orange, obviously. 


Libratone Zipp 

A fuzzy, cylindrical, colourful AirPlay dock that will deliver detailed, punchy 360° sound 
anywhere at all, thanks to a built-in battery that gives it four hours of outdoor life. Direct 
Wi-Fi skills free you from cables, routers and everything but the boogie. 


Cambridge Audio Minx Xi 

It might not look all that fancy, but the Minx Xi is like that micro system you had at uni, 
only it gobbles internet music rather than Rage Against The Machine CDs. Just add a 
pair of quality speakers (try Wharfedale Diamond 220s) and you've got a great hi-fi. 


Q Acoustics BT3 

These ultra-versatile Bluetooth speakers have an optical input for waking up the 
audio of your flatscreen TV. The styling is simple and so is the sound - brilliantly 
so, with perfect hi-fi balance and an impressive focus to the stereo image. 


£895 

★★★★★ 


IBESTFOR 


ONE-BOX 
WI-FI HI-FI 


£300 

★★★★★ 


£200 

★★★★★ 


IBESTFOR 


PICNIC PARTIES 


£90 

★★★★★ 


from £400 


★★★★★ 


£200 

★★★★★ 


ALFRESCO 

PARTIES 


£300 

★★★★★ 


£400 

★★★★★ 


£210 

★★★★★ 
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AKG K451 

They've actually been around a little while now, but what put the K451 on-ears 
back on to our radar was an official price drop from £130 to £80, and a real-world 
price of just £50 or less. For that money they're unbeatable - awesomely agile 
and punchy sound wrapped up in a subtly stylish and foldable design. Add both 
standard and three-button control cables for maximising compatibility and 
there's practically no excuse for not getting brilliant sound from your phone. 


STUFF SAYS 
Fantastic sound and great 
portability at an almost 
unbeatable price: the 
perfect phone upgrade 

£50 ★★★★★ 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 



Bowers & Wilkins P5 Series 2 

Even the most demanding audio buff would find it hard to fault these - B&W have 
delivered a pair of premium on-ears that look, feel and sound exquisite. You control 
playback and volume with your iPhone, while feeling like a VIP guest at an intimate gig. 


Philips FIdello M1 Mkll 

Your commute deserves a quality soundtrack, and second-generation Fidelio Ml 
headphones give you precisely that. There's oodles of detail to the sound and they 
punch harder than the Flulk. Beats and their ilk can't touch them. 


SoundMagic E10S 

This is actually the third version of SoundMagic's awesome, affordable in-ears - not 
that you'd tell by looking. They sound even better, though: a little smoother and more 
refined, with tight, weighty bass. Plus there's now a mic and button for smartphone use. 



SonyMDR-EX650AP 

If you're prepared to pay a little extra for your in-ears, these Sonys are even better 
than the SoundMagics above. The sound is that bit bigger, a little more detailed and 
a little more grown-up, and if you don't like the brass finish there's a silver version. 


Bose QuIetComfort 25 

The best kind of silence is the kind you then fill with sweet, sweet music, and that's 
what the QuietComfort 25s give you. The active noise-cancelling quells office 
hubbub, air-conditioning and aeroplane hum, and delivers cracking sound in its place. 

Soul Electronics Flex 

These simple in-ears are brilliant for workouts, as they stay put thanks to the 
comfortable and unobtrusive ear-hooks. Sound quality is excellent, with crisp 
treble notes, clean vocals and even a decent amount of bass for the money. 


Philips FIdello M2BT 

Building on the award-winning M1BT, Philips has added NFC for its new Bluetooth 
headphones and swapped the dark blue design for an understated black finish. 
The smart built-in controls and rich sound performance remain. 



AKG Y50 

The bright colour options (they're available in yellow, teal and red, as well as black) 
and massive logo have a slight try-hard feel about them, but the Y50s make up for 
it by sounding loads better than the more 'street' on-ear headphones out there. 


ft 


Sennheiser Momentum 

Classily styled, cushion-comfortable and smooth-sounding, the Momentums are 
the perfect over-ears for the dapper man about town. There's also an on-ear version, 
smaller and cheaper at £100, available in pink, blue, green, brown and, um, 'ivory'. 


£205 

★★★★★ 


£175 

★★★★★ 


£40 

★★★★★ 


£60 

★★★★★ 


£250 

★★★★★ 


IBESTFOR 


SHUTTING OUT 
THE WORLD 


£45 

★★★★★ 


£200 

★★★★★ 


BEST FOR 


GREAT SOUND 
WITH NO WIRES 


£60 

★★★★★ 


£175 

★★★★★ 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR HEADPHONE BUYING GUIDE, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-10S/HEADPHONES 
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Wireless Music Streamer 
Amplifier & Speakers 

Sonos 

ConnectAmp 
Podspeakers 
Small Pod 

£579 9 

1 


Amplifier/DAC & Speakers 

NAD 

D 3020 & D 8020 



£499 

lapesN QBiuetooth' 



Network Audio Player 

Marantz 
NA6005 

£349 



Save £150 


AVAILABLE IN 
SILVER OR BLACK 


Wireless Speaker 
System with Dock 

NAD 

VISOl 



£129 0 


Save £370 


WHITE 

FINISH 


5 YEAR WARRANTY 




Digital Turntable 
& Bluetooth Speakers 

Flexson Vinyl Play 
Q Acoustics BT3 


SPEAKERS IN 
GLOSS FINISH 


Save £99 


£579 


Hi-Res Music Streamer 
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Hi-Res Streamer/Amp 

Bluesound 
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£329 
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Save £70 


£499 


Save £100 
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Sky+HD 

The new Sky boxes conne with built-in Wi-Fi, to make it easier to access 
on-demand programming, of which there's now more than ever, including 
pre-release blockbuster films. There's also a 2TB drive available that, with more 
than 65 channels of FID, might well be worth the outlay. On the move, the Sky Go 
app is supremely slick. But the most important thing is this: Sky has more movie, 
TV and sport content - and more of it is unique - than any other service. 


STUFF SAYS 

The only choice for serious 

TV, movie or sport addicts 

£f ree 

-r £2150/month 

★★★★★ 


10 



Roku2 

Roku's new mid-range offering is the most compelling yet. It is essentially identical to 
the Roku 3, just without the smart remote. With a customisable feed, Netflix, Now TV, 
Google Play, YouTube and all the UK catch-up services, it's unbiased, slick and simple. 

£60 

★★★★★ 



Sony BDV-N5200 

A whole (home) cinema (minus a telly) in one box? That's the Sony BDV-N5200. 

A Netf lix-toting Blu-ray player, an amplifier, five speakers and a subwoofer, all for 
a lot less than an iPhone 6. There's even a wireless adapter for the rear speakers. 

£355 

★★★★★ 


Sonos Playbar 

A characteristically Sonos take on the soundbar, the Playbar hooks up to your TV via its 
single optical input and fills your room with a big, detailed sound. And as with all Sonos 
kit, it can stream your own music files, Spotify and more as part of a multiroom system.. 

£575 

★★★★★ 

STREAMING 

MUSIC 


SonyBDP-S7200 

Sure, you can pick up a Blu-ray player for Just £50 these days, but if you're serious about 
your movies then you want to make sure they look and sound crisper than a Kettle Chip. 
That's where the S7200 comes in. It even throws Netflix and iPlayer into the bargain. 

£180 

★★★★★ 



Yamaha YSP-2500 

If your only requirement for a soundbar is that it should sound better than your telly, 
almost any will do; but if you want one that will fool your ears into thinking they're 
surrounded by actual speakers, you want the amazingly clever Yamaha YSP-2500. 

£700 

★★★★★ 


Virgin TiVo 

Flardware-wise, the taste-learning TlVo is a Sky+FID-beater, but it loses out on 
content. Mind you, subscribers to the ‘XL package now have free access to all the 

BT Sport channels: Premier League football, MotoGP and more, in lovely FID. 

from £free 

• £24/month 

★★★★★ 



BenQW1400 

What's better than Inception? Inception on a 300in screen, that's what. Flow do you get 
a 300in screen in your house? You buy the BenQ W1400. If your lounge isn't that big it 
can also project an 84in image from Just 2m away. Try finding an 84in TV for this price. 

£1000 

★★★★★ 



Humax DTR-T2000 

Building on the success of the DTR-T1010, Flumax has treated us with a more refined 
version of their suscription-f ree You View box. This faster and more compact device has 
a huge variety of catch-up offerings for your sofa-time, but there's still no sign of Wi-Fi. 

£175 

★★★★★ 

✓ 

Google Chromecast 

This USB memory-stick-sized cord-cutter is compatible with Netflix, YouTube, 

Google Play movies and BBC iPlayer: a cheap, simple way of getting web-sourced 
movies and shows onto your living-room TV. 

£30 

★★★★★ 


□ FOR FULL REVIEWS OF HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS, HEAD FOR STUFFTV/TOP-IOS/HOME-CINEMA 








pcspecialist 


PC Specialist recommends Windows ■«««*»« 

MKrOMSA 



Unleash the gamer within you 









V ULCAN 44 0 

Overclocked lntel<® Core™ i7-^790K 
ASUS® Maximus VII Ranger 
16GBHyperX FURY RAM 
AGB NVIDIA® GeForce® GTX 980 
500GB Samsung EVO 850 5SD 
ZTB Hard Drive 
Windows 8.1 

™”£t,499* 

"Vutof» 440 wraps an array of 
high-end hardware m a sleek 
weil-put-together package" 

Farm Mann, Hexu$.net 


USE DISCOUNT CODE 

STF15 


FOR £15 OFF YOUR ORDER 



/pcs pe c i a I ist @ pcspec i a I i st 


GAMING DESKTOPS & LAPTOPS 

www.pcspecialist.co.uk • 0333 011 7000 






122 TVs 









LG 55EG960V 

We knew that one day OLED and 4K would be joined in holy matrimony, and 
that the results would be rather special. That day is now upon us and 'special' 
doesn't quite do it Justice. This 55in LG is the new pinnacle of TV tech and 
performance, combining the unbelievable colours, contrast and brightness 
of OLED with the super-sharp, ultra-detailed images of 4K to create a picture 
that's more real and enticing than looking out of the window. 


LG55EC930V 

Not everyone's got £4000 to blow on a flatscreen, and if you have to choose between 
OLED and 4K it's OLED we'd take right now. The awesome colours, super-deep blacks 
and amazing contrast will make everything you already watch look extra-amazing. 


Samsung UE65JU7000 

If you're going to go 4K, best do it big. Samsung's latest 65in Ultra HD offering is a 
beauty with the screen on or off, and the open-source Tizen Ul is very snazzy. The 
processor and inputs are still in a separate little unit than can be upgraded in the future. 


Samsung UE55JS8500 

Each of its S.Smillion pixels is put to good use, filling the screen's handsome real estate 
with pin-sharp outlines, potent contrast and eye-popping colours. Sound-wise, it's 
way more powerful than bog-standard flatscreens. Worth the pretty penny? Oh yes. 


SonyKDL-50W829B 

4K a bit too new-fangled (or pricey) for you? How about a 50in edge-lit LED LCD with 
all of Sony's smart features for well under a grand? It's not even like picture quality's 
been sacrificed - this is an absolute corker of a telly in every way. 


LG 55UF950V 

This telly comes to life in a flash, and menus don't waste time loading - it's a glossy 
double-page advert for pixel-packing 4K technology. The punchy palette revels in 
dazzling hues, deep blacks and Essex-smile whites, and the sound is solid. 


SonyKDL-32W706B 

There's nothing wrong with sticking with a smaller TV, but you should still make sure 
you pick a good 'un. This 32in Sony is the best, in terms of both picture performance 
and features, which include 1080p resolution and all the smart stuff you can handle. 


SonyKD-55X8505B 

If you want to Jump on the 4K bandwagon with Sony you could go for the wedge-shaped 
X9, which is great, but we'd suggest that this slimmer, less intrusive 'entry-level' 
55-incher is an even better buy. It's still got all the smart stuff and great performance. 


LG 42LB700V 

The performance is very good, but what makes this 42in LG really special is its webOS 
user interface, which treats all sources, apps, recordings and live broadcasts equally, 
getting you to the content you want to watch quicker. And isn't that what a TV is for? 


Polaroid 55 4K 

Fancy a 4K TV but not keen on remortgaging your house? Polaroid (yes, the camera 
company) has just the ticket: its debut 4K telly isjust £700. The catch is that it can't 
stream the 4K goods from services like Netf lix - which is a bit of a bummer. 


STUFF SAYS 
It’s mighty pricey, but 
If you’re after the finest 
ftastcreen known to man, 
this Is currently It 

£3300 ★★★★★ 


from 

£1800 

★★★★★ 


£2750 

★★★★★ 


£1890 

★★★★★ 


£680 

★★★★★ 


£2200 


£270 


£1300 


£500 


£700 


AFFORDABLE 

BRILLIANCE 


A SMALLER 
SCREEN 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR TV BUYING GUIDE, NAVIGATE TO STUFFTV/TOP-10S/TVS 
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Apple MacBook Pro 13jn (2015) 

Apple hasn't changed too nnany parts of the MacBook Pro for 2015. There's 
a fancy new trackpad and the latest generation of Intel CPUs, which deliver 
better stannina as well as a chunk more power. This is an incremental upgrade, 
but given how good the Pro already was, that's more than enough to keep it 
right at the top of the laptop honours list. If you need power as well as stamina 
and portability, this is one of the best laptops money can buy. 


STUFF SAYS 
If It ain’t broke... It hasn’t 
radically changed, but the 
Pro’s performance and 
trackpad are top of its class 

★★★★★ 



Asus ZenBook UX305 

Asus knows what it's doing, it knows that the Appie MacBook Air iaptops are treading ^ 
water and the ZenBook UX305 is pretty much everything the 2015 Air shouid have 
been, with its fetching aiuminium design and as good a dispiay as any £1000 iaptop. 

from £650 

★★★★★ 

Microsoft Surface Pro 3 

The fact that it's the oniy device to feature in two of our Top Tens is a testament 1 

to the Surface Pro's versatiiity: it's a strong tabiet, but its f uii-fat operating system 
and powerfui innards mean it's aiso a worthy adversary to Uitrabooks and MacBooks. 

from £750 

(with Type Cover) 

★★★★★ 

Aorus X3 v3 

This high-end gaming PC is packed into one of the smaiiest chassis we've ever seen, 
compiete with a drooi-worthy Uitra-HD screen, good sound quaiity and aii the storage 
you'ii ever need, it is pretty pricey, but it wiii keep you at the top of your game. 

£1270 

★★★★★ 

Apple MacBook (2015) 

This is no 'Air', nor 'Pro': a dear sign that this is what Appie sees as the future of the 
uitraportabie iaptop. And it's certainiy very desirabie: a 12in iean machine with a superb 
screen and haptic touchpad. The iack of ports can be frustrating, though. 

from 

£1050 

★★★★★ 

Toshiba Chromebook 2 

Toshiba has created the most desirabie Chromebook to date with some weii-judged 
upgrades. Smaiier, iighter and great vaiue, the screen's resoiution now has pin-sharp 

HD and the Skuiicandy speakers are distortion-free, it iasted eight hours on test. 

£190 

★★★★★ 

Apple MacBook Air 13in (2015) 

Appie is scraping by with pretty much the same Air design as before. You get a new 
processor, new connectors and siightiy improved battery iife, but stiii no Retina screen. 
However, if a portabie road warrior is what you're after, this is stiii a great choice. 

from £690 
★★★★☆ 

Google Chromebook Pixel 

The new Pixei comes within a hair's breadth of five stars. With its pin-sharp screen 
and dass-ieading design, it is a superb iaptop. But it's a superb iaptop that stiii oniy 
runs one browser. Stiii, you couid aiways instaii Ubuntu on it... 

from £800 

Lenovo Yoga Pro 3 

The third entry in the Yoga Pro iine refines the iaptop/tabiet hybrid design with 
a power-sipping new intei Core M processor pius siimness and styie to make even 
the MacBook Air iook worried. And you can stand it up iike a tent, if you want. 

£950 

Gigabyte P37X v3 

This is a super-powered gaming iaptop that's a iot siimmer and a bit iighter than other 
fraggers, whiie stiii offering the same grade specs as much iarger machines. The fans 
► can get pretty noisy so it's not without niggies, but this is stiii a very serious machine. 

from 

£1700 

★★★★☆ 


BEST FOR 


WORKING 

ANYWHERE 


VALUE FOR 
MONEY 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS AND OUR LAPTOPS BUYING GUIDE, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-10S/LAPTOPS-NETBOOKS 
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£420 

Samsung’s latest 
handset flatters Apple with its 
imitation but has some treats 
of its own to offer, not least a 
radiant Super AMOLED screen. 
Even in bright sunshine it’s quite 
easy to view pictures. It comes 
with Android 2.1 (Eclair), with 
the 2.2 (Froyo) update soon. 


£2300 

The first 3D plasma 
we’ve tried, Panasonic’s latest 
is as fully loaded as TVs get. 
Once you’ve fine-tuned it, the 
picture is sublime, with sharp 
edges and little or no obvious 
motion blurring. There’s life 
in plasma yet! 


£335 

Cheaper than an 
iPad, with a bigger 32.5cm 
screen, the JooJoo has great 
potential... but there are too 
many niggles to make this a 
truly useful tablet. The antics 
of this super-sized tab are 
reliant on Wi-Fi and a glitchy 
interface. Best avoided for now. 


£300 

An iPod-friendly 
soundbar that comes with 
a subwoofer in tow: it’s an 
interesting idea, but we’re not 
convinced by the sound quality. 
There’s a lack of refinement 
and a generai rawness to it that 
we didn’t get on with, and the 
two parts do not integrate weli. 
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Apple iMac 

Other than regular power upgrades and a bit of slimming, the iMac has been largely 
unchanged for a while, but it does now run Apple's lovely Yosemite OS. There's also 
now a more affordable version and an eye-wateringly expensive 5K model. 

from £900 
★★★★★ 

ALL-ROUND 

BRILLIANCE 

1 

Sapphire Edge VS8 

This mini-PC may look like the Terminator's lunchbox, but it houses AMD's 1.6GHz A8 

APU and dedicated HD7600G graphics with 4GB of RAM. A capable little fellow, the VS8 
even does a decent job with the latest gaming titles (with the detail dialled back a little). 

from £260 

★★★★★ 

COMPACT 

POWER 

— 

AlienwareX51 (2014) 

The X51 hasn't changed a huge amount, but the wee size matched with powerful 
components make it perfectly suited to HD gaming. Steam Machines are going to 
liven this market up but right now it's the best balance of power and form in PC land. 

from £600 
★★★★★ 



Raspberry PI 2 

Tastier than ever, the reworked Raspberry Pi 2 is more grown-up and still Just as cheap. 

The key upgrade here is the processor, now with four cores and double the RAM, from 
512MB to 1GB. The Pi 2's speed has vastly improved but it still needs a microSD to boot. 

£30 

★★★★☆ 

• 

ZotacZBOX Sphere 01520 

About the size and shape of a cannonball or cantaloupe, this striking sphere will 
certainly draw attention. For media playback it's perfect, but high-end gaming is 
a no-go due to low frame rates. However, even in full swing it barely raises a decibel. 

£350 

★★★★☆ 



Sony PlayStation 4 

It may not quite be the finished article, but this is the best games machine on the planet. 
It has whisper-quiet operation, a sleek form and bags of power, with full 1080p on all 
titles and not a whiff of lag. When proper media streaming arrives, it'll be unstoppable. 


Microsoft Xbox One 

This is very different to the Xbox One of 2013. Most significantly, the unpopular Kinect 
feature is now out of the deal, allowing Microsoft to drop the price and releasing enough 
extra power for developers to make their games look and play better. 


Allenware Alpha 

It's not quite a PS4 or Xbox One-beater, but this is the most console-like PC there's 
ever been. Steam is the main interface, but it runs on top of Windows for maximum 
game compatibility, and performance is very impressive. 


Sony PS Vita Slim 

If you're serious about gaming on the go, the Vita is way better than a smartphone, 
and when you get home you can play your PS4 games in bed thanks to Remote Play. 
That's gaming decadence, right there. 


Nintendo Wii U 

While it hasn't had the same impact as the original Wii, don't underestimate the Li's 
fun factor. Nintendo's bottomless bag of superb game franchises rolls on with the 
excitement of Mono Kort 8, with its anti-gravity karts and submarine racing. 


from £275 

★★★★★ 


£255 

★★★★★ 


from £430 
★★★★☆ 


£140 

★★★★☆ 


£150 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS IN EACH CATEGORY AND OUR BUYING GUIDES, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-IOS 





TOP FIVES WEARABLES 0 SMARTHOME 125 


I 



Apple Watch 

Apple's Watch is by no means the first smartwatch, but it is the most desirable. 
It's more luxurious (and yes, more expensive) than its rivals, its software is better 
thought out, and in the coming months you'll see an explosion of new apps for it. 


from £300 
★★★★★ 


Pebble Steel 

The Steel keeps the straightforward looks, crisp display and five-day battery life 
that helped the standard Pebble win our hearts. But it holds more memory, apps 
and customisable faces, and swaps the plastic for a stylish metal suit. 


from £150 
★★★★★ 


Fitbit Flex 

The Flex delivers all of Fitbit's activity-tracking smarts but in a form factor that's less 
fiddly than its belt-clip counterparts. The tiny module fits in Bluetooth, NFC, a buzzer 
and an LED display. See also the Fitbit Charge, with numeric display, for a few quid more. 


£55 

★★★★★ 


Jawbone UP3 

With its latest band. Jawbone has delivered meaningful fitness data in a stylish 
package. The splashproof UP3 is unobtrusive, lasts over five days and does well not 
to overwhelm you with stats; instead it provides useful information at relevant times. 


£130 

★★★★★ 


Motorola Moto 360 

With its circular design, this is a smartwatch that's actually a smart watch. The Moto 
360's our favourite and most comfortable Android Wear watch so far, but its battery 
life might make you anxious and it's a few specs short of brilliance. 


£150 

★★★★★ 


TECH YOU 
WANT TO WEAR 


BATTERY LIFE 



MARTHOME 


4 

5 


• 

Nest Learning Thermostat 

Nest has a smart design paired with a ton of features to control your heating in style. 
We recommend making use of its IFTTT channel: it offers map-based geofencing, 
or you can fire up the boiler with a text. There's even voice control via Google Now. 

£180 (with 
installation) 

★★★★★ 

M 

Synology DS214se 

Within this entry-level hardware beats the best NAS (network attached storage) 
software yet. Not gorgeous to look at, but at least it's small and easy to hide away. 

If you're new to the NAS party, the DS214se is the cheapest way to get onboard. 

£115 

% 

Honeywell EvoHome 

Set schedules to control the precise temperature of each individual room of your 
family home, using either the tablet-like central controller or the free Total Connect 
Comfort app. It's a big old investment, but you'll soon pity anyone living without it. 

£250 

+ £70/radiator 
installation 

★★★★★ 

^ ? 
-i 

‘ff ‘ff 

Philips Hue 

Fair these smart LED bulbs with ‘recipes' on ifttt.com - set them to change colour 
with the weather or when it's time to run for the train. They also tie in with Fhilips' 
own Ambilight TVs, casting the colours from the screen across your entire room. 

from £50 

1 

Piper nv 

This unassuming black cylinder acts as a digital guard dog, watching over your home 
and emailing you video of unwanted guests. It also links with smart switches and the 
like, meaning it could act as the hub of your smarthome. Neat. 

£230 

_J 


BACKUP AND 
STREAMING 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS IN EACH CATEGORY AND OUR BUYING GUIDES, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-10S 
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Olympus OM-D E-M1 

The Olympus flagship is armed with the same excellent 16.3MP sensor as its 
predecessor the E-M5, but has an improved autofocus system, a startlingly good 
electronic viewfinder and masses of direct controls. Also look out for the E-M10. 

£640 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 


Canon EOS 700D 

Look, it's a new Canon at No2. No, wait, it's the old one. Actually, it's kind of both. The 
700D is a minor upgrade over the 650D, keeping its 18MP sensor, flip-out touchscreen 
and autofocus during video and adding little beyond a new kit lens. Still great, though. 

£290 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 



3Qi 

Sony A6000 

Sony's new system camera may be tiny but it packs a big photographic punch. There 
may be no optical image stabilisation but the incredible speed and accuracy of the 
A6000's autofocus is a real highlight, as is its large, clear electronic viewfinder. 

£370 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 


Nikon D750 

It's big and bulky, but otherwise this is one of the most comfortable and intuitive 

DSLRs money can buy. And with a handy tilt screen and some wireless connectivity 
features, there's none of the purist snootiness that we saw in the D810. 

£1300 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 



5 p 

Sony A7R 

We love this camera. It's lightweight but tough and delivers results that outstrip pretty 
much any other compact system camera on the market. It has a huge full-frame 36.4MP 
sensor and noise-suppression. Your wallet might weep, but your photo album will sing. 

£1070 

(body only) 

★★★★★ 


BEST FOR 


ALL-ROUND 

VALUE 


OMPACT CAMERAS 



SonyDSC-HX60 

2014's HX60 isn't a huge departure fronn its predecessor in terms of its buiid quaiity, 
ease of use, specifications and 30x zoom iens - aii of which are exceiient. What it 
does add is NFC and a newer Bionz X processor, making it a siightiy nippier performer. 

SonyDSC-RX100 III 

if you're iooking for the best tiny snapper around, this is it. Exceiient image quaiity, 
fast autofocus, a usefui eiectronic viewfinder and professionai video recording, aii 
squeezed into a truiy teeny package that'ii fit into your jeans pocket. We're smitten. 


3 

4 

5 



Panasonic Lumix LX100 

This is one the most capabie premium compacts on the market - and the LXIOO's 
4K capabiiities give it a crudai edge over its rivais. HD video capture and superb stiiis 
performance make the Panasonic a star performer when it comes to the basics too. 



Fujifllm FInePlx X100S 

Fujifiim souped up its fixed-iens retro shooter iast year, with faster focusing and 
a big APS-C sensor, it retains the 35mm (35mm-equivaient) f/2 iens and hybrid 
viewfinder of the oid X100, and a iess retro version with biack finish is aiso avaiiabie. 

Panasonic Lumix FZ1000 

Bridge cameras often feei iike a compromise, but the FZ1000 is incredibiy versatiie: 
a fixed-iens camera capabie of shooting fantastic stiiis and video in aimost any 
situation. And yes, it's neariy the same as the Leica V-Lux 114, but £300 cheaper. 


! £190 

★★★★★ 


I £450 
★★★★★ 


£470 

★★★★★ 


£550 

★★★★★ 


£530 

★★★★★ 


□ FOR THE FULL REVIEWS IN EACH CATEGORY AND OUR BUYING GUIDES, VISIT STUFFTV/TOP-IOS 



IN CASE 
YOU 
MISSED. . . 


KitchenAid Artisan 

/ 

This is the sort of Juice you’d 
pay £2.50 a giass for in a nice 
cafe. It isn’t clear, because it’s 
grinding and pressing rather 
than centrifuging, but the 
KitchenAid does a superb Job 
of separating skins and stalks 
from the end product. And it’s 
a nice-looking machine. 



BioChef Slow Juicer 

/ 

Where the KitchenAid has 
a revolving metal blade, the 
BioChef has a plastic slicer that 
is noticeably less equipped to 
handle firmer veg. The juice is 
excellent but you will probably 
end up chopping more things 
by hand first and experiencing 
the occasional blockage. 



Philips Viva 

/ 

This great-value machine 
was the only one to make 
completely transparent juice, 
so it’s the one to go for if you’re 
a ‘no bits’ devotee - although 
it’s worth pointing out that we 
found the cioudier Juices had 
a lot more flavour. It’s easy to 
rinse off and clean. 



Novis Vita Juicer 

/ 

This tall, heavy machine starts 
up with a subtle but assertive 
hum. Its main selling point is 
the rotating head that juices 
oranges like a champ; but 
fruit mash gets into every 
component, and getting it 
out of the drum is like cleaning 
a particularly difficult sieve. 











8 Stores across"- 
Established tor 75 years 
. Competitive pricing 

. Expert knovrtedge&advic 

safinninQ service 


Visit: stores 
Click: vWW.calphot« 
r,ll= 0333 003 5000 


isHkon 


EPSON 

VISION 




professional 


can®" I 


^ ManW^ 

imagine More 


belies/® 


*^vtfepror I 


TWSted, 

Original 


Br\Mn 






Highly Classified 


To advertise call Joshua McGonigle 0208 267 5669 



Don't convert your garage. 


improve it 

Transform your garage into a space 
for a workshop, fitness area, or 
simply tidy and secure storage area, 
with Dura's cabinets, wall system 
and floor tiles. 


Roolaim your garage with Dura 

Call 02^ 371 ®S4 or visit 



(no stBmp regu/recfl to; 

Freepost HSLX-VXCA-QUTJ 

Ltd, St James Road, Briwkley 7XY 


TELCPHONE 

EMAIL 


POSTCODE 



” Modular cabinets ~ 
Clip-on wall storage 
IMeilocking floor tiles 
DIY or install service 



Fitted Garages 


ShKddM 



www.nnyshreddies.conn 


EXCLUSIVg WATCHES LTD 

\ ft ' 

Sell your Watches and Jewellery for CASH 

Buy Genuine Used Rolex Watehes • Ladies Diamond Rolex 
Watehes • Gold Rolex Watehes 
Order by phone or buy at our Premises. 

All Items Come In A1 Condition With Authenticity Papers, Rolex 
Box And Insurance Valuation. 

Call 0844 454 4000 / 07510 123456 - 9-5.30pm Mon-Sat 

Email: exclusivewatchesltd@gmail.com 
Web : www.exclusivewatchesltd.co.uk 



Vintage Watch Movement Cufflinks 



When these watches stopped who knew they would be 
reincarnated as really cool cufflinks. 

Crafted from 1920s - 1950s watch movements, set with 
their original ruby jewels and mounted as cufflinks. 

Presented in a vintage inspired box. 

£49 ■ by Pretty Vintage 

Visit; www.pretty-vintage.com or call 07870 607925 









Superior 


Style 


15% OFF VIP Discount 


CHECKOUT CODE: STUFE1507 




Also available for notebooks, tablets, and Wallets 

WWW.ALSTONCRAIG.COM 



■ on’t tell me! I know this. Drone must 
be a town In... Norway? 

Surely it would be the capital of the 
UAV? While geography jokes might 
well be the highest form of wit, this is no time to 
gad about. We're talking here about the future 
of holiday travel. A future where you strap 
on a VR headset, choose a destination, then 
soar over it in real time like an airborne Judith 
Chalmers. A video feed gives you a bird's-eye 
view of a castle, while you look down your beak 
at the miserable easyJet hordes below. First 
Class is now your lovely, comfy sofa. 


Sounds romantic. I suppose you follow It up 
with a candlelit dinner over Skype? 

That's not a bad idea. It'd halve the washing up 
for a start. But no, this isn't intended to replace 
honeymoon trips to Florence. Researchers 
from the University of Vienna and tourism 
start-up InformAmuse see it as an aid for 
those who can't travel, whether for reasons 
of injury, disability or cost. They've already 
prototyped a system for remote-controlling 
drones via a VR headset. And as they rightly 
point out, livestreamed virtual tours are a lot 
more earth-friendly than C02-spewing Jets. 


All sounds a bit DJI In the sky to me... 

A fine pun, but it seems you've failed to read 
about travelbydrone.com on p113. The basic 
concept is already here, albeit in pre-recorded, 
2D form. This project's lead says he's only a 
year away from a public version that could see 
you flying over Sicily's Valley of the Temples 
from a pub in Temple Valley, Hampshire. There 
are issues to overcome, not least the restrictive 
no-fly zones over many of the world's biggest 
tourist sites. But if life's taught us anything, it's 
that cool technology always finds a way. Now, 
where's that Google Cardboard clone? 


DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 2 SEPT 








The best soundbar? 


BEST 

BUY 


Home Cinema Choice 'Best Buy', 
July 2014 


The experts think so... 




on l-V-T I 

HIGHLY 

RECOMVIENDED 


Trusted Reviews 'Recommended', 
October 2014 


What Hi-Fi? Awards 2014, 
'Product of the Year' 


AV Forums 'Highly Recommended', 
July 2014 


Tech Radar ' 1 st in Tech Radars 
Top 10 soundbars', March 2015 


f \ 



ACOUSTICS 

^ J 


Media 4 The real hi-fi soundbar 

Sonic wizardry for music and movies 

With its lOOw amplifier and built-in subwoofer, the Media 4 plays music, 

TV sound and movies with astonishing quality - no extra boxes requiredi 

Simply plug and play - plus wirelessly connect smartphones, tablets and laptops 
using aptX Bluetooth. 

Wall mounts with built-in bracket or shelf-mount with supplied anti-vibration feet. 


Available from 


SEVENOa<S 


and all good audio retailers 


John Lewis richersouNDS 


www.Qacoustics.co.uk 







Own the sky with Parrot 
ultimate Full HD drone camera 


• Lightweight and robust design built with safety in mind 

• 14 megapixel "Fisheye" camera stabilised on 3-axis 

• First-Person-View piloting 

• Live video streaming 

•Control the angle of the camera from the piloting application 

• Extended range with Parrot Skycontroller add-on 

From 499€ - www.parrot.com 



Always check your local laws and regulations before flying your drone. Skycontroller works 
with or without FPV Glasses. FPV glasses, tablets and smartphones are not included. If you 
are using FPV glasses for an immersive flight experience, please ensure you are accompanied 
by a co-pilot in accordance with your local regulations. Parrot SA - PCS Paris 394 149 496. 



FreeFlight 3 


C»n Ute ■ MflWJIDAPPDH 

AppStore !► Google play 


E 


Download from 

Windows Store 





